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MY LOUD, 

« 

I FEEL the less hesitation 
in presenting the following *• I^^scourses** 
at the tribunal of a candid Public, from 
the circumstance of their having already 
been honoured by the approbation of your 
Lordship. 

I had, mdeed, (but I trust not in vanity,) 
ventured to calculate upon this encouraging 
sanction of my work, from a conviction, of 
its ** saying none other things than those*^ 
which the Bible teaches^ and from ^n 
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equally firm persuasion, that the doctrines 
and sentiments which it maintains, are in 
perfect accordance with the sound, reason- 
able, and scriptural principles of the Esta- 
blished Church of England. 

That genei'al approbation should be 
awarded to these volumes, in an age remark- 
able for differences of opinion on theological 
subjects, is, perhaps, more than I have a 
right to expect; but, be this as it may, I 
never can regret their appearance in print, 
as it has afforded me so favourable an oppor- 
tunity of expressing, formally and publicly, 
that high respect, esteem, ' and regard, 
which I entertain, officially and personally, 
for your Lordship : and with which, I beg 
leave to subscribe myself, 

MY LORD, 

Your Lordship's obliged, faithful, 
and obedient Servant, 

R. WARNER, 
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WHETHER or not the plan of the 
following Discourses has-been anti* 
pated by any former or contemporary 
writer, I am quite uncertain: bqt of this 
I feel assured, that were it executed by an 
abler Divine than myself, it could not fail 
to be importantly instructive and exten- 
sively useful. 

That ** the Form of Godliness" is far 
more conspicuous in our national character, 
at the present day, than it was even a quarter 
of a century ago, will not be denied by those 
who have had an opportunity of forming a 
judgment upon this point, and we may, I 
trust, reasonably hope that the growth of 
its " power* among us has been, in some 
degree, proportionate to its wider external 
manifestation. 
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The great mcreaise, indeed, in the coarse 
of a few years^ of places for public worship 
in England, more especially of Churches 
and Chapels connected with; our religious 
Establishment: the institution of numerous 
Schools^ with the express object of grafting 
into the youthful and ignorant mind the 
principles of piety, and the apprehension of 
the truths of the Gospel; the judicious 
measures adopted at our Universities^ for 
making a considerable portion of Biblical 
knowledge in the student essential to his 
attainment of their academical honours: 
the marked attention paid by their Lord- 
ships, the Bishops^ to the dtte qualtjica- 
iions of candidates for Holy Orders, and 
to the more frequent and regular perfor- 
, mance of the services of the Church than 
heretofore ; must, in the nature of things, 
have been followed by beneficial results, ^nd 
have enlightened and edified, more or less, 
every class of the community. 

One evidence of this improved tone of 
feding among our countrymen, as far as 
regards religion, is too obvious to be over* 
looked ; the increased practice of domestic 
TTORSHiP. It may be saffely asserted, I ap- 
prehend, that a considerable number, among 
the regular and respectable families in 
England, no^ commence and close the day 



with FAMtLYPRAYERit and that a still largef 
proportion .sanctify the evening of the sab. 
bath faf th^ reading of a sermon to the 
rtssemfiled household. 

It is impossible to speak tdo much in 
praise of this practice of domestic worship, 
or to;estiin<i|te;ioo highly the good conse* 
qaences which must result from its increased 
and extending observance. 

To say the least of family prayer, and 
to regai'dit merelyas affecting the temporal ' 
comfort, .regularity, and respectability of 
the inmajteftof the dvv^ellings ia which it is 
customary }fit$ natural tendency is, to inspire 
those affection^, and promote those feelings, 
which inake: '''brethren dwell together in 

unity:'* tp bfnd those to each other ''in the 

bondof pj^ace,*' whose stations in society are 
apparently disproportioned, whose worldly 
advantagies seem to be unequal, and whose 
respective interests are too often thought to 
be incompatible ; and to '* draw with the 
•* co^ds of love, and the bands of a man,** 
masters and ^I'vants, husbands and wives, 
parents and children, to the performance 
of their relative and reciprocal duties. 

Nor x^an it be questioned, that the 

FAMILY SABBATH EVENING SERMON is Cal- 
culated to produice equally beneticial effects 
on the hearts and conduct of those who 
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enjoy ^nch an advantaf^e. It is an appro- 
priate close to the sacred business of that 
day, which the Almighty has expressly 
sanctified to his own exclusive service ; and 
promises to confirm those good impressions, 
which the offices .of public worship for the 
Sunday had stamped upon the rational and 
well-disposed mind. It directs the atten- 
tion of the hearer more exclusively, and, 
perhaps, from the quiet of the scene, and 
the smallness of the circle, more successfully, 
to the great objects of his faith, and the 
proper duties of his liife— to the awakening, 
consoling, and encouraging doctrines of the 
religion which he professes ; and to the 
importance and necessity of a practical 
manifestation of that influence upon his 
conscience and understanding, which those 
doctrines were intended to produce. 

Promotive, however, of religious and 
moral good, as these pious domestic exer- 
cises must unquestionately be, it has often 
occurred to my mind, that the utility of the 
latter branch of them (the Sunday^evening 
sermons^) might, notwitlistanding, be con- 
siderably extended ; by making them vehi< 
cles of more systematic religious instruction, 
than (it may be presumed) they at present 
Qonvey to the hearers; in other words, by 
affording to the menial and youthful members 



of families, a conctde; but compleat Bodi/ of 
Divinity — simple and perspicuous, that it 
may be intelligible to their uncultivated or 
juvenile understandings \^^scriplurali that it 
may not be perplexed by •* the vain words 
" which man*s wisdom teacheth;*' — and prac» 
ticalf that it may lead the hearers to the 
great ends of all religion, the glorification 
of God, and the salvation of the soul, by a 
life of fiiith and practice, of holiness, rec- 
titude, benevolence, and usefulness. 

For this purpose, it would be necessaiy 
(according to my humble judgment) to 
take a view, in a regular series of discourses^ 
of God's dealings with mankind (as far as 
Holy Scripture aSbrds us information on 
the subject), from the first dawn of time; 
to consider^ in succession, the various reve- 
lations of his will to his reasonable creatures ; 
to point out and explain the progressive 
divine institutions and dispensations; to 
trace the gradual unfolding of the great 
scheme of redemption, from the first pro- 
mise to fallen Adam, to its full accomplish- 
ment in the advent of the Saviour; to 
particularize the " shadows'* of this scheme 
in the peculiar circumstances of the Mosai- 
cal economy, and the signrfioant types of 
the ceremonial law; to notice its clearer 
revelation, as its completion advanced in 



** the more sure wofd of prophecy;/* and 
to shoxv the realization of these types, and 
the fulfihnent of these predict ion's, in the 
•history, character, and offices, of Jesus 
;Christ, the great Redeemer of man : in 
the effusion of the Holy Ghost; in tlie calU 
ing of the Gentiles, in the rapid and exten- 
sive preaching of the Gospel, and in those 
dispensations which are yet to come^ and 
which will unquestionably be accomplished 
in God^s good time, and infinitely wise 
way : the removal of the veil from the heart 
of God*s ancient people: the eventual 
pmbodying of ^1 the natiens of the world 
under the banner of the cross : the general 
resurrection of the dead • and the final and 
everlasting separation of the impenitent and 
the redeemed. 

Nor would it be less essential, in such a 
series of discourses as the one alluded to, 
to keep constantly in view, throughout all of 
them, the harmonv of the bibl£; the 
intimate connection between all its dispen- 
sations and revelations ; their mutual depen* 
dence on eachother^ their marvellous conca- 
tenation and adjustment ; and thus to show 
and prove that the various parts of the 
Word of God form one sublime, wonderful, 
and inseparable te>/to/(^ .* that, of all sciences^ 
Religion is tho most sure, as well as mo^ft 



important J and that no system is compa* 
rable, for grandeur in conception ; unity in 
design; wisdom of means; and benevolence 
of intention; with that which has been 
arranged in the councils of Heaven, for the 
recover; and salvation of lost and hopeless 
man. 

In the ier will find 

an attam, Discourses 

on thisc( Jinalic plan. 

Its failui determined 

by the ju 



DISCOURSE I. 



^Ufnett. THE CREATION. 

leKORAKCB OF THB NATURAL MaN. ThE HoLY 

Bible the only fountain oy Light, Truth, 

AND RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE. ,ItS AcCOUNT OF 

THE Creation. Moral Inferences.^ 



GENESIS i. r. 



In the beginning God created tke Heaven 
and the Earths 

ALTHOUGH much of man'5 time is^ 
necessarily, occupied in the common 
business of life^ and more, alas! consumed 
in folly, OP idleness ^ in vain pursuits, or 
sinful indulgences: there are, notwithstand- 
ing, few people so entirely lost to all sobriety 
of mind, as not, occasionally at least, to 
abstract their thoughts from things present, 

* It would be desirable, perhaps, to read the subject, and the 
divmons, of each discourse, previously to the reading of the 
discourse itself: as it might excite the attention of the hearer |, 
and fixk more steadily on the/opic« which, are discussed^. 
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and direct them to what is already past, and 
what is to take place hereafter. 

In these moments of reflection, so becom- 
ing to a reasonable and responsible being, 
nothing, one should imagifid, would more 
naturally occur to the mind, than a conside- 
ration of the origin of ourselves, and all 
around us ; and of the future destination 
of Man, and the world which he inhabits. 

Themarvellous grandeurandbeauty of the 
universe — the " handy work'' of the ** Fir- 
" mament"— the " Sun coming forth as a 
** bridegroom out of his chamber, andrejoic- 
" ing as a giant to xnn his course" — ** the 
" Moon walking in her brightness;" and the 
'* Stars glittering in their courses'* — " the 
*^ Earth hanging upon nothing," but teem- 
ing with every thing for man's support, com- 
fort, and enjoyment: — All these sublime and 
delightful objects must, necessarily, in tlie 
precious season of thought, both arrest the 
attention, and at the same time awaken a 
curiosity to know, not only •* how these 
" things can be,** but also •* what shall be 
" the end of all these things.'' 

Irresistibly, however, as such contempla^ 
tions and silent enquirres^ will, occasionally, 
force themselves upon the minds of all those 
who are not among the most ''* brutish of 
" the people.i" it is, notwithstanding, the 
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hufnllfattng truth, th^t Man, in his natural 
state^ can never arrive at any certain ivfor^ 
mation reiqpecting them. Ignorant and 
darkling as he n^turalltf is, all that he 
beholds without* and feels within him, is, to 
has unenlightened mind, a *' secret past 
•* finding out" — a scene wonderful, but un- 
intelligime: utterly beyond his power to 
explain4 or even his capacity to understand ; 
forj as the patriarch Job truly speaks, *^ we 
*' are but of yesterday* and know nothing.*^ 

That this gross ignorance in the natural 
man^ on the subjects alluded to, is an indis? 
putable fa^t, may be sufficiently proved* 
by what we know of the former and present 
state of the Gentile world. 

Many were the '* shining lights" among 
the Heathen of ancient times: men deeply 
versed in '^ the wisdom wliich this world 
" teacheth ;" who had made great progress 
in *^ science falsely so called ;'' who produced 
the rareat works of genius, and the finest 
specimens of art. Biut, when they directed 
their speculations to the. '* Great First 
" Cause,*' and "the operations of his hands j" 
and attempted to explain the wonders of his 
creative power, and to reason upon his de-^ 
signs in exerting it; upon the nature of 
man, his present state and duties, his future 
expeotatlous and final aliotment; thes^ 
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sages and philosophers were at once per-* 
plexed, bewildered, and lost; their argu- 
ments were inconsistent and inconclusive^ 
trifling, or absurd; and all their boasted 
" wisdom*' became ** foolishness/* 

A picture nearly similar to this presents 
itself to our. observation, if we look at the 
Heathen nations in the present day. 
" Without God in the world/' as it were, 
and as yet in a state of spiritual blindness^ 
their notions on the interesting topics of 
which we speak, are, to tfee last degree, 
either monstrous or childish ; and whether 
these people be found under a civilized or 
savage aspect, their general character, intel- 
lectual and moral, bears a striking resem- 
blance to the dark and dismal sketch, which 
is given by the Apostle St. Paul, in the first 
chapter of his Epistle to the Komans, of 
the Gentiles in former times. 

If such, then, be the profound ignorance 
of ^^ the natural man,'* the utter incapacity 
of the human mind, when left to its own 
unassisted powers, to explain, or even com- 
prehend, the things which have heeri 
wrought by God for man ; and those which 
it is highly important to him to be acquainted 
with, as most deeply affecting hi« virtue and 
happiness, his safety and peace ; how un- 
s|)eakably grateful should we be to t^be 
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** Father of lights," who, " in compassion 
" to our infirmities,** has mercifully afforded 
us, in the Holy Bible, a divine interpreter 
— ^to remove all our difficulties, to settle all 
our doubts, to satisfy our painful curiosity 
on all these points ; and above all, to answer, 
clearly and fully, the most important and 
alarming question which can occur to the 
human soul, " What must I do to be saved?'* 

To this sacred record, indeed, and to it 
alone, can we have recourse for certain 
information on all that it concerns us to 
know, believe, and do, in every state, and 
under every condition, of our mortal being. 
Here only shall we find satisfactorily ex- 
plained the relations in which we stand ; 
to God, the Creator of the universe, and 
its innumerable existences; to the world on 
which we dwell, and the inhabitants thereof; 
and to that everlasting future state, which 
will open upon our souls, when the world, 
and all that it contains, shall ^* be burned 
•* with fire." 

Commencing with the birth of time, the 
inspired volume carries on its astonishing 
narrative, till " time shall be no more. 
In terms concise but clear, and full of 
meaning, it describes the formation of the 
universe^ and of wjn, the highly privileged 
ci-eature who was. to dwell upon the new- 
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born world : it expIaH)3; :4hiB cajute and 
reason pf the present m^v£^t coBdition of 
both : it narrates tha rum brought upon 
human nature by the fall of our first 
parents ; and the promise of that Saviour, 
who was ordained .from ^everlasting to 
repair it: it unfolds the gradual progress of 
ibis grand scheme of redemption^ through 
a variety of preparatory di^nsations: it 
shews the actual completion of it, in the 
advent of Jesus Christ, " the Lamb of God,'' 
appointed to ** take away the sins of the 
** world :" and it relates the miiiistry and 
sacrifice of the Redeemer; md the labours 
and success of his Apostles^ in evangelizing 
the nations. 

Nay, what is more, the holy bible 
introduces us to the secrets V within the 
•* veil }" and discloses to us the future 
history of the Church of Christ — ^its even- 
tual universal establishment here below — 
the end and consummation of all material 
things— the joys of Heaven, and the penal- 
ties of Hell — ^the condemnation of the 
wicked, and the pardon, acceptance* and 
salvation of the redeemed, through the 
promii^ and crucified Savippr.; when the 
iimpenitent shall ** go away into everlasting 
** punishment," and ** the righteous into 
** life eternal/* 
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The <x>mmenoement of tlM ttupendoas 
scheme is jpresented to us in the chapter that 
supplies our text; and nothing can be con- 
ceived more awfal and sublime than the 
view which it spreads before ,as ; — the great 
Creator calling an universe into existence 
oat of nothing J and carrying on his goodly 
work, till he bad formed a world of beauty, 
from tumultoous chaos, and a creature of 
perfection, out of brute inanimate matter ! 

But the sublimity of this scene is not its 
only striking feature : we are amazed at the 
regularity of the transactions, and over- 
whelmed by their benqfic^nce. 

We behold the " God of order,*' proceed- 
ing step by step, as it were, in the accom- 
plisbment of his vast design ; advancing 
progressively from subordinate creatures to 
more exalted ones ; producing, settling, and 
giving laws to the various elements and their 
appendages; and thus preparing them for 
the living creatures of his hand j inspiring 
the inferior animals '^ with the breath of 
Vlife ;*' •calling into being those of an 
higher order; and finally, by the formation 
of mmi, a reasonable, voluntary, and ac- 
countable agent» with a conscience to guide 
him, and a soul to survive his mortal frame, 
finishing a glorious work^ at the completion 
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of which, ** the morning stars sang together, 
"and all the sons of God shouted for joy.". 

The account^ indeed, of these " marvel- 
** lous works/* as I have before hinted, is 
short ; and* the manner^ as it is above 
human reason to conceive, so it was not the 
intention of the Spirit of God to explain ; 
but sufficient is described by the inspired 
writer to gratify every reasonable wish, and 
excite every holy feeling, to assure us (what 
^*the wisdom of this world" could never 
have discovered) that universal being }ia9 
an author, infinitely wise, and infinitely 
good; that " it was he that hath made us, 
" and not we ourselves ;** and that if we 
humbly but earnestly endeavour to fulfil 
the ends of our creation, we shall be even- 
tually, as we were originally, " His people> 
" and the sheep of His pasture*" 

Let us then consider, in the remainder 
of this discourse, "what manner of persons 
** we ought to be, in all holy conversation 
** and godliness," in return for ' " the great 
*• things which God hath" thus '* done for 
" us/' 

That any reasonable soul should contem^^ 
plate these tVanscendent operations of the 
Almighty, without a deep feeling of awe and 
rererewce,, seema to be absolutely impossible^ 
since all that vie can conceive oi power 
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falls infinitely short of his( might, who 
could " speak the word,** and '* the hea- 
vens and earth were made ;" who could 
" command/* and •* they were created:''— 
and all our ideas of goodness are as nothings 
when compared with that manifestation of 
it» which God beheld, as he himself looked 
at what he had produced, and pronounced 

it to be VERY GOOD. 

If, for instance, we regard ** this our 
" God" and Creator, under the image of 
omnipotence^ or infinite power; is there 
any conceivable object to be likened unto 
HIM ^* with whom all things are possible ?*' 
who with a word has made, and with a 
word can annihilate, unnumbered worlds, 
with all their countless forms of created 
existences? Or, is there any imaginablef 
being, tu whom we can look with a dread 
and reverence, comparable with that fear 
which we ought to feel before him, who, as 
He made both soul and body, is able also 
•' to destroy both soul and body in hell?'* 
And, if we contemplate Him under his 
character of goodness, is it possible for 
the mind to stretch its conceptions beyond 
the infinite beneficence, love, compassion^ 
and mercy, of the Creator and Preserver, 
the Redeemer and Saviour, of the universe ? 

To HIM alone we owe the unutterable 
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privilege of having bean . snatched from 
dreary nothing, and becoming *' living 
^ ' souls," reasonable beiqgsi and creatures, 
capable of high and varied gratification 
here, and of endless ha{q>iae8s hereafter. 
ToiuM alone we are indebted for all the 
glorias, and beauties, and lid vantages, of 
external nature; subjects, aKke, of delight- 
ful thought and substantial enjoyment. 
From HIM alone are derived all the powers 
of our bodies, and all the. faculties of our 
souls ; the reason which distinguishes us 
from the brute: the sj/mi^kks \vbicix unite 
HS with our kind ; and we qj^ctions^ social 
and domestic, conjugal, parental, and filiaU 
which form the sweetest drona in the mii^kd 
9up of human life. And finally, to him alone 
we are beholden for those great, cancluding» 
and *^ inestimable beiiefits,^'-'*HreS(Urrection to 
a second existence, when the present one 
shall be xdosed by death ; and *^ the blessed 
f * hope of a happy inunortality," conferred 
on the righteous and the penitent, tlirough 
the atonement of that everiaating Saviour, 
by whose agency God the Father originally 
created, and by whose mediation He has 
redeemed a fallen, but reeoyer0d world* 

Assuredly, it is quite, out of nature to 
reflect on such an accumulation, of Ues^ngis 
bestowed, and debts incurred; without the 
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inost profound emotions of gratitude and 
adoration ; and difficult to avoid express* 
ing those emotionst in the pious language 
of the prophet Neheroiab, and the inspired 
David : ** Bkssed be thy glorious name, 
^' O Lord ! -which is exaked above all 
*' blessing and praise! for Thou, even 
;' Thou, art Lord alone ! Thou hast noade 
<' the heaven ; the heaven of heavens, with 
** all their host ; the earth, and all things 
<^that are therein;; and Thou preservest 
** them all :'^ therefore ** my mouth shall 
^' speak the praise of. the Lord, and let all 
"flesh give thanks unto his holy name, for 
** ever and ever^*' 

But though feelings of this nature ought 
spontaneou^y to arise in every reasonable 
mind, on considering the power and good* 
ness of God, manifested in the wonders of 
creation, and tiie blessings of redemption ; 
and though such feelings, and the expres- 
fim of them in words, be praisewoitfay, as 
well as suitable and natural ; yet it must be 
carefully remembered, and seriously consi« 
dered, that if they be not embodied in 
action i if they have not an influence upon 
the heart, and a good practical efiect on the 
life ; if they do not incite w^ to obey the 
commandments of " Him who made us/' 
^d to fulfil the duties of the various sta- 
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tions in which He has placed us in the 
present world— they are nothing worth ; 
but vain and unsubstantial, as ** the sound* 
" ing of brass, and the tinkling of a cymbal." 

" All scripture/* says St. Paul, (that is, 
every part, and every relation in it,) «* is 
** profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
" correction, for instruction in righteous- 
** ness ; that the man of God may be per- 
** feet, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
<« works.** It is clear, therefore, that a 
holy and pure, an useful and benevolent, 
conduct, combined with •* faith unfeigned,*^ 
constitutes that true, vital, and evangelical 
religion, which the scripture teaches ; and 
which God, in his infinite mercy, will accept, 
for the sake of his beloved Son, as a return 
for *^ all the benefits that he hath done 
•• unto us.*' 

Yes, my christian brethren, our Al- 
mighty Maker requires the ofiering of the 
heartf as well as the emotions of piety, and 
the sacrifice of the lips. " My son, give 
•* me thine heart,** saith He ; — an affec- 
tionate service, as well as professions of 
duty. He has established us, for a time, 
in a social world, and divided us into 
various ranks and degrees. — high and low, 
rich and poor j' He has placed us in diver- 
sified relations towardsr each other, — ^go- 



21 



vernors an<l subjects, masters and servants, 
husband and wife, parent and child, neigh- 
bour and friend. He has given to us sym- 
pathies, afiPections, and feelings, conformable 
to these nnitual relations : and otfered to us 
his grace, to assist us in the performance of 
all the duties arising out. of them. And, 
finally. He has spread before our eyes 
life and death everlasting, as the reward or 
punishment of fulfilling or neglecting these 
duties. 

Let us, then, humbly but earnestly en- 
deavour to second, *^as much as in us 
*• lieth," God's holy, wise, and benevolent 
intentions, in his rational creation. Let 
each and all of us, in our respective voca« 
titms, glorify Him, by striving to perform 
conscientiously the duties connected with our 
appointed place in his great social family. 
** Let him that ruleth," or to whom any 
degree of power is committed, exercise his 
rule with a due regard to the rights, feel- 
ings, and welfare of those over whom it 
extends. ^* Let him that serveth'' be 
obedient ^' to his master according to the 
^^fiesh, with good-will doing service as to 
** the Lord, and not to men.'* " Let him 
** that showeth mercy,** or endeavoureth 
to alleviate, in any nianner. or degree, the 
wants or sufferings of his fellow- creature. 
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da it ** with a cheerfulne^,^ which wilt 
prove that his duty is his delight. Let us 
manifest sympathy with all around us, by 
*• rejoicing with them that do rejoice, and' 
** weeping with them that weep. *^ Let us* 
evidence humility^ by " not minding high 
*' things, bnt condescending to men of low- 
" estate.** Let us avoid "presumption^ by 
not being " wise in our own conceit." Let 
us spread around us confidence, concord, 
and good-will," by ** recompensing no man' 
" evil for evil, but contrariwiise, blessing ;" 
and by "living, if it be possible, peaceably* 
" with all men.'* And, lastly, let us aim to 
attain that perfect form of the christian cha- 
racter, which "abhors all that is evil,** and* 
" cleaves*' only '* to that which is good.** 

Regulating our actions, or, at least,' 
seriously endeavouring to regulate them, 
by these evangelical rules, and adorning 
our lives with these christian graces, we* 
shall testify, in the sight of God and man; 
that our grateful feelings are not transient 
emotions, but rooted principles in our souls;* 
that our language of praise and thanksgiving* 
is not unmeaning and unsubstantial profe:^- 
sion, but the audible expression of inward 
holiness :—* we shall make the best return in 
our power Cinfinitely inadequate, indeed,' 
but through mercy acceptable) for our 
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creation, presenration, redemption, and all 
their incalculable blessings* And, at ^* the 
^^ latter day/' Vihen this gi:and material 
frame of visible natnre, with all its wonders 
and all its glodei, shall '* perish" in the 
final flame, pur souls, saved by the goodness 
of God, through the merits and mediation 
of Jesus Christy shall be called to inhabit 
those " new heavens, and new earth,'* 
whei*ein dvveU righteousness and truths 
holiness and peace^-fbr ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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DISCOURSE IL 



SbUbim. THE SANCTIFICATION OF 

THE SABBATH. 

Thb Holiness of the Sabbath-day. The Uses 
AND Ends for which it was instituted. 
The Manner in which it is to be observed. 
Moral Inferences. 



genesis ii. 3. 

And God blessed the seventh dayy and sanctified it; 
because that in it he had rested from all his work 
which God created and made, 

IF the sanctity and importance of a law 
are to be estimated, by the dignity of 
the legislator, the solemnity with which it 
has been delivered, the clearness and repe- 
tition with which it has been prescribed, 
and the awful sanctions by whicn it is en- 
forced ; we must allow, that the ordinance 
which sanctifies the Sabbath-day is of a 
peculiarly sacred character; and the keep- 
ing holy of that day, or dedicating it to the 
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worship of God, is one of the first of liuman 
duties. 

The Author of this Law is no less a 
l)eingthan the Almighty himself: who,, at 
the conclusion of his amazing work of 
blended power and love, the creation of 
the universe, beheld *what he had wrought, 
and seeing that it was ^*very good,'* 
*' rested/* ov ceased fi'ora this particular 
exertion of his omnipotence ; and " blessed/* 
hallowed, or stamped with his seal of ever- 
lasting holiness, the day of its cessation. 

The circumstances which attended the 
sanctification of 4he Sabbath-day, were no 
less striking. The original blessing upon 
it was pronounced at the very moment when 
universal nature exhibited perfection, and 
first experienced repose ; and when a rea-* 
^onable soul had been created, to admire 
the one, and enjoy the other ; and the 
second declaration of its holiness (included 
in God*s Vernal moral Law, " written 
♦• with his finger,** on the tables of stone) 
^as uttered from the midst of thunderings 
and lightnings, on the trembling top of 
iJinai, by the Deity himself. 

The tenwi, al8o,4n which the law.has been 
promulgated to us, are as clear, forcible, 
and'binding, as Ianguage<;lin supply—*' Re- 
•* member the Sabbath-day, to keep it holy; 

VOL. I. c 
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'•six days Shalt thou labour and do all thy 
*^ work ; but the seventh day is the sabbath 
** of the Lord thy (Jod ;•' are words tvhich 
can neither be mistaken or perrerted ; and 
in addition to the repeated exhortations of 
Moses and the Prophets, to this effect, in 
the Old Testament, we have in the New 
one the holy example of the Saviour, and 
that of his disciples, sanctifying the Sabbath- 
day, by joining in the customary services of 
public social worship, 

Th(B stinctionsj moreover^ by which the 
ordinance for keeping holy the Sabbath- 
day is enforced, are of a deeply impressive 
kind. To the Jews, in the .most direct 
terms, and with a frequent repetition, a 
blessing was promised, -and a curse de- 
nounced, on the hallowing or profaning of 
God's holy day; and when the ritual law of 
Moses was abrogated by the rending of the 
" veil of the temple,' and **th* first day 
** of the week" was sanctified in lieu of the 
seventh, as ti perpetual tnemorlal of the 
resurrection of him who was • ^ Lord also 
** of the Sabbath," the same KoHftess be- 
came attaclied to the Sundai/^ as had 
hitherto been connected with the original 
day of rest ; the same sanctipns were trans* 
feiTed to it; a similar blessing i*ested on its 
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sam^tificatiani and a like certainty of God's 
sore displeasure followed its profanation. 

Suchr my Christian brethren^ is the 
sacred character of the Sabbath* or Lord's 
day« Let us Bovr comidert more particM- 
larly, the usei and ends for which it was 
instituted, and the nkmner in which it 
ought to be observed. 
> The first. gr^ii4kr», as it wbs the primary 
intention^ of tke Sabbath-day, is to keep 
alive in the hearty of God's rational crea« 
tures the principle K^f Reliffiim^'^^ coustHnt 
^ense of tnelir -unspeaks^le obligations to» and 
dependence iipqn Him, as th^r Creator, 
Preserver, . Redeemer, 9Xid Judge — ^as the 
great Beings who ^'ginally gave them 
^* life and breath," and wiio supports and 
protects that life by his i^^ver-^ceasing pro- 
vidential carert^who i:eitiit« to them, for the 
sake of Jesus Christ ^ the pui|ishaient which 
they have justly incurred by their wilful 
sin^^who^hath promised them an happy 
immortality^ <^n >^^ editable and easy con« 
ditions of repentancf, faith, and obedience 
to his law8^ } but wh^y at the same time, is 
prepared to in4ip^ ^'^ the day of wrath,'' 
on those who will iM>t comply with these 
eonditions, "indignation and wrath, tri- 
V bulation and anguish, upon every soul of 
'^ man that doeth evil.'* 

c S 
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'One should naturally suppose^ indeed^ : 
that this principle qf religion^ which I 
liave just described, would require no posi- 
tive or formal instituHen^ in order to secure 
its hold on the human heart, and to render 
it the great rule and ^guide of man's con^ 
duct in life ; because every thing which we 
see around, and experience within us, must 
necessarily, if properly attended to, remind 
us of God, md our obligations to him. 

But the misfortune is, that man does not 
pay a proper attention to ^* the 'things .that 
** belong'* either " to his duty or bis peace.** 
We are creatures endowed with passions, 
as well as with reason and conscience — pas* 
sions, which, ever since the Fall of Adam« 
have triumphed over (the 4*ational part of 
our nature, and Tendered *4is disinclined to 
holy thought and- consid6i*ate conduct. 
The worlds too, makes loud demands (to 
which Vie are too prone to listen) upon our 
time and at4ention^ and either by its in« 
terests, its pleasuires, or its business, so 
chains us down to the things of this life, 
as to leave us little power, and less desire, 
for the contemj)lation or pursuit of the 
^^ things which are above." 

Such Jbeing the case with our fallen 
nature, it is sufficiently obvious, that had 
Mil tlie Almighty, in his wisdom and good* 
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ness seen fit to ordain at ^e creation^ that . 
a certain, periodical portion of man's time 
should' be exclusively devoted to the pur^- 
poses of religion, and the conoems of the 
soul, the human race would, long ere this 
day , have been without a spark of piety, or a 
ray of spiritual light-*or, as the scriptures 
more forcibly express it, '^ without God in 
M the world." We should utterly have 
forgotten him ** who made us }'* on whom 
we altogether depend £E>r *' life, and breath, 
*^ and all things ;'* and to whom we must 
account hereafter for the manner in which 
we have employed every hour of our tem- 
poral bein^. We should have passed 
through this fleeting scene of existence, 
with the recklessness of *^ the wild ass's 
*' colt ;'' and dropped at last into the grave, 
with as little hope as *' the beasts that 
*' perish," 

The . original institution and stated re^^ 
currence of the Sabbath-day^ however, have 
prevented the world from tiius becoming an 
universal moral desert ; and saved mankind 
from such utter degradation* ^^ The day 
*< which the Lord has made,'' hath ever 
acted, and still continues to act, as^ a charm 
upon the human lebaracter; and in propor- 
tion as it is more or less sanctified^ restrains 
^the spread of irreligion and profligacy t 
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checks the growth of moral ^rrof ; "cleanses 
?* from the secret fault j" ^ keeps from pre* 
" sumptuous sins;** and saves us from 
thinking, or saying *^ with the fool, there 
•• is no God/* 

The very name of the Sabbaith, indeed^ 
h^s holy and pleasing associations connected 
with it, while the stillness of the day— ^the 
open House of God — the solemn forms 
of worship — and the sympathy of social 
devotion,-^— are all calculated to improve^ 
soften, and spiritualize the human heart : to 
recal perpetually to our minds the relations 
in which we stand, to God and his x>rovi<^ 
dence, to Clirist and his cross ; and to 
inspire the soul with those glowing princiw 
pies of piety, which inflamed the heart of 
Pavid, when he exclaimed, " I will sing 
'' unto the Lord as long as I live; I will 
" praise my God, while I have my being**—* 
'* my mouth shall speak the praise of the 
<< Lord, and let all flesh give thanks 
•* unto his holy name for ever and ever.** 

Another merciful intention of the Ssh* 
bath is, that man should have the privilege 
and enjoyment of periodical, stlmary, and 
necessary rest from his daily labour and 
burthensome worldly employments. 

It was one of the grievous consequences 
of the Fall of Adam, and a part of the curse 
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pronounced upon his offence, that he and 
his posterity snould theneeforth ^ ' eat their 
" bread** in •* the sweat of their brow,*' 
till they returned again to that dust out of 
which they had Wn taken. In other 
words, labour and tpil. were then allotted 
to the human race, as the necessary means 
of supporting their existence, and supplying 
their wants. I>^ow, though it might easily 
be shewn that the goodness of God has de» 
prived this branch of the sentence upon 
mankind of much of its apparent sever]ty» 
by making a certain degree of toil both 
pheasant and salutary, and by usually crown- * 
ing the exeitions of honest industry with 
his blessing : yet it cannot be doubted, that 
incessant, unremitted labour would be a 
positive, unmixed, and intolerable eviU 
Both body and mind would sink under its 
pressure : the one, wearied and exhausted ; 
the c%her, dis^rited and broken down. 
Who then can properly estimate (save such 
as experience it) what the corhfort and the 
blessmg of a seventh day, of authorised and 
sanctified remission of labour, must be to 
those who, by the wise appointment of God^ 
are destined to be the lower and working 
classes of society ; the " hewers of wood, 
** and drawers of water ;'' those, by whose 
daily toil we are fed and clothed ; who till 
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the land fbr our benefit and use ; and fui^ 
nisl^ all the means of our conyeuience« 
fcomfort, and luxury? To them the Sab*, 
bath-day may. well be said to bring *• jpy*' 
in its •* morning,** and " healing on its 
•^ wings ;" for it brings a suspension of 
their toilsome employment— ^cleanliness to 
their persons— an opportunity of domestic 
intercourse with their families— -and, above 
all, it mises them^ for the time,, to a level 
with the highest, the proudest, and the most 
prosperous of theiBfellow-meQ; by leading 
them to that place of social wor^ip, ^* where* 
*' the rich and poor meetj together," on. 
precisely the same footing, before ** the 
*' Lord who is the maker of them all'* — as 
dependent creatures^ prai>ing God for his 
goodness, and praying for a continuance 
of it — as miserable sinners, conscious of 
transgression, and supplicating for mercy— 
^^ partakers, with each other, of the same 
fallen nature ; objects of the same universal 
redemption ; and keirs of the same most 
merciful promises. 

Nor let it be imagined that the rich, 
tlie flourishing, and the great, are less 
beholden to " the Giver of all good,'* for 
the sanctified day of rest, than their hum- 
bler *• brethren in the flesh.** T/tej/f toOi 
have no small need of this stated season, ofi 
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repose; not, indeed, from thelabour of their 
hands, bat from the toil of thought ; from 
Martha's care and trouble ** about many • 
*< things ;'' from the distractions of busir 
iiess ; the perplexities of calculation ; and 
the wearying round of incessant amuse* 
ments — for who can say what deplorable 
effects and consequences the pursuit of 
these purely worldly objects would pro* 
jduce upon the minds, and hearts, and souls 
of those who are engaged in them, if a day 
did not frequently recur to interrupt this 
secular chace ; to remind the too anxious 
>nan of business, that ^'the law/' and 
** the statutes," and " the fear," and •^the 
** judgments*' •* of the Ix)rd/' •* are more 
*^ to be desired than gold, yea than much 
** fine gold :" and to warn the thoughtless 
man of pleasure to *^ break off his sins by 
** righteousness," and ♦* his iniquities by 
" repentance/* before^ *• those ^vil days 
^' come,** when " the desire shall fail ;** 
when ^* the daughters of music shall be 
•* brought low ;** and •* the noise of the 
^' harp and the viol, the tabret and the 
" pipe,*' which is now *• heard in^his feasts,*' 
jshall be hushed for evert 

It remains that we should discourse of 
the manner in which the Sabbathi^day ought. 
to be observed^ 
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Man is 80 {lerpetually and entirely de^ 
pendent upon bis Maker, and as a redeemed 
sinner has so deep ah interest in the con- 
cerns of the state beyond the grave, that 
not a single day of bis temporal existence 
should fly away, without bearing on its wing 
a testimony that some portion of it had been 
spent in acknowledgements bf mercies 
received ; in confessions of sins committed ; 
in prayer for pardon on what is passed ; 
and in supplication for grace and assistance 
to perfect obedience for the time to corae« 
This, my fellow^rchristians, is the silent, 
isecret, every-day duty of us all ; and per- 
fectly consistent with our common avoca- 
tions ; a duty which should mix itself with 
the active business of life j though it may 
be performed in our own way, and at our 
own time : and no one who *^ names the 
'' name of Christ/^ can omit this private 
devotion, without wilfully excluding him* 
self from a participation in the benefits of 
Christ's redemption. 

The Sabbatn-day, however, is set apart 
for the public, socid, more formal, and more 
regular exercise of our religious duties. 
It is a day of rest from our worldly labours 
and pursuits, that we may more exclusively 
devote ourselves at this season to God, ana 
his worship. It is a day in which we are t6 
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manifest by external aets, land visible service* 
the sentiments of piety wbicb dwell within 
us-— our ^ra///t^^ to God, who created and 
preserves us — our love to Christ, who died 
and intercedes for ns — our deep sense of 
personal unworthiness— our earnest long- 
ings after the divine life— our heartfelt 
desire of present improvement^ and future 
salvation. It is the day when we are to go 
•* with the multitude, and enter into the 
* ' house of the Lord" — to mix in social 
devotion, in the sacred edifices, raised by 
the piety of our ancestors to the honour 
and. glory of God — to join devoutly and 
fervently in those sublime and beautiful 
services which the fathers of our refohmed 
FAITH prepared for their people, in our 
scriptural book of common prayer — and 
to listen, seriously and attentively, to the 
dniy-appointed Minister, while he reads the 
** Word of God,*' or delivers " the word 
•* of exhortation.'* 

Nor does the full observance of the 
^Sabbath-day terminate with these public 
exercises of religion. It has its negative 
as well as positive duties. Some privations 
must be submitted to ; some conveniences 
be dispensed with ; and some artificial wants 
left unsupplied ; in order to afford to others 
the s^e rest from their labours, and tl^ 
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same advantages from the Sabbath, vhioK 
we ourselves experience. 

Our domestics and dependents have, like 
us, duties to perform, and souls to be saved ; 
similar spiritual privileges; and a natural 
claim upon their ** masters in the flesh" 
for humane consideration, and reasonable 
indulgence V and imperfect will be our 
sanctification of "the Lord's day," if we 
do not so arrange the order of our house- 
holds, as to provide for its menial-members, 
alsOj an opportunity of offering up their 
bounden tribute of public Sunday worship 
to our as well as their Master " who is in 
^ Heaven." 

' It may be observed further, that the ?w- 
pressions which we have rcceived in the 
House of God on the Sabbath-day, are to 
be confirmed, when we return to our own 
house, by the encouragement of feelings 
appropriate to the sacred business in whicii 
we have been engaged; and by occupa- 
tions favourable to the growth of piety and 
virtue — by ** searching the scriptures*'— by 
devout meditation — ^by edifying converse — 
and by prayer and reading with our house- 
hold circle: by throwing over the whole 
day, in short, a character of seriousness 
and sobriett/j befitting that Sabbath which 
t^e Almighty, having created man^ solemnly 
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commanded man to *' keep holy tibrough- 
^ out dl generations.'* 

Let it not be inferred, however, from 
any thing we have hitherto said, that, in 
order to sanctify the Sabbath, we are to 
convert it into a season of austerity and 
^loom ; or to r^ard it as a day of mere 
formal service, who.'e regular rigid obser^ 
vance will be accepted by God, in lieu of 
vtrtuous conduct, active benev4)lence, and 
useful exertion, during the remainder of 
the week. 

Sudi. a notion as this of the Sabbath, its^ 
intention, usee, and ends, would be equally 
false and fatal*. The Sabbatb is^ a day of 
light, and not: of darkness ; which every 
sincere christian will hail in the same spirit, 
with which it was contemplated by Davids 
of old : *' This is the day which the Lord 
*' hath made;, we will refoice and be giad 
** therein'— the day in which the Christ- 
ian will ** rejoice" at the opportunity of 
presenting himself more particularly before, 
his Maker and Saviour, in the house whereia 
God hath " put his name"— -the day in 
which he will be ^* glad*^ at the ** tidings 
" of salvation/' which will there be 
preached to him. It was in this spirit of 
eheerful piety that the believers celebrated 
the Lord's day,^ in the first age of Christie 
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Mity I for " they ate their metiimth glad'-^ 
<* ne^f and singleness of heart ;^' and* 
glowing with joy akid syfnpathyi with social 
feeling and Christian love, they substan*^ 
tially sanctified the Sabbath, by making 
** collectioiis/' aiid providing relief, on that 
day, for '^ the poor saints who were at 
•* Jerusal^nt" 

With the same dispositions of heart, the 
delightful and edifying services of the 
Sunday will be performed by the sincere 
Christian of the present day ; and the like 
practical influence upon his general conduct 
will result from his observance of them. 
He will take with him to his kofnCf and 
bear about with him in the worlds all the 
good feelings which have been awakened 
in his soul by the worship of the Sabbath. 
Moral improvement will spring out of 
public devotion ; and kindness, benevolence, 
and trharity, in heart and behaviour, will 
be the precious fruit of his joining, with bis 
fellow-sinners in the social religious ordi- 
nances of the Lord's day. 

Such, indeed, must be the manner of 
^'keeping holy the Sabbath-day ;*' or, it 
will be a day of no profit to the soul. It 
was the fault of the Jews of old, as it is of 
religious formalists in these times, to rest 
in the outXMrd acts of devotion ; to he 
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satisfi^ n^ilii the strict cbtervance of th6 
ritual of religion ; and n^ect its ettence 
and vital tK)wer*-*tlie d^ng **the will of 
"God." 

The Jews, as the Prophet tells us, showed 
'* down their heads as a bull-rusk ;'' spread 
sackcloth and ashes under them ; and roiule 
every show of mental prostration on their 
appointed fasts, and solemn days of public 
worship, thinking thereby to do acceptable 
service to God, at the very moment when 
their hearts overflowed with uncharitable- 
ness, and ^ their hands were full of wicked- 
^^ ness/' But the Almighty indignantly re- 
jected their religious hypocrisy; their false 
zeal was abomination in nis signt : and while 
(by the mouth of Isaiah) He severely re- 
proves this mockery of his holiness. He 
describes, in language which applies as strictly 
to Christians as it did to the Jews, the dis- 
positions and spirit in which public worship 
must be performed, and the practical bene- 
volence with which it must be associated, in 
order to obtain his blessing upon it : paint- 
ing, at the same time, in glowing colours, 
the reward which shall rest upon the head 
of him who thtts sanctifies God's holy day. 
^* Is it not to loose the bands of wicked- 
ness : to undo the heavy burthens ; and 
to let the oppressed go free ; and that ye 
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** break every yoke ? Is it not to deal t^y 
^ bread to the hungry.; and that thou 
*' bring the poor that are Ciast out to thine 
** house ? when thou seest the naked, 
** that thou cover him ; and that thou hide 
f not thyself from thine own flesh ? 

* ' Then shall thy light break forth as the 
morning, and thine health shall spring 
* forth speedily ; and thy righteousness^ 
shall go before thee; and the glory o£ 
^^ the Lord shall be thy rewai'd/' 
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DISCOURSE irr. 



SbUtiett. THE INSTITUTION OF 

MARRIAGE. 

The Marriage State obdaikbd by God; and 

SUITABLB TO TIffi NaTURB OF MaN. TUU FOR- 
MATION OP Woman. Reciprocal Duties op 
Husband and Wife. Parental Education. 



GENESIS n. 24. 

Therefore shall a man leave his fa^itr a/nd his mother; 
a$id siuiU cleave tmio his wife*, Amd ihey shall b^ 
onejlesh, 

THE sligHtest knowledge of the nature 
of roan roust eonvTnce us that he is 
a social being : in other words, that he is 
formed with faculties, both bodily and 
mental, which render it necessary as well 
as desfrable to hiro to consort with beings 
of bis own kind. So inferior is he in size, 
strength, agility, and other physical qua- 
lities, to several tribes of the aniroal creation, 
that,^ had his [propensities led hiro to aa 
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absolutely solitary life, his existence upon 
the face of the globe must soon have been ter- 
minated: foTi alone and ufiassisted, he could 
nev^ have protected himself ^;ainst the 
beasts of the field» who would have disputed 
the possession of the earth with him, and 
speeaily have swept away from its surface 
every vestige of the humita kind. 

'iDie faculties of his mind rmider it still 
more apparent th«t man was intended for 
society. His intellectual powers place him 
unspeakablv higher on the scale of creation 
than any other mhabitant of the earth ; and 
require, for their. exercisc.a communication 
with creatures equally gifted with himself. 
He has qffections^ also, for which he can 
find no objects here below, unless it be the 
rational part of God's creation. He has 
sjftnpatkieSf moreover, which would not only 
be useless but distressing to him, wens 
there not congenial beings around htm» 
with whom they might be reciprocated: 
and further, he has wants and desires^ which 
can be supplied, or accomplished, only by 
the relations which spring out of humafi 
society. 

It is clear, however, that the general and 
extensive relations of social life, those of 
country, or even of neighbourhood, are not 
bufficient for the wishes and purposes of 
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man. Heiniist form HiirowereoniiectioDSt 
«id closet* ties of union, for the expression 
of those feelingSt whose proper exercise 
affords (toe of the principal and purest 
sources of human happiness* 

We M know, aiid feel, that our own 
personal pleasures and pains can neither be 
partaken nor experienced by the world atr 
large; but that, in order to increase the 
one or alleviate the Other, we must quit 
the crowd, and seek particular intimates*-^ 
bosom friends, who will identify their feel^ 
ings and interests with our own ; will 
'* rcgoice'' with us when we ** do rejoice;*' 
and ""* mourn*' with us when we '* mourn/'. 
There is- both a grief and a^' joy,'* in 
which '* the stranger intermeddleth not,"^ 
with which society cannoti will not, trouble 
itself; and which, indeed, no one is capable 
of participating, or authorised to interfere 
in, except those who are ** dear unto ua 
** even as our own soula. " 

We all know, and feel, that it '* is not 
* ^ good for UB to be alone,'' and that life' 
denies us half its blessings, unless the enjoy- 
ments which it is capable of affording, be 
shared by a connection, closer to the heart' 
than the relationship even of a fatlier and- 
a mother. 

8uch are the propensities, feelings, and 
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beatow upon him j a^d haying thus -pre- 
pared him for its reception, God, by an 
act, which (whether literally, or, to some 
thinks fificuratively^ described) marks the 
intimate connection between the two sexes, 
and their entire dependence upon each 
other « finished the scheme of temporal 
happiness which He had d^esigned for many 
by the f<mrmation of a c^Mpmion every 
way suitable ta him i and instituted, at the 
same nrnment, for che increase of the 
human rnce, and for the pf omotieu of the 
best satisfactions of mati's temporal state, a 
relationship^ which « next to that in which 
he standi to his- Maker, is the most dear 
and sacred in which be can b^ placed — 

the HOLY fiSTATE OF MATRIMONY. ' 

. Away, then ^ with that bideoils corrup- 
tion of' the Chvistiim fnithi repugfnant alike 
to the claims of nature and the will of 
God, which **' ferbids to marry;*' atid eon- 
demns those, who vinere intended to be 
*^ uKeftfl in th^rgeneratidn,'^ to cheerless 
singleness ; to waiste the charms, and graceK, 
and vh-tiiea, of actiYo early life, in gloomy 
absttaction from the world and all its social 
duties! Away with that coldi heartless, 
calculating volk^^ so popnla^ in modern 
tim^es, which would displace the Creator 
from the superintendence and* m^n^ge^ 
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ment of the popuIatioQ of the world ; ond^ 
lo promote its own groveling, narrow, and 
mistaken views of polUiMl good$ would 
weaken, if not abrogate, the obiigation of 
that great general bw, given to all ani« 
mated Nature* wheti it cam^ fresh and fiiir 
from the hand of the Almighty^-^^XNCREASE 

AND MULtlFLY* 

The ordinance of marriage having thus 
been, proved to " be of God, *' and ita in- 
fluence on man'3 temporal happiness sho^vn 
to be highly important; it will be desirable, 
in the next pl^ce, to speak of the dutks 
arising out of this^ form of social relationship* 

^'Uherefore shall a man leave his father 
'< and his mother, and ishall cleave unto his 
'* wife, and they shall be one flesh/' 

This lafiguage requires no explanation ; 
'^ he th(it runneth may.read," and under- 
stand. The injunation is the command of 
God, (in the Wi^*d^ pf on inspired writeri) 
delivered on theor^inal appointment of the 
state of wedlock! and-clearly indicaltes the 
sacredness pf ^the. ^pnriection, the intimate 
nature of the unionj and the obligation of 
those who are pariiea in it to ful^l their 
reciprocal eng^gen^eilM^ 

It is true, indeed,; and^the fact ia deeply 
to be lameqte4f tha(^ the profi^sor* of ^he 
christian faith dp net ia general regard the 



inatrimomal state in this serious/ solemn 
point of view. The world makes a code . 
of morals for itself; and regulates most of 
Its practices by any other principles than 
those of relijfion. Fashion and custom 
vjsurp the authority of the Bible ; and, in 
the place of its direct and positive, its pure 
and holy, laws, substitute maxims ef their 
©wn, accommodated to the passions or inte- 
rests, the caprices or vices, of their votaries; 
and encourage, by example as w«ll as pre- 
cept, the unblamed violation of every moral 
and religious obligation. They "forsake 
'' God, the foimftain of Kving waters, and 
* hew them out cisterns, broken cisterns, 
** that can hold no water." Hence it is that 
the marriage vow is butJightly esteemed by 
multitudes of the believing tvoi'ld ; and if 
we were called Aipon to point out the most 
obnoxious feature ^in our existing national 
manners, we might, perhaps, be justified in 
saying,— it i« tlie levitt/ with which the 
contract is formed, thejrequenc^ with which 
it is violated, and the facilitt/mth which it 
is legally made void. 

The pervei^eness of man, however, can- 
not alter the stable and ^eternal holiness of 
God, nor make darkness light, nor light 
darkness. His moral law, jike himself, is 
unchangeable; '* the same yesterday, to- 
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** day, and for ever." What He has blessed, 
it shall be blessed ; and what He has cursed, 
upon it shall his' curse remain. In opposi- 
tion to the licentious principles of a corrupt 
world, God, by the mouth of his Apostle, 
has said, *' marriao^e is honourable in all, and 
^* the bed uiidefiled :*' sanctifying in the 
New Testament the state which He had 
ordained in the Old one ; and has added, 
•* but whoremongers and adulterers God 
•* will judge ;•' denouncing a penalty, not 
to be avoided, upon the infringement of its 
obligations. 

It cannot be doubted, therefore, that 
foremost on the list of conjugal duties 
stands the ^fidelity of the respective parties 
to each other. It was implied before the 
contract; it was pledged at the altar; it is 
conmianded in " the tables of the cove- 
•' nant,** " Thou shalt not commit aduli 
•* tery ;" and it is repeatedly recognized 
and enjoined in the more extended law of 
Jesus Christ. Nothing, oonsequently, can 
bemore sacred or binding than the marriage 
vow of personal fidelity. The authority 
of the divine command to maintain it un« 
broken' is -seconded by the sanctions of 
human laws; and deliberately to violate it, 
in defiance of the prohibition of God, and 
the precepts 6f Christ; in opposition to 

VOL.1. D 
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every dicfcte of gratitude* every claim of 
ai&ction^ and every sentiment of virtue and 
true honour; is such a ** great oifence,^' 
such a ^* presumptuous sin," as seems well to 
merit that ^* greater damnation" which the 
Almighty has reserved for the punishment 
of the most atrocious guilt. The adul- 
terer and ADULTERESS stand convicted 
and condemned by the law and the gospeL 
The sentence of both is pronounced against 
them ; and its execution can be averted 
only by consummate shame, bitter remorse, 
and sincere contrition; by.heartfelt anguish 
for their past guilt, and unconquerable re- 
solutions to '* go and sin no more/* 

Another important duty included in the 
marriage vow is the performance of the 
implied pledge made at the altar, of un^ 
reserved torifidence between the parties 
concerned in it« 

The interests of a married couple are so 
intimately and inseparably connected, that 
it is difficult to conceive any circumstance 
or situation i^^ting the one, which would 
be, or at least which ought to be, altqge* 
ther indifferent to the other. Th^y have, 
in the presence of God and his. church » 
joined their hands ^ for better and for 
" worse,'* to share together all " the 
** changes and chances of this moital Iife»'* 
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iickness and health, riches and naverty, 
good report and evil report, ** to love and 
^* to cherish,'* to protect and support, to 
counsel and advise, each other, till death 
sliall dissolve the sacred union ; and ought« 
therefore, like the primitive christians, to 
have ** all things common;*', their posses*^ 
sions and interests, their views and objects, 
every plan of action, and every thought of 
the heart, that can affect the mutual welfare 
or peace ef the nnited pair. 

Nor let us forget, in enumerating the 
weighty duties of married life, reciprocal 
Icindness of hearty gentleness o( manners^ 
and sweetness of temper. 

Both parties, it is trae, «re under an 
equal obligation to maintain a conduct 
*' void of offence" towards each other ; 
and by mutual accommodation and for- 
bearance, to render their union « state of 
liarmony, and their home the residence of 
peace. From the very nature of things, 
however, it seems to be more necessary to 

Sress the observance of these duties on the 
usband than on the wife, because in most 
instances they are neglected by the former 
rather than the latter. 

But surely nothioig can be more disgrace- 
ful or unmanly, as well as unchristian like; 
than harsh ,or morose, unkind or icrueU 
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behaviour to the wife of the bosom. Women 
are weak, defenceless, and dependent. To 
treat them, therefore, with gentleness and 
tenderness is but a natural generosity. 
When woman enters into the married state, 
she makes great sacrifices ; she surrenders 
her will to the direction of another ; she 
submits her inclinations to the control of 
her husband ; and engages in a life of soli- 
citude, anxiety, and care. Common grati- 
tude, therefore, seems to demand that the! 
return made to her by the partner of her 
fortunes for what she relinquishes, and what 
she undertakes, shouhl be uniform affection 
and uninterrupted kindness ; a constant 
course of mild and forbearing treatment ; 
solace under her pains ; assistance aHiid her 
perplexities ; and that encouragement and 
approbation of her domestic toils, as will 
charm away their irksomeness, and render 
her duty her delight. 

The christian law, which is ever in uni- 
son with every generous and benevolent 
feeling of our nature^ echoes the language 
t)f gratitude and natural affection in this 
respect ; and gives such repeated and par- 
ticular injunctions against all severity and 
sourness of behaviour towards ** the weaker 
'^vessel,'' as cannot be mistaken but by 
wilful blindness, nor disregarded without 
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incurring the displeasure of' Him who or- 
dained the marriage state. ** Husbands, 
** love your wives, and be not bitter against 
*' them/' ** So ought men to love their 
** wives, even as ' their own bodies. He 
'* that loveth his wife loveth himself; for 
** no man ever yet hated his own flesh, but 
** nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the 
*• Lord, the church." " Husbands, love 
«< your wives, even as Christ also loved the 
** church, and gave himself for it.'' ^' Let 
'' every one of you in particular so love his 
** wife even as himself." 

It may be observed, Anally, in speaking 
of maiTied life, that there is another duty 
of considerable moment, which, in most 
instances, arises out of this connection, 
a duty whose conscientious performance is 
equally incumbent on the husband and the 
wife, — I mean the proper ^* nurture and 
" admonition" of the offspring with which 
it may please God to bless them. 

When we consider the effects of early 
education on the character of the rational 
being which is the object of it, the import- 
ance of ingrafting into the mind of a child 
religious, moral, and honourable principles, 
will be strikingly apparent. ** Train up a 
**• child in the way he should go, and when 
^* he is old be will not depart from it," is 
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the maxim of one who had thought, ani 
seen, much of human nature ; and the ex-- 
perience of ages confirms the truth, of Solo- 
mon's celebrated proverb. But the influence 
of early education is not confined to time ; 
it stretches . into eternity ; and from the 
turn which it gives to the* character here, 
we may reasonably conclude vihat the allot- 
ment of the soul will lie t^reafter. 

What an awful consideration is this to 
those who stand in the relation of parents/ 
and how powerfully does it press upon them 
the obligation of ** giving all diligence** 
to instit into the young and ductile minds 
of their children holy ami virtuous prin- 
ciples i to make known to them ^* the 
*• truth** as early as they are capable of 
apprehending it ^ and to pre-occupy their 
hearts with the love of God and his laVv, 
ere the world shall endeavour to bewitch 
them with an exclusive affectioafor ^^ things 
'' below.'* 

It is a famiKar truth, that few <of us are 
deficient in afibrding to our children that 
kind and degree of education which will 
qualify them foB all the purposes of the 
world; which will enable them to pursue 
its business with success, grapple with its- 
difficulties, and acquire its emoluments and 
ftAnouis } nor da we hesitate to expend 
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large and unreasonable sums in ornamental 
qualificatioQ8| in order to render then>. 
graceful, accomplished, and attractive, and 
fit to mingle in the circles of elegance and 
fashion ; but it is much to be feared, that 
if the system of infantine education in pri- 
Tate households were to be examined with 
a critic's eye, we should find far inferior 
attention paid, and much less pains taken^ 
to mould the character a[ the child to the 
duties of a religious^ moral, accountable, 
and . immortal bemg^ than are demoted ta. 
qualify the youth of both sexes- for pros-^ 
perouSf admired^ or glittering members of 
society. 

Disastrous and fatal, however, is such a 
mistake in early nurture ; and great must 
be the guilt, in the sight of God, of those 
parents, .who, with their eyes open, allow 
themselves to fall into it* They are the 
worst foes of their own offspring, both in 
time and in eternity* They are withhold- 
ing from them the key of that knowledge, 
compared with which all other " wisdora**^ 
is but " foolishness, " — the knowledge which 
^< maketh wise unto salvation/' They are 
withholding from them the joys, the com- 
forts, and the consolations of religion ; and 
turning them upon, a seductive and vicious 
world, without any proper principle of 
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direction for their conduct amid its danger- 
ous temptations, or any means of support 
under its trials and afflictions. They are» 
in short, withholdii^ from them the best, 
the only shield of defence against all that 
can assault the soul, or overwhelm the spirit, 
in this life ; and exposing them (a thought 
which may well strike daggers to the heart 
of every careless parent) to the danger of 
being numbered with the condemned in 
that future state of being, whiich will be 
alike without change and without end I 
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DISCOURSE IV. 



§u6|ert THE FALL OF ADAM. 

Moral and PRvsitAL Evil, their Caitsb. The 
Free-will of Man. Temptation, its Na- 
ture. The Dcty of sbunnin« or REsisxiNa 
it. 



GENESIS ill. 6. 



She took of the fruit Aereqf and did eat^ and gave 
cUso unto her husband udth her^ and he did eat, 

THAT human life is a state of imper- 
fection and trouble, embittered by- 
many moral and physical evils; and that no 
condition of it is free from pains of body 
and sorrows of spirit j are facts, forced upon 
our conviction, by general and personal 
experience; by what we observe, when wa 
throw a glance into Society; and by what 
we feel, when we confine our attentioa ta 
our own temporal lot. 
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Every stage, indeed, of man's mortaS 
journey furnishes proofs more than suffi- 
cient to confirm these truths. 

The weakness, he^lessness, and nume- 
rous diseases of infancy;: the disastrous and 
often fatal efl^cts of the uncontrolled pas- 
sions of youth ; the eares,^^^ perplexities, and 
deliberate violations of duty in manhood, 
and the evils and remorse that follow all such 
wilful sin; the in&aikies^: distresses, and 
privations of oM ^e, ** when the grinders 
•* cease because they are few; when the 
*< keepers of the house do tremble ; and 
'* those that look out of the windows be 
^ darkened :^ all these mehmeholy and 
humiliating appearances combine to assure 
us, that Jacob's representation to Pharaoh 
of the nature of human life in his own case 
applies to the generality of mankind ; " few 
" and evil are the dayjs of the years of our 
** pilgrimage ;** and that Job was fufly 
*^ justified in his saying,'*^ when he asserted 
that *^ man is born unto trouble^ as the 
** sparks fly upwards*" 

This lowering aspect of the condition of 
man here below was remarked and acknow- 
lodged by the more thoughtful part of the 
ancient Gentile world ; and occasioned no 
small perplexity to their minds. 

They could not conceive that a state o£ 
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being, into which so large a' poHion of eviF 
had been infused, coold be the gift of s 
God, infinitely good and infinitely wise. 
*^ Had such been the attributes of the 
<* Creator,'' they reasoned, " his creation 
*' would have been a production consistent 
*! with these attributes ; the morfd world 
** would have pi^esented an uniform picture 
^' of excellence, harmony, and peace ; and 
*• the face of external nature would have 
** worn an universal and perpetual smile. 
^^ But, instead of this necessary result of 
^* united beneficence and wisdom, we see 
*.* the one over-^run with vice and misery ;. 
*'} and the other deformed by every species 
•* of physical eviL** 

Unable, therefore, to settle their doubts,. 
and satisfy their difficulties, many of the 
heathen sages adopted the most impious 
or senseless fancies to account for them : 
and attributed appearances^ which ta them 
were incomprehensible, either to a blind 
chance^ that acted without design or system ^; 
or to a fixed )2i£?, that directed all things by 
it;s own malignant will ; or to the jpintopera« 
tion of two opposite and contending princi- 
pies / the one^oorf, showering down blessings 
upon man,, and the place of his habitation ; 
the other evil^ pouring inisery into the cuj^ 
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of life, and blasting the visible creation with ' 
ever^r noxions visitation. 

Happily, however, for mankind, tossed 
by doubt, and wandering in darkness on 
this difficult subject ; there is a fountain of 
light, infinitely brighter than the specula- 
tfons of the sage, or the dreams of the 
philosopher, to which they may have re- 
course for full illumination, and compleat 
satisfaction, amid their perplexing diffi- 
culties. 

Revealed Religion dispels, in a mo- 
ment, all the obscurity that surrounds the 
subject; and the holy bible affords a 
particular explanation, how '* these things 
" came to pass." We there find that ** in 
'' the beginning,'' man, and the place of 
his residence, wore a very different aspect 
to that which they now present; that, 
formed' *^ in the image of God,'* be was a 
creature bright with every moral beauty, 
and exempt from every natural evil ; and 
that the place of his abode was every way 
suited to the excellence of its inhabitant: 
but that man, careless of his extraordinary 
privileges, and despising the goodness of 
Him who had bestowed them, wilfully and 
deliberately stooped to sin, and violated the 
divine command ; that in consequence of 
this fatal acty he corrupted his nature ; the 
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brightness of his intellect wKs clouded ; the 
nice balance of his mental faculties was 
destroyed; passion seized the reins of 
human conduct from the hand of reason ; 
will triumphed over conscience ; tumultuous 
feelings, cares, anxieties, and sorrows, 
crowded into his heart; weaknesses and 
diseases assailed his ^' outward man ;** sin, 
misery, and death, spread themselves over 
the fallen race; and universal nature, ani- 
mate and inanimate, partaking in the con- 
sequences of the mortal offence, exhibited, 
from that moment, all the evils which now 
disfigure its face. 

Our text relates the commission of the 
sin which introduced all this disorder into 
the world ; but it may be useful to quote, 
from the inspired volume, a few verses 
which precede it. 

*' And the Lord God commanded the 
** man, saying. Of every tree of the garden 
^' thou mayest freely eat ; but of the tree 
'' of the knowledge of good and evil 
** thou shalt not eat of it ; for in the day 
** that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely 
" die." 

And ^^ the serpent said unto the woman ; 
^* Yea, hath God said, ye shall not eat of 
" every tree of the garden ? And the 
<< woman said unto the serpent. We may 
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" eat of the fruit df the trees of the garden r 
♦• but of the fruit of the tree which is- 
** in the midst of the garden, God hath 
^^ said, ye shall not eat of it^ neither shall' 
*• ye touch it, lest ye die. 

^^ And the serpent said unto the woman, 
^* Ye shall not surely dier for God doth 
<^ know, that in the day ye eat thereof, 
'^ then your eyes shall be opened, and ye 
*' shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 

** And when the woman saw that the 
f* tree was good for food, and that it was^ 
^* pleasant to the eye, and a tree to be 
** desired to make one wise, she took of the 
^^ fruit thereof and did eat, and gave also 
^* to her husband with her, and he did eat." 
< It is not for man to attempt to vindicate 
the counsels or operations of God, for 
** his ways are not as oup ways, nor his 
^^ thoughts as our thoughts ;'' but we may 
l>e permitted to say, that, in this narrative 
from holy writ,, every thing is as consistent 
with infinite goodness, a» it is with consum- 
mate wisdom and justice.. The benefit 
bestowed upon mankind was unmerited and 
immense ; the obedience exacted of him» 
simple and easy ; the command to fulfil it, 
plain and authoritative ; and^the sentence 
upon his rebellion, clear and inevitable* 
He had a will, to choose between the evil 
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arid tlie good. He had reason^ to gufde 
his mind ; he had conscience^ to rule his 
heart ; and, more than all, he had *' the* 
^ living God'' himself,, to seek counsel and 
assistance from^ in the hour of difficulty 
and jeopardy— but in deHance of all these 
claims upon his love, his gratitude, his con- 
fidence, and duty ; in spite of his convic- 
tion of danger, and eertainty of punishment;, 
he suffered himself to become the victim* 
ef a light temptation, and to sacrifice the 
happiness of himself and his* posterity to a 
mean indulgence. How absurd as well as 
impious, therefi^e, would it be, to tax the 
l)ivine proeeedinga with any severity in 
the punishment ol Adam, or in the conse- 
quences of the Fall; since every circum^ 
stance of the transaction manifestly shows 
that ^' he pulled doivn upon himself de- 
** struction by the work of his own hands" 
—that ** God made man upright j" but that 
" he followed his own mventiohs,** and 
was ruined* 

The instruction to be derived from the 
history of the fall is of a twofold nature,, 
doctrinal and practical ; and will lead me 
to make a few remarks, 1st, on the free^ 
mil of man ; and 2dly, on the wisdom and 
(duty of avoiding or resisting temptation. 
Ihat any one who has the ipaeans of ob-^ 
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servation, the faculty of reining, and, 
above all, the light of the^ible, to direct 
bis opinions, should deny/ or even doubt, 
man's Jree-agencT/ ; ^hat is, his power of 
choosing between good and evil, and of 
acting tip to the dictates of his own will, ' 
and the views which he takes of his own 
immediate or eventual good; might well' 
be regarded as a thing highly improbable; 
did we not know that the extraordinary 
notion has had its professors in every age 
of the world; and that no small number 
of the Church of Christ avow their belief 
of it in the present day* 

That Adam sinned by the eternal decree 
of God» and therefore could not avoid his 
lapse ; and that the actions and destinies of 
all his posterity are determined by the same 
immutable ordinance, without regard to the 
volition of thehapless agents, are propositions 
which (however " strange*' they may sound 
to the ears of the plain and reasonable chris- 
tian) have frequently echoed, and are too 
frequently heard, from the pulpits of our 
own refonqed and enlightened Zion. 

But, assuredly, they are utterly repug- 
nant both to common sense and scriptural 
authority. 

The conviction of our freedom of will is 
not an inference of reasoning, but a feeling 
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of intuition. We are as sensible of oor 
uncontrolled power to choose or avoid an 
object or an action, as we are of the 
faculty of voluntary motion : and the only 
motive which we recognize in the direction 
of our will, is the expectation of some im-^ 
mediate gratificatioDi or the hope of some 
future satisfaction. 

It is this freedom of will, and liberty of 
^oice, exercised under the influence of 
the powerful passions, strong prejudices^ or 
violent desires of mankind, which account 
for, and explain, all the disorders and in- 
consistences of the moral world; the fre- 
quent triumphs of vice over virtue ; the 
transgressions of the good, and the follies of 
the wise. 

All the material parts of the creation^ 
which are insensible, inanimate, or irra* 
tional, pursue their determined courses, 
and fulfil their destined uses, with unifor- 
mity and order. The earth gives her 
appointed seasons, afid her regular vicissi- 
tudes of day and night, without interrup- 
tion or confusion. The sun implicitly 
follows the Jp6th marked out for him 
through the Heavens ; and the moon and 
stars have foiled on, without altering their 
courses, from the beginning of time : while 
man, on the contrary, is perpetually starting 
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from the orbit of his duty, and distnrbmg^' 
and disfigurhig the moral beauty, harmony, 
and peace of himself and all aronnd him* 
The cause, however, of this apparent ex* 
ception to the general character of goodness, 
which is stamped upon creation, is easilir 
discovered. The law impressed upon 
matter by the Framer of the universe was a 
fixed, irrefragable, and unalterable one : 
inasmuch as matter, without reason or 
consciousness, was created only for a time ; 
and had no account to render,, when ** time 
*' shall be no more/' But to man, who 
was made in *' the image of God,^ or 
endowed with every moral and intellectual 
faculty, and therefore responsible for his^ 
actions, the Almighty gave ** the law of 
V the mind ;" a law clear istnd powerful, but 
not irresistible ; one which ought to lead^ 
indeed, but was not intended to compel him^ 
a Jaw which pointed out the path to holi* 
ness, happiness, and peace, but did not 
Jbrce him to pursue it ;, leaving him an un- 
lettered option, to accept or refuse, ta 
^' bear or to forbear ;" and thus rendering 
him an object either of reward or punish- 
ment, at the great day of universal judg- 
ment. For it is a self-evident .truth, that 
without this full power of regulating his 
ffpral actions^ independently of any thing 



exeept tbe suggestions of his own passions; 
ftnd the motions of his own will ; without 
an unrestrained privilege of ** choosing the 
^^ eyil> and refusing the good/^ at his own 
free pleasure ; human virtue and vice would 
be terms without a meanings and man could 
not, consistently with our ideas of justice* 
be called upon hereafter to *^ give an ao* 
" count of the deeds done in his body/' 

Upon this principle all the irregularities 
and deformities of the moral world are at 
once explained. Acknowledging ** the law 
^' of his mind/* but conscious that he has 
the power of violating it» and feeling ano* 
ther ** law in his members/'— rash desire, 
violent passion, and wanton will, — man 
voluntaiily listens to these bad advisers, 
(as Eve did of old to the voice of the sei** 
pent,) bteaks through the rules of duty^ 
throws the moral world into a state of 
anarchy, and, consistently with, the most 
perfect notions of retributive justice, ren- 
ders himself criminal, and therefore a pro* 
per object of punishment, in the sight of 
God. 

A similar view of the free-will of man is 
held out to us in the scriptures of the Old 
and New Testament. The doctrine, indeed,, 
is a point of actual revelation. The Ten 
Commandments most clearly imply thaib 
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mankind were entirely uncontrolled in 
their choice of *^ the blessing" or •* the 
<< curse'' ; that they had the most perfect 
freedom of obeying the law, and reaping 
the reward of obedience ; or of rebeih'ng 
against it, and incurring the penalty of its 
infringement. And the Almighty is repeat- 
edly represented, in the figurative language 
of the rrophets, as ** rising up early," and, 
by the mouths of his inspired messengers, 
remonstrating with the Jeivs on their sins ; 
and alternately intreating, imploring, and 
threatening them, that they might renounce 
their iniquities, turn unto him, and live for 
ever — a proceeding of no meaning or force, 
if this backsliding people had been the sub* 
jects of irreversible, unconditional decrees, 
which determined their conduct here, and 
their destiny hereafter. 

The same doctrine is presented to us with 
a similar clearness and force in the New 
Testament. " Repent, believe," . and be 
obedient, (all acts of pure volition,) form 
the sum of all its precepts ; and *^ be saved,'* 
through the atonement of the Saviour, is 
the reward promised by the free mercy of 
God, for the sake of JesUs Christ, upon 
this voluntary and steady performance of 
fai^ commandments. There is, it must be 
coufessedi (;onsidei*able difficulty in the way 
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of performing them, because the path is 
beset by those formidable enemies of our 
salvation* — ** the world, the flesh, and the 
*' devil/' who have leagued themselves to* 
gether against our happiness and peace ; 
and, under the form of temptation^ are 
perpetually seducing or frightening us from 
our duty, and all but compelling us to 
throw ourselves into ** the snares of sin," and 
reap ** the wages" of the " second death." 
But this is not an insurmountable obstacle 
in the road of virtue and everlasting hap** 

Einess ; for man has an absolute power, if 
e pray for the aid of God's grace, both of 
avoiding and resisting temptation ; and 
therefore hia conduct and its consequences 
are still in his own hands. 

That it is both his duty and his wisdom 
so to do will be manifested in the remainder 
of this discourse. 

*^ Let no man say,*' (it is the Apostle 
James who speaks,) *^ let no man say, when 
'' he is tempted, I am tempted of God ; 
for : God cannot be tempted with evil, 
neither tempteth he any man ; but every 
man is tempted, when he is driwn away 
<< of his own lust, and - enticed." The 
nature of temptation' Cannot be more clearly 
pointed out : it cometh not of God, but it 
is something presented to our senses, fancy^ 
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or Imagination, the compliance with or the 
possession of which wiil gratify our pas** 
^ons, and promote, as we think, our welU 
being; 

Of this weakness in our nature^ man's 
great spiritual foe is fully aware ; and is 
^ver bringing before our view ** the for- 
^^ bidden tree,'' and enticing us to taste its 
deadly fruit. His temptations are adapted 
to all orders and conditions of mankind ; 
and whatever our situation in society may 
be, there are ** cai^ises of ofience peculiarly" 
connected with it, into which he will entice 
^s, if we do not, on the first glance at what 
IK wrong, flee from the snare which he has 
^read before us. '^ Flee from sin as from 
** the face of a serpent," is the injunction 
of ah inspired writer $ manifesting that in 
this spiritttal war flight alone is victory. 

It must be acknowledged, however, that, 
with all our vigilance and caution, we can- 
not always woid temptation. It will come 
tipon us sometimes by surprise, and at others 
in so insidious a form as to mock our 
utmost "care. In su<^ a ease as thia our 
|>rivUege of free-will must be exercised in 
a different way: our duty, ihen, is to 
renat temptation. *^ Resist the devil," 
writes Si;, James, ^^ and he will flee from 
*« ypu,'* We must -sulgugate our wiU to 
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reason^ our passions to conscience, and our 
desires to the commandments of God. We 
must oppose to our spiritual adversary ** the 
*' helmet of salvation" and ** the sword of 
^* the spirit,'* and present " the shield of 
** faitt" against " «11 the fiery darts of the 
^< wicked one ;" and, above all, we must 
pray, with " all prayer and supplication/' 
for the assistance of that Holy Spirit, who 
will be our snr« support in the time of 
unlooked-for trial, our all-sufficient succour 
in the hour of unexpected need, and who 
will assuredly in the end bring us off from 
the £eld of battle *^more than conquerors/' 
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Skntitct. THE PROMISE OF THE 

SAVIOUR. 

CHRtST PROMISED, PREFIGURED, AND PREDICTED, 
THROUGH THE WttOLE OF THE OliD TESTAMENT* 

The Power and partial Success of our 
Spiritual Foe. Effectually resisted by 
the sincere Christian. Moral Inferences. 
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/ wili put enmity between thee and the vooman, and 
between thy seed and her seed: iti shall bruise thy 
heady and thou shalt bruise his heel, 

IT is the observation of an ingenious 
writer, " In reading the book of Gene- 
** sis, search for Chrislt for Moses wrote 
*' of him. More is said of him here than 
'' most men suspect. In truth, Jesus is the 
** sum and substance of the whole book, and 
" is all along set forth in types," 

This remark is quite accurate as far as it 
goes; but might, with the utmost propriety^. 
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be extended to almost erery bdok of the 
Old Testament, which, more or less, sha- 
dows oat the promised Saviour, and the 
redemption wrought for fallen man through 
hi^ atonement. 

For this assertion we have the authority 
of Christ himself, who tells the Jews that 
the scriptures generaJIy " bear witness" of 
him ; and in his conversation with the dis- 
ciples, after his resurrection, he declares to 
them, that the events which had occurred 
were only fulfilments of *'all the things 
*• which were written in the law of Moses," 
(or the Pentateuch,) " and the Prophets," 
(or the historical as well as prophetical 
books,) ** and .the Psalms, concerning 
" Him;" thus pointing at the wAo/e of the 
Bible as predictive of himself. 

A wonderful chain, indeed, of promises 
and intimations, of types and prophecies, 
runs through the entire canon of the old 
covenant, indicating and prefiguring, with 
the ipost astonishing accuracy, that ** great 
" Salvation," whose completion and history 
are narrated in the New Testament ; and 
scarcely a page of it can be opened which 
does not carry in it some allusion, either 
direct or indirect, to the promivsed '* seed of 
" the woman," of Him, who, *• in "the 
^* fulness of time," was to be manifested m 
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the flfesh, to « bniise the serpfettt'i head ;" 
or, in other ^ words, to check the present 
influence, and destroy, eventually, the whole 
power, of Satan. 

It is true, that the intimations of the 
Messiah in the earlier periods of the world 
were comparatively obscure and glimmer- 
ing, like the first misty dawn of the ** morn- 
^^ ing spread upon the mountains ;'' but as 
** the day-spring from on high'' advanced^ 
and the advent of the Saviour drew nearer, 
every succeeding age bore a brighter and 
clearer testimony to the truth of the original 
promise ; and, by more frequent and more 
particular predictions, assured to believers 
the approaching appearance of *^ the Sun 
'^ of righteousness" on the horizon of a 
world that lay in ** darkness and the sha- 
•' dow of death." 

The text contains the first intimation 
afforded to mankind of this great Redeemer, 
and (if I may so express myself) of the 
me.thod of his redemption ; and never was 
a cheering promise given when succour 
was more needed, or solace could be more 
acceptable. 

The fatal act which robbed man of inno- 
cence, nature of her harmony, and the world 
of its beauty, had been committed; and the 
trembling culprits^ our first parents, stood 
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before their insulted Maker* abashed and 
terrified ; looking forward, with the justest 
expectation, to the execution of that sen- 
tence upon them, which their wilful disobe- 
dience and daring rebellion so well deserved 
-—eternal death, utter extinction, hopeless 
annihilation ( The situation of Adam and 
his guilty partner, however, is best described 
in the words of Holy Writ ; than which no- 
thing can be more affecting and impressive. 
And they heard the voice of the Lord 

God walking in the garden in the cool 

of the day; and Adam and his wife hid 
" themselves from the presence of the Lord 
<' God amongst the trees of the garden. 

** And the Lord called iinto Adam, and 
•* said, Where art thou ? And he said, I 
'^ heard thy voice in the garden, and I was 
** afraid, because I was naked, and I hid 
" myself. 

•* And He said, Who told thee that thou 
'* wast naked ? Hast thou eaten of the 
'Vtree whereof I commanded thee that 
** thou shouldest not eat? 

** And the man said. The woman whom 
'* thou gavest to be with me, she gave me 
'* of the tree, and I did eatt 

■ ** And the Lord God said unto the wo- 
'^ man, What hast thou done ? And the 
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** woman said, The serpent beguiled me, 
•" and I did eat." 

Never was a more wretched defence 
framed for the palliation of guilt, nor could 
ipoorer excuses have been offered for wilful 
rebellion against the positive command of 
God ! for a ready compliance with the 
wicked desire -of a deluded woman ! and for 
a voluntary sirrrender of duty to a mean 
temptation ! Well, therefore, might the 
miserable pair endeavour to conceal them, 
selves from the presence of their abused 
benefactor: well might they feel, when 
discovered, all the shame and remorse of 
conscious guiltj and all the alarms and hor- 
rors of anticipated vengeance ! 

" With what mingled feelings, then, ^f 
softened sorrow, sui;prise, gratitude, and joy, 
must they have heard the compassionate 
sentence of their Almighty Judge upon the 
deadly sin which they had committed ! a 
sentence, temporal as to its inflictions, but 
everlasting in its mercies— a sentence, 
which, while it solaced the trembling cul- 
prits, humbled their triumphant adversary 
— a sentence, that gave to man an eternal 
instead of a perishable world, and recon- 
ciled the vindication of the divine justice 
-^'ith the recovery and salvation of t\\e race 
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which hadl insulted it — ** And the Lord 
^^ God said unto the 8eq)ent, .Because thou 
** hast done this, thou ait cursed above all 
" cattle, and above every beast of the field; 

** Upon thy belly shaft thou go, and dust 
*' shalt thou eat, all the days of thy life ; 
*' and I will put enmity between thee and 
* the woman, and between thy seed and 
*' her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and 
** thou shalt bruise his heel." 

That our first parents would understand 
this promise in its fullest extent is not to 
be supposed ; but that they would receive it 
as a prediction of some great future good 
to their fallen race— of some mighty per '^ 
sonage, descended from themselves, who 
should appear in after times, and effectually 
avenge them of their present foe, there can^ 
not be a doubt ; as God himself intended 
that this very conviction should be theic 
immediate support and. comfort. 

Of this fact, indeed, we have the most 
convincing proofs ; for with Adam's right 
interpretation of the words in question 
commenced that wonderful traditional faith 
in a future Saviour, which, passing through 
Seth, Enoch, and Noah, became a direct 
revelation in ^* the everlasting covenant*' 
made with Abraham ; and formed, in the 
family of Jacob, and with all the more 
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thoughtful of the Jeifvs in after times, that 
confident expectation of the Messiah, which 
was so prevalent among them at the period 
of Christ's appearance ** in the flesh." 

Early as the time of Abraham a clear 
apprehension of the future Saviour, and of 
the blessings to be conveyed to mankind 
in and through him, was entertained by th^ 
holy men of that day ; for Christ himself 
declares, '' Abraham rejoiced to see my 
*^ day, and he saw it, and was glad." Job, 
also, a contemporary with the Patriarchs, 
alludes expressly to the same expected 
*^ seed of the woman** — " I know that my 
^* Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand 
** at the latter day upon the earthy** and 
further down in time, both Moses and 
David spake emphatically of Christ. " A 
** prophet,'* saith the former to the Israel* 
ites,^* shall the Lord your God raise up 
'' unto you of your brethren, like unto me ; 
*^ him shall ye hear :** and the royal and 
inspired author of the greater portion of the 
Psalms, looking with the eye of faith into 
distant i^ges, beheld and predicted that glo-* 
rious deliverer, '* the Lion of Judah,'* who, 
'* in the fulness of time,** should appear in 
the world, to ^* bruise" the great adversary 
of mankind ** with a rod of iron,*' to lead 
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•'captivity captive," and to " give good 
** gifts unto men." 

Nay, what is more, the opinions even of 
the ancient heathen world on this subject 
seem to furnish another argument that 
Adam rightly apprehended the original 
promise of the Saviour;, and that a tradi- 
tion to this effect flowed to the Gentile 
nations directly from our first parents, 
through the race of the apostate Cain ; 
for one of the most gifted among the hea- 
then philosophers expressed his opinion, 
that mankind were to look forward to a 
divine instructor upon earth ; and we know 
from history that at the very time of our 
Saviour's advent a full expectation was en- 
tertained, by the Gentile part of the world, 
of the speedy manifestation of some extra- 
ordinary personage among men. 

To whatever extent, however, the ori- 
ginal promise of the Saviour might be under* 
stood by our first parents, to uSj their 
descendants, its meaning is clear as the 
unclouded sun; and since the advent of 
Jesus Christ, and the publication of the 
gospel, no doubt can remain on the minds 
of those who have heard of either, in what 
sense thei/ are to receive the significant 
words of the text, " 1 will put enmity be* 
•^ tween theie and the woman, and between 
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'** thy seed and her seed : it shall bruise thy 
'* head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.'* 

The following observations will, J trust, 
be considered as an useful comment on this 
important passage of scripture. 

The words of the text include three dis* 
tinct propositions : first, that there should 
be, to the end of time, a perpetual conflict 
between the spiritual enemy of mankind 
and ** the seed of the woman, *' or Christ 
and his church : Secondly, that, during 
man's temporal state, the arch-deceiver 
\f ould be permitted to throw perpetual ob- 
stacles in the way of our virtue, happiness, 
and peace; that a limited power woiild be 
conceded to him to " work in the children 
'< of disobedience,^' and to disfigure the 
general surface of society with confusion, 
disorder, arid sin : But, thirdly, that the 
influence of evil would be only temporary ; 
that the Redeemer would, in due time, 
*^ take unto himself his kingdom ;" and 
that, after having supported his faithful 
followers, by his grace, in their stru^le 
with the world, the flesh, and the devil ; he 
would, at the last, ** bruise the head" of 
Satan ; or, in other words, destroy his 
influence, crush his power, and utterly 
annihilate all ** his works/' 

That there . is a spiritual intelligence^ 
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whom the scriptures designate by the name 
of Satan, or the devil, can hardly be denied 
by those who credit the Word of God ; for 
we are there expressly told that Jesus 
Christ was manifested for the very purpose 
of •* destroying the works of the devil.*' 
It is equally dear that he is a very formida- 
ble being ; for he is described in the same 
divine oracles as ** a roaring lion, walking 
*' about, seeking whom he may devour," 
ever anxious, and ever on the watch, to 
" slay the souls of men." 

But though the influence of this wicked 
spirit over mankind has been considerable 
ever since the event of the Fall, yet it is by no 
means irresistible His power, . aa I have 
before hinted, is only a permitted one: 
permitted, for the purposes of trying, but 
not destroying, the children of men ; of 
exercising their faith; and proving their 
christian virtue. Hence arises the "enmity," 
or constant struggle, between that con- 
demned being (of which theserpeiit was the 
apt representative) and the humble, consci- 
entious, and. earnest > followers of Jesus 
Christ. They must, necessarily, be in ever- 
lasting opposition to each other; for "what 
♦•fellowship can, there be," as the Apostle 
asks, '^betweeui righteousness and unright- 
" eousness*?.. or. what communioa between 
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'flight and darkness? and what concord 
" between Christ and Belial ?" The heart 
of the faithful christian is filled with repent- 
ance for his sinSi faith in his Saviour, an 
earnest longing after the divine life, the 
love and fear of God, and charity and good- 
will towards man ; his eye is directed to 
heaven ; and his chief study and endeavour 
are, " so to pass through things temporal 
*' as, finally* not to lose the things eternal.'^ 

His spiritual foe, on the. other hand, 
points, and invites, and seduces him to far 
different dispositions of heart and rules of 
conduct ; for he urges the beh'ever to be*- 
come " the servant of sin/* and the " child 
'* of hell/' The "_enmity," therefore, is 
such as never can be reconciled; the war- 
fare .must continue as long as man is a 
pilgrim here below. 

Nor cati we hope to escape entirely t/n- 
harmed during this perpetual strife. The 
serpent will *^ bruise man's heel.'' > 

The Devil will throw temptations in our 
way; temptations so .exactly adapted to 
our passions, our wishes, / our pursuits in 
life, and our station in society ; so alluring 
in their form, and so fiattering in their 
promises of gratification ; as will require 
the most steady, and oftentimes the most 
painful) ef&rts to withstand them ; and the 
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tempter will sometimes succeed in his snares. 
He will find, perchance, the Christian un- 
guarded, and unsuspicious of the evil ; or 
in self-security, and not dreading it : and 
having succeeded in his temptation, wiU 
then afflict the culprit's soul with self- 
reproach, bitter remorse, and all those cruel 
pangs which follow the conviction of wilful 
sin. 

He will, moreover, as he has done in all 
ages, occasionally harass the true disciple 
of Jesus with persecution^ with ** roock- 
^^ ings and scourgings; yea, with bonds 
" and imprisonments;" or (what, perhaps, 
is a trial still more dangerous than actual 
persecution^ with ridicule and derision; 
with sneers at his piety, and laughter at his 
devotion ; and point " the finger of scorn,*' 
and wag " the tongue of raillery or slander, 
at his conscientious endeavours ** in sim^ 
" plicity and godly sincerity" to " have 
•* his conversation in the world." 

These, and other trials and temptations, 
such as occasional misgivings in trust ; fail- 
ings in faith ; interruptions of hope ; and 
wanderings in prayer ; are the stones *^ of 
•' stumbling," and " rocks of offence," 
scattered in the way of the humble pilgrim 
to Immanuel's land, by the spiritual adver- 
sary of mankind; and while they satisfac* 
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torily explain the figurative language of the 
text, that the serpent should " bruise the 
.** heel" of ** the seed of the woman;" they 
fully accomplish the prediction which it 
implies. 

But the blasting influence of Satan over 
fallen man will be (as we have already said) 
only paitial and temporary ; and evil, con- 
fined within certain limits even in this 
world, shall in the end be utterly rooted 
out. Christ (** the seed of the woman," 
in the highest and most emphatic sense) 
will «* bruise the serpent's head." He will 
support his Church, and every conscientious 
member of it, with his *• might" and 
*' grace," against the violence and tlie de- 
lusions of Si^tan, as long as the ** warfare" 
subsists between them ; and when that is 
<* accomplished/' will altogether confound 
.and " destroy hi3 works." 

That the everlasting Saviour has already, 
by his Gospel, checked the power of Satan, 
and is still preventing him from overcoming 
or undoing those who areardently desirous of 
salvation, is sufficiently evident from that 
gospel itself, which offers means of strength 
and sources of comfort to the true believer, 
all-sufficient for his defence against every 
spiritual «^ attack and every carnal delusion. 

Should the malice of the foe try the 
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Christian under the form of persecution^ 
and attempt to terrify him from his duty, 
he may meet the trial with these words of 
Jesus Chsist : ''Be not afraid of them 
' ' who kill the body, and after that have 
^'no more that they can do: but I will 
*' forward you whom ye shall fear : fear 
'* Him, which, after he hath killed, hath 
'' power to cast into Hell. Yea, I say 
• ' unto you, fear Him/* 

Should Satan tempt the good Christian, 
as he did the Redeemer, by promises of 
secular good and temporal advantages, to 
withdraw his allegiance from God, and 
surrender himself to the world; the admo* 
nition of the Apostle will secure him 
asrainst the delusion : '* Love not the 
'''world, neither the things that are in the 
'' world : for ihe world passeth away, and 
'' the lusts thereof; but he that doeth the 
" will of God, abideth for ever.*' 

Should the Devil entice him to unclean* 
nesSj by exciting his passions,— to dUho^ 
nesti/f by false views of interest,— or to im- 
patience and murmuring at his appointed 
Jot in life ; the Word of God, if resorted to, 
will supply the means of preservation, by 
these solemn declarations^ these clear m- 
junctions^ and these animating promises----' 
' ' Whoremongers and adulterers God 
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" will judge'*—*** Let no man go beyond 
"and defraud his brother in any matter, 
•* because that the Lord is the avenger of all 
*• such" — " I have learned in whatsoever 
•* state I am, therewith to be content^' — 
* ' Humble yourselves, thereforcj under the 
** mighty hand of God, that he may exalt 
** ypu in due time;" " and he shall lift 
" you up/* 

Does the arch -deceiver endeavour to 
shame the disciple of Jesus, from the honest 
profession and zealous practice of his reli- 
gion, by derision or contempt? A single 
assurance from scripture will be his shield 
against the temptation : " Fear none of 
*' those things which thou shalt suffer : be 
*^ thou faithful unto death, and I will give 
•* thee a crown of life/' 

finally, would the Devil take advantage 
of the season of sickness, infirmity, and 
decay, to infuse into the humble believer's 
soul doubts of God's goodness ; fear of 
his wrath ; or despair of his mercy ? The 
Gospel does not desert him in this his time 
of greatest need, but enables him Jto 
** maintain his integrity," (like Job of old,) 
by pouring into his soul this rich stream of 
divine assurance, support, and comfort : " I 
^^ am persuaded that neither death, nor 
^Mife, nor angels, nor principalities^ nor 
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^ powers, nor things present, northings to 
•* come, norheight, nor depth, nor any other 
" creature, shall be able to separate us from 
** the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
« our Lord/' 

Such, my felIow<^hristians, is the condi- 
tion of man. He is fallen from his original 
righteousness, and become a very imperfect 
being. He has lost the bright qualities with 
which he was originally gifted — innocence, 
and that unbroken happiness which only 
innocence can bestow*; and is become prone 
to error, and liable to sin. His intellectual 
and mental powers are diminished; his 
resolution weakened ; his estimates pervert- 
ed ; and his views of solid good and real 
felicity distorted : and to increase the diffi- 
culty, danger, and misery of his fallen con- 
dition, he has a secret, silent, but desperatfe 
enemy *' about his paths,'' ever vigilant 
to obstruct his way, and ever anxious to 
ruin his souL But, on the other hand, to 
defend and animate him, under this pressure 
of jeopardy and distress ; to guide his feet, 
and to support his spirit ; he has a mighty 
deliverer, • Jesus Christ the righteous;*' 
he has a light from Heaven, *'the Word 
*' of God;'' and he hasi a divine counsellot 
and comfortefi the Holy Ghost. These 
are all offered to him by God, of free 
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nierc}r and grace, if he will but seek duty, 
and apply properly, " the unspeakable gift." 
Let not man, therefore, be wanting to 
himf^elf, and despise that ^* great salvation," 
which his necessity and wretchedness,* his 
infiimity and sin, so much require. Clothed 
in the "annour of God," he will have 
power to oppose his spiritual foe; but in 
the nakedness of his own sinful nature he 
is insufficient for the warfare. If by pride 
and presumption, by carelessness and neg- 
lect, by wilfulness and obstinacy, he render 
himself unworthy of the divine succour, 
without doubt he will be conquered here, 
and lost hereafter : But if by repentance 
and faith, by supplication and prayer, by 
.an hearty endeavour to fulfil his duty to 
God and man, he humbly strive to perform 
his part of the covenant of salvation;; the 
snares and attacks of his spiritual enemy, 
though they may ^^ bruise his heel," will 
be unable to hurt his soul, or to deprive 
him of the promise which is graciously 
afforded by his glorified Saviour to the 
triumphant christian, *^ To him that over- 
** Cometh will I grant to sit with me in my 
*' throne; even as 1 also overcame,, and am 
"set down with mv Father in his throne*" 
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OENESIS iv. 4> 5. . 

And the I^ordJiad respect unto Abdandhis offering : 
but unt^ GUn and his offering he had not respect. 

THAT the reader of the holy scrip- 
tures, however serious, earnest, and 
attentive he may be, should occasionally 
meet with difficulties in his study af them, 
is not a matter of reasonable surprise ; since 
there must be, in the very nature of things, 
many subjects and passages in these sacred 
and ancient records, not only '* hard to be 
^^ understood,*' but absolutely ** past find- 
*^ ing out," by a being so imperfect iU'his 
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^nowlddge, and so limited in his experience^ 
as man, for ^< the things of God knoweth 
*' no roan ; but the Spirit of God.'' 

AH that relates to our dutt/f indeed, as 
religious, moral, and accountable creatures, 
is revealed with a clearness not to be mis* 
taken, and a force scarcely to be withstood; 
and, we may add, all that is to be believed 
essential to salvation is made equally 
intelligible to the humblest capacity. But, 
independently of the objects of Jaith^ and 
the rules of practice^ there are divers other 
particulars, of an historical and narrative 
description, which as they speak of facts 
quite contrary to our observation, and of 
manners and practices to which we have 
never known a parallel, are of course, at 
times, causes of perplexity to the mind ; 
and tempt us to ask with the wonder, if not 
the doubt, of the Jewish Rabbi, ** how 
•' can these things be ?** 

A little reflection, however, will satisfy 
us, that the difficulties in Scripture, to which 
we have alluded, arise necessarily out of 
the nature of these very ancient writings, 
and the peculiar circumstances under which 
they were written. 

With respect to the mere historical facts, 
the Holy Bible (more especially the book 
ot. Genesis) containsi and was intended to 
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contain, only a general outiine^ just suffi- 
cient to connect the tissue of events with 
each other, without minutely detailing their 
especial reasons; their proximate causes; 
their immediate effects; the particular 
manner in which they came to pass ; or all 
the little circumstances by which they 
were accompanied. And the reason of this 
is evident ; because such a detail would not 
have fuithered the great object of scripture ; 
that of enlightening, improving, and spiri- 
tualizing mankind ; ' teaching them their 
duty, and saving their souls. It might, 
indeed, have gratified their curiosity, but 
could not have affected their hearts, or im« 
proved their conduct. It was sufficient^ 
th^efore, for the Spirit of God to declare 
to man, thatsucb events did occur; and it 
is man's duty, if he believe > the Word of 
God, to receive the declaration with *^ faith 
*♦ unfeigned/' 

It is, consequently, to he expected that 
we should sometimes encbunter short reci- 
tals in the Kble, which, ^unaccompanied by 
these explanatory circumstances, and having 
no preceding or subsequent detail, appear 
to be exti-aordinary, mysterious, or inex* 
plicable; but which, had they been illus« 
trated by a full account of their causes, 
associated facts, and final resuhs, would 
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have been quite credible and intelligible ; 
and appear at once to our understanding 
to be perfectly reasonable, just, and right, 
and every way consistent with the wisdom 
and goodness of the Being who ordained 
them. 

These observations may, I think, be ap- 
plied with propriety to the remarkable cir- 
cumstance related in the text : '' and the 
*^ Lord had respect unto Abel and his 
^ offering ; but unto Cain and his offering 
** he had not respect." 

It will not be denied, that the naked fact 
of the acceptance of Abel's offering, and 
the rejection of Cain's, as it stands unex^ 
plained in the account of the transaction, 
without the mention of a reason why this 
distinction was made by the Almighty, is, 
at the first glance, somewhat startling to 
the mind; and, indeed, the infidel has, in 
more than one case, availed himself of the 
difficulty, and taxed the proceeding as an 
instance of partiality, so unbecoming the 
divine nature as entirely to destroy the 
credibility of the sacred narrative. 

Previously to.the respective offerings of 
the two brothers, bo. details are given which 
could lead us to anticipate that so- marki^d 
a. preference would be shown to the pious 
uci of the younger onei} nor. have we any 
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hint afforded as«. of such a difference in the 
behaviour or dispositions of the worshippers, 
at the time of their offering, as would, ac« 
cording to human notbns, call for such a 
preference. 

** Abel was a keeper of sheep, but 
*^ Cain was a tiller of the ground/' says the 
Bible: employments which were equally 
sanctioned by the Almighty ; * who had 
originally given to. man '^ dominion over 
^^ every living thing tlmt moveth upon the 
*' earth ;" and after the fall, had ordained 
that he should *' eat the herb of the field, 
^* and bread, in the sweat of his brow.*^ 
Both thebrothers, also, ^i^^mtohave fulfilled, 
with the like obedience, the religions duties 
which constituted the public worship of the 
primitive age of the world, by appearing 
before the Lord, (probably at a place ap- 
pointed by Him for the purpose, ) and pre* 
senting there an offering from their respec- 
tive possessions — Cain •* of the fruits of the 
'^ ground;" and Abel *^ of the firstlings 
"of his flock. ' 

As the cases of the-two sons of Adam 
and Eve were, therefore, thus apparently 
similar; the question naturally occurs to the 
mind, how happens it thai their treatment 
was so different? That " the Lord had 
«- 4'espect unto Abel and his offering ; but 
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*^unto Cain and his oflbring be had not 
"respect?" 

A reference to the remarks which I have 
already made, will at once, I conceive, 
satisfactorily answer the question, indepen- 
dently of any other consideration ; though, 
as it will presently appear, various passages 
in the scriptures assist in its solution. 

The difficulty, then, arises from the con^ 
ciseness of the narrative of the early trans- 
actions of mankind by the sacred historian. 
The great kilding facts alone were those 
which Moses had to communicate. The- 
minor ones he purposely omitted, inasmuch 
as they did not bear upon the principal 
subject of his work ; and if individually 
detailed, would have swollen it to a size too 
vast for use or profit. 

Had the story, consequently, been more 
fuUy told, and made to embrace an account 
of the different characters of the two bro- 
thers, their previous habits of life, the 
spirit of mind in which they made their 
offerings ; and their outward behaviour in 
performing their devotions; we should, 
without doubt, have seen sufficient cause to 
acknowledge the perfect equity of the 
divine procedure in this matter; and to 
consider the transaction as another in- 
stance, in confirmation of the great truth 
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asserted fay the Psalmist, that <' the Lord 
*^ is righteous in all his ways, and holy in 
" all his works." 

But though Moses has thus rapidly de- 
scribed the fact under consideration, and 
accompanied it with no explanatory circum- 
stances; yet there are other inspired 
writers (as I have just hinted) who have 
dropped expressions respecting the personal 
characters cf the two worshippers, and the 
feeling that actuated them in their religious 
observances, which substantiate what has 
been remarked; and clearly prove that there 
was an immense moral difference between 
these brothers, and consequently an equal 
one in the value of their offerings in the 
sight of God. 

St. John expressly says that Cain ** was 
" of the wicked one," or a child of the 
Devil ; and that he slew his brother, 
*' because his own works were evil^ and his 
" brother's righteous.'* And Sti Jude, 
speaking of ** those filthy dreamers, who 
'' defile the flesh, despise dominion, .and 
'^ speak evil of dignities,*' asserts that they 
followed the ewample of Cain^ who bad 
*^ gone*' before them in the same evil 
«* way." To which may be added the 
more explicit mention of the two brothers 
by St. Paul; who, in his Epistle to the 
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Hebrews, tells ti8, "1jy^//A Ab6l offered 
^^ unto God a more excellent sacrifice than 
^ Cain, by which he obtained witness that 
'< he was righteous ; God testifying of his 
*' gifts." 

Of these several passages, the last is the 
most full and remaricable, and will induce 
me to direct the remainder of this discourse 
to these three points : first, the origin of 
sacrifices : secondly, what constituted their 
worth in the sight of God, under the 
ancient covenants between God and man : 
andthinlly, the nature of sacrifice under 
the christian dispensation. 

With respect to the origin of sacrifices^ 
no information is given us in the Bible. It 
is evident, however, from the text, that such 
offerings Were made in the earliest times ; 
and we are equally certain, that, in subse- 
quent ages, they formed a conspicuous 
branch of the Jewish ritual ; and that 
scarcely a heathen nation exists at this mo« 
ment, which does not, under some form 6r 
other, observe this peculiar religious rite. 

That such a singular practice, so far at 
least as regards living creatures, should have 
been of ** man's invention,'' seems to be an 
irrational supposition ; for surely natural 
reason would have suggested to htm, that 
to^lestroy the living works of the Almighty 



97 

could never be a pleasing act to the Being 
who had endowed them with animation \ 
much les9, that it should be U probable 
method of averting his displeasure, or con- 
ciliating his fovour. The claims of //armj- 
m(y, also, would have withheld ** man's 
'* hand from shedding innocent blood/' at 
the very time when the animal world was 
protected even from his own use, as an arti- 
cle of food ; and wasconsigned to his guar- 
dianship rathei* than his arbitrary will. We 
may, therefore, I think, very justly con- 
clude, that the practice of sacrificing things 
which had life originated in the absolute 
appointment of God himself; that the divine 
command to that effect was given to Adam 
immediately after the Fall; that the usage 
having been adopted by the apostate part 
of his race, became current among the anti- 
diluvian idolaters, or, as the Bible calls 
them, *' the sons and daughters of men ;^* 
that Noah solemnly revived the rite of sacri- 
ficing animals to God, on his quitting the 
ark ; that through the family of Canaan it 
made, by tradition^ a part of the external 
worship of all the Gentile nations in the 
old world, and of most of the Pagah ones 
of our own times ; and that, confirmed and 
regulated by the ritual law of Moses, its 
due observance c<)ntinued to be an impor* 
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tant religious obligation upon tbe members 
of the Jewish church, until the time when 
that church and all its outward ordinances 
had their end in the manifestation of the 
Messiah, and all former dispensations were 
Swallowed up in the dispensation of Jesus 
Christ. 

If the practice of sacrifice thus originated 
(as appears to have been the case) in the 
positive direction of the Most High, we 
cannot believe that it was enjoined without 
some special meanings because God does 
nothing in vain; and such, doubtless, was 
the case. It had, indeed, an obvious and 
a most weighty signification ; being intended 
as a clear and appropriate type of **the 
*' Lamb slain from the fouudation of the 
** world;'* as an emblem of that " blood- 
" shedding,*' which was to wash away tlie 
sin of fallen man ; as a symbd of the suffer- 
ing of that "* seed of the woman," who 
should ** bruise the head'' of the serpent ; 
and as a perpetual pr^garement to the 
faithful, from the time' of Adam to the 
crucifixion of Clirist, of that great final 
sacrifice, — the voluntary death of him, who 
^'as ordained to repair the ruin of the 
Fall^ and to die for the salvation of man* 
kind. 

W jth this view before us of the origin 
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of sacrifices, and the intention of the rite, 
we see immediately what constituted their 
Talue in the sight of God ; and are at no 
loss to discover .an additional reason why 
Abel's offering was accepted, and Cain's 
rejected, by the Almighty. 

The essence of every outward act of 
worship is the internal feeling with which 
it is performed. . Religious j^r/7Z5 are life- 
less, and of no worth, unless they spring 
from the pious emotions of a devout heart. 
" My son, give me thine heart,'* saith 
God; and *' faith unfeigned," which hath 
Its dwelling, there, jmust accompany ev^ry 
sacrifice, and inspire every prayer \ or nei- 
ther of them can be accepted at the throne 
of the ^Imighty. 

Ciin's o&ring appears not to have car- 
ried with it this tes«timony of piety, obe- 
dience, and sincerity in the *' inner man/' 
and Was therefore refused ; Abe) s offer- 
ing bo^e the required passport, and God 
graciously accepted it. Cain, a carnal, 
vicious- m^n, presented himself before the 
Lord with an ** uncircumcised heart" and 
<' unholy lips." He came to the appointed 
place as a. matter of course, as an ordinary 
^practice, ^nd in mere compliance with cus- 
tom. His offering was qf the most common 
descriptipQ,^*f a blood less, sacrifice }" bear- 
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ing no reference to the astonishing^ event, 
** the sacrifice of the Lamb of God,*' 
which, in due time, was to be offered up 
for the sins of mankind, and of which sacri- 
fices were the intermediate type or repre* 
sentation. Despising, or forgetting, the 
promise of a future Saviour, which had 
been made to Adam, and communicated 
by him to his offspring, Cain does not 
appear to have felt, when he spread upon 
the altar " the fruit of the ground," 
the slightest conviction of sin, or sorrow 
for its commission, or hope of a mediator, 
or want of an atonement ; in short, he was 
utterly deficient in faith, and therefore 
entirely unqualified to appear before the 
Lord. 

His ** righteous'* brother, on the other 
hand, " worshipped God in the beauty of 
'* holiness." He considered the sacrifice 
of '* the firstling of his flock" not as a 
bare compliance with a positive command ; 
not as an act which, in itself, could be esti- 
mable before God; but as a prefiguring 
feign of a great future dispensation of meix^y 
and salvation. The divine promise of that 
^^seed of the woman," to be manifested at 
the time appointed, which would overcome 
and destroy the betrayer of mankind, he 
had received with implicit faith ; and 
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he nothing doubted that it would rtiost 
assuredly be fulfilled It lay at his heart 
as a cordial and solace under the ills of 
his fallen state. It was the subject of his 
frequent meditation, the motive and rule 
of his common conduct ; and when he more 
especially approached the presence of his 
Maker, in formal religious service, the con- 
templation of " Him who was to come," 
seen by the piercing eye of a " lively faith," 
excited all those holy feelings, — love, and 
gratitude, praise, adoration, and thai\ks- 
giving, which, as they alone sanctify the 
act of worship, are more acceptable with 
God than ** the smoke of the morning,'* or 
" the incense" of ** the evening, sacrifice. ' 
The observations we have offered on the 
interesting subject of our text will be suffi- 
cient,. I should hope, to settle every doubt, 
and explaio^-every difficulty, which may be 
excited in inquisitive or ignorant minds by 
the transaction which it records: they will, 
also, properly introduce a few remarks on 
the third point remaining for our conside- 
ration, — the nature of sacrifice under the 
christian dispensation. 

When our blessed Saviour exclaimed 
from the cross, ** It is finished," and 
" gave up the ghost," the Mosaical eco- 
nomy ceased for ever. " The veil of the 
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" Temple was rent in twain," and the sanc- 
tuary thrown open to the Gentiles; the 
Jewish priesthood was dissolved ; and the 
complicated and burthensome ritual of their 
church, with all its gorgeous train of forms 
and ceremonies, was finally swept away. 
As ^-pes and representatives of the '* pro- 
" mised seed," they had kept alive, among 
the chosen people, the full expectation of 
the advent of this august person^e' ; and 
had so exactly prefigured him and his offices, 
that when he actually apm 
it was hardly possible foi 
thoughtful Jew, if he coi 
with the character fulflllin 
acknowledging, with the I 
" truly this was the Son ( 
But after the ceremoniai 
this purpose, its uses wen 
Aoon as the substance appes 
might be dispensed with ; 
removed, when the buildic 
pleted. The law of sacrifices, jjb'ln^rked 
a feature in the service of the ancicntcliurch, 
was involved in the general ^boluion of 
Jewish rites ; and blood was no longer to 
flow, nor incense to ascend, froni the altar, 
to appease the wrath, or obtain the favour, 
of heaven. To •' worship God ih^ spirit 
" and in truth," was to be the cbaracrtef 
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of genuiae piety under the dispensation of 
Christ I and the sacrifice of every corrupt 
passion, of every impure thought, unholy 
desire, harsh feeling, wicked device, and 
immora] practice, upon the altar of christian 
dutyt was solemnly declared to be from, 
thenceforth the only sacrifice with which 
God would be well pleased. 

If such, then, be the spiritual nature of 
that dispensation under which those now 
live who have *^ named the nimie of Christ," 
and are enlisted under the banner of the 
Saviour of mankind ; if we are relieved 
from the galling yoke of the ceremonial 
law, or, 88 the Apostle calls it, ^^ the law of 
'* workm" with all its irksome accompani- 
ments of sacrifices and offerings, and are 
entered into a ** service" which ** is per- 
*' feet fteedom ;*' let us duly estimate the 
value of our privileges, and humbly endea- 
vour to render ourselves not altogether un- 
worthy of them, by a strict observance of 
the conditions on which they are conferred. 

Let us not abuse that '* liberty wherewith 
'< Christ hath made us free,'' by nourish- 
ing and indulging the bad propensities and 
evil desires of a fallen and sinful nature ; 
but strive to " purify ourselves even as he 
" is pure;" and to bring *• the inner man" 
into the same obedience to the law of Christ 
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as the zealous follower of Moses evinced in 
his observance of the ancient ceremonial 
law. And, finally, let it be our imceasing^ 
effort, by thought and consideration, by 
supplication and prayer, by public worship 
and private devotion, to correct, purify, 
and sanctify our hearts^ (the spring and 
fountain of all outward action,) that we may 
prepare them for a sacrifice^ meet and ac- 
ceptable to the God of purity and perfec- 
tion ; so that when we shall present them 
on the altar of his mercy, he may not refuse 
them, as he rejected the worship of Cain, 
but have " respect unto our offering," and 
approve and accept our imperfect services, 
for the sake, and through the merits and 
mediationi of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Sttfijrct THE UNIVERSAL DELUGE. 

The Corruption of Mankind pREviorsLY to the 
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solExMN Warning to after Ages. Moral 
Inferences. 



genesis vi. 12, 13. 

And God looked upon the earthy and behold it tbai 
corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon 
the earth. And God said unto Noah^ the md of 
all flesh is come before me ; for the earth is filled 
with violence through them ; Ofid behold I will 
destroy them with the earth. 

" IT ORD ! what is man," exclaimed 
mJL the Psalmist, in pious wonder, 
when he meditated on the mercy of the 
divine dispensations, and the unworthiness 
of a fallen world: •* Lord! what is man, 
** that thou art mindful of him \ or the 
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" son of man, that thou visitest him?" 
and in ti^uth, if we consider with serious 
attention the history of mankind, as it is 
related in the Bible; or view their general 
character, as it is presented to our observa- 
tion on the great map of society, or' as it 
comes within the range of our own personal 
experiencci we shall see equal cause with 
David to marvel at the merciful long- 
»uiFering and infii>ite compassion of God^ 
under the constant provocations, ingrati- 
tude, perversenes^, and wilful blindness of 
bur sinful face. 

From the moment of the Fall to the 
present day, the moral condition of man 
affords a picture of a very melancholy and 
very humiliating description ; full of dark 
shades and disfiguring stains; exhibiting 
little else than privileges abused, or bless- 
ings unacknoYV'ledged, or mercies despised ; 
compleatiy justifying the view which the 
inspired writer pmirtrays, of the general 
unworthiness of the posterity of Adam : 
*' the Lord looked down from Heaveu 
** upon the childreu of men, to see if there 
*< were any that would understand and seek 
** after God ; but they are all gone out of 
" the way ; they are altogether become 
<' abominable ; there is hone that doetU 
** good, no not one.'* 
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The very first act of Adsm (which bad 
any thing of a moral character in it) 
mentioned in the Bible, was an act of dis^ 
obedience ; for he ate of the fruit of that 
tree of which the Lord Grod had said, 
'* thou shalt not eat of it/* The succeed- 
ing chapter of the sacred volume relates a 
murder by the hand of a brother ; *' and 
*' Cain rose up against Abel, and slew him:" 
And when *' men began to multiply on the 
" face of the earth/' the empire of vice 
extended with the increase oif* the race; 
and human wickedness became so great, 
that, we are told, even ** every imagination 
*' of the thoughts of man's hearts v^as 
** only evil continually/' 

Unspeakably great, indeed, is the 
^'forbearance'' of the Almighty, and his 
*< long-suffering" is declared and mani* 
fested in every page of the Bible : but 
there is a certain limit, beyond which it 
cannot extend, consistently with the other 
attributes of the divine nature. If hve 
have its strong persuasions, justice has its 
awful claims. The truth, also, of the Most 
High is pledged, that he ** will in no wise 
'* let the' incorrigible^' sinner go ;" and the 
** righteousness and equity" which ** are 
" the habitation of his seat»" demand a 
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retribution upon all wilful and unrepented 
iniquity. 

This infinitely just and wise rule of the 
divine government, with regard to the 
rational and accountable part of God's 
creation, has been most solemnly made 
known to mankind, not only by express 
revelation, but by multiplied instanceSy also^ 
of retributive justice related in holy writ. 
There is no one, however, in which it is so 
clearly and terribly brought before our 
view, as in that astonishing and tremendous 
event to which our text alludes— the 

UNIYERSViL DELUGE. 

In all other instances, divine vengeanc^e 
upon hardened and irreclaimable wicked* 
ness involved only individuals, or parti- 
cular societies of men ; but in the punish « 
ment of the flood, the world itself was 
the unhappy object of Go()'s justly excited 
indignation, and the whole race of mankind^ 
with the exception of the family of Noah, 
drank of the fearful cup of the Almighty's, 
displeasure. 

That mankind fully deserved this sur- 
prising visitation, is made clear even to our 
weak apprehension, by the few hints wliich 
the Bible has given to us of their mora/ state 
at the time of its iniiiction. 

The history of the FaU of man must 
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have been deeply impressed upon the mind^ 
of the antediluvians at the time of the 
deluge. Not seventeen ^ centuries had 
elapsed since Adam had lost Paradise ; 
and from the long lives of the fathers before 
the flood, the tradition of the Fall had 
passed through only a few persons, and was, 
of course, clear and uncornipted. The 
proofs of the sin of our first parents were 
also before their eyes, in the natural and 
mora/'appearances of the world which they 
inhabited ; the first of which manifested a 
dismal change from primitive perfection ; 
and the other a wide departure *' from ori- 
•• ginal righteousnesfif.'* 

It must further be remarked, that as God 
never leaves, himself without *' a witness" 
in the world, so he had mercifully supplied 
the generations before the flood with many 
shining examples of Jaith, holiness^ and 
virtue. They had a model of worth and 
piety in the righteous Seth^ a son '^ ap- 
•' pointed*' to Adam by God himself^ 
" instead of Abel, whom Cain slew/' 
They had been favoured with the devout 
Enoch, '* who pleased the Lord, and was 
translated, being an example of repen- 
tance to all generations :'' And they had 
the living pattern of Noah before them, 
^^ a just ni^n», and perfect, in his.gQnerap 
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♦* tiong/* who, •• through the long-suffer- 
** ing of God/' had the divine commission 
to ^* preach righteousness*' to the perverse 
generation with which he lived, through a 
period that extended to *' one hundred 
** and twenty years/* 

But *' none of these things moved*' the 
hearts, or improved the manners, of the 
inhabitants of the old world. The i*eligi- 
ous descendants of Seth had united them- 
selves with the profligate progeny of Cain c 
and (such is the danger of evil communi-^ 
cation) had become as reprobate as the 
vicious characters with whom they were 
connected. Nay, what is more, this 
wretched race of people had reached the 
worst state of human depravity ; for they 
had despised and resisted the Holy Spirit, 
and were *' without God in the world :** 
** my Spirit shall not always strive with 
*• man,* saith the Almighty. 

Knowing the weakness of our fallen 
nature, God has mercifully provided for 
u» the means of strength and security, and 
made them obtainable by prayer and sup- 
plication. He has freely offered to us the 
effectual aid of his Holy Spirit to enlighten 
our minds, to correct our hearts, and to 
purify our motives of action ; to enable us 
to controul evil passions^ and check wild 



Ill 



desires ; io resist temptation ; and to wrestle 
successfully with every obstacle which may 
obstruct our progress to the gate of Hea- 
ven. But as we are altogether^e^ agents^ 
as the choice of good or evil is placed en- 
tirely in our own power ; as we are not 
machines, n^r impelled either to virtue or 
vice, by any other force than that of our 
own mil \ so it too often bappi&ns that we 
perversely neglect or abuse ** the unspeak- 
" able gift'* — we neglect to pray for the 
aid of God*s Holy Spirit ; or what seems 
to be the height of wickedness, we ** do 
'^ despite" to it, by opposing its holy and 
secret influences, when they are working 
in our soul for its conversion and salvation* 

To this dreadful point of iniquity the 
world bad arrived at the period of the 
deluge. Moral corruption of the most 
baneful kind overspread the earth, and so 
universal was the disease, that only one 
family appears to have escaped its contagion* 
Divine mercy had, in vain, exercised itself 
to reclaim the vicious race ; long-suffering 
had done its utmost; forbearance was of no 
further avail ; and nought remained but 
the execution of ** the true and righteous 
*' judgments of the Lord." 

'* And God looked' upon the earth, and 
f* behold it was corrupt } for all flesh had 
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** corrupted his way upon the earth. And 
** God said unto Noah« The end of all flesh 
•* is come before me : for the earth is filled 
" with violence through them, and behold, 
•* I will destroy them with the earth/' 

Of the scene of horror which followed 
this awful declaration, it is utterly impos- 
sible for the human mind to form any just 
idea; for, how can man's imagination 
picture to itself ** the windows of Heaven 
" opened/' and discharging, for *' forty 
*' days and forty nights," all their mighty 
store of waters on the deluged earth — the 
elements, unchecked by the Eternal Power 
that created them, raging in all their resist* 
less fury — ^the firmament, *' wrapped in 
*' clouds and thick darkness/' again ming- 
ling itself with the oceans, from which it 
had originally been divided — ** the foun- 
'^ tains of the great deep broken up:" the 
secret treasury of waters, hitherto confined 
to the centre of the earth, bursting from 
their prison, and spreading havock, confu- 
sion, and horror in their course ? Or, how 
can fancy stretch itself to tlie conception 
of a world in ruins ; its continents torn 
asunder:, its rocks shattered into fragments; 
its loftiest hills laid low ; its gigant moun- 
tains uprooted ; its universal surface covered 
with tumultuous yvaves, bearing upon their 
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mighty surges the lifeless carcases of *^ all 

flesh that moved upon the earth, both of 

' fowl, andofcattle, and ofbeast, and of every 

creeping thing that creepeth upon the 

^* earth : and of every man, and of all in 

•* whose nostrils was the breath of life?" 

The mind is staggered at the bare thought 

of such an hideous convulsion ; and lan^- 

guage seeks in vain for terms to afford 

even an imperfect notion of it. It may be 

useful, however, to remark, that " strange" 

as the dispensation was, the reality of it is 

made apparent, not only to the pious be- 

liever, who receives it as a fact, authentic 

cated by the Word of the eternal God ; but 

also to the common enquirer, who will find a 

tradition of an universal deluge among 

almost all the Heathen nations of the 

world; and will discover upon the surface 

of the earth such traces of the Flood, as 

have convinced some of the most sagacious 

philosophers, and inquisitive naturalists, 

that it actually had occurred. 

But '* God is love ;" and will never 
**^ suffer his tinith to fail ;'* nor desert those 
who trust in Him. There was a ^ * little 
" flock," the family of Noah, who ' had 
•* found favour in his sight," because the 
parent wag just, upright, and righteous, in 
the midst of ** a crooked and perverse 
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generation/* On them he looked with 
an eye of mercy : for them he prepared a 
place of refuge from the storm ; o^ safety 
and preserration from the unifereal de- 
struction that rioted around. Protected by 
the arm of God, the ark bore the small 
remnant of the human race secure and 
triumphant on the world of waters ; and 
when these were assuaged, the same AI-* 
mighty friend further manifested his love 
of holiness, by conferring fresh marks of 
favour on the obedient patriarch. To him 
God confirmed all the privileges which 
remained to Adam after \^ fall — the privi^ 
lege of increasing and multiplying, and 
replenishmg the earth — the privilege of 
dominion over * * every beast of the field,. 
** and every fowl of the air, and over every 
** thing that moveth upon the earth, and 
^* over all the fishes of the sea:'' and, 
above all, the privilege of expecting the 
promised ** seed of the woman'' from 
among his descendants ; as may be reason- 
ably inferred from the predictive blessing 
which Noah pronounced upon his own son, 
the dutiful aud pious Shem, '^ God shall 
*' dwell in the tents of Shem.'* 

In addition to these privileges, God 
increased the enjoyments of mankind by 
giving to them ** every . moving thing that 
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^' livedi for food ;^^ mi calmed the fean of 
the preserved family, and of their future 
progeny, by entering into an ** eferlaating 
'* covenant" with Noah, that '* the watera 
** should no more become a flood to destroy 
^' the earth ;" and by placing the rainbow 
*' in the cloud*' as a visible pledge, and 
encouraging token, of the stability of the 
divine promise. Thus reconciling the oppo* 
aite claims of his justice and his mercy ; 
proving, that though terrible in destruction^ 
he is still '* mighty to sa>e ;'' aitd evincing, 
by the example of a ruined world on the 
one hand, and of a holy family preserved 
from perishing with it on the other, that 
*' all tilings will," eventually, •* work toge* 
'^ ther for good to them that love God." 

That the history of the flood was in- 
tended both as a warning and an occasion 
of moral instruction to subsequent genera- 
tions, there can be no doubt ; since the sa- 
cred writers themselves have considered it in 
that point of view. It will lead me, there- 
fore, to conclude the present discourse with 
calling your attention to two topics of very 
great importance to us, as mortal and ac- 
countable beings : first, the sudden and 
unexpected manner in which we may be 
iimmoned into eternity ; and secondly, the 
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necessity of being prepared for such a 
hasty summons. 

It is not necessary to prove the preca- 
riousness of human life, or the uncertainty 
of the manner and time of its termination, 
by any formal argument. Ignorant as man 
is in most things, these are facts forced upon 
his knowledge by daily and hourly expe- 
rience. We may, indeed, blind our eyes to 
such examples of unexpected calls into the 
world beyond the grave ; we may drive 
them from our thoughts, or despise the 
warning which they were intended to afford ; 
but there is no man existing, who,, if he 
$urn his mind for a single moment to a 
consideration of his latter end, does not 
both see and feel that *^ in the twinkh'ng 
*• of an eye,*' and without the slightest 
notice, he may be ** called hence, and be no 
^^ more seen" in this mortal state of beings 

If we were to look around us, and mark 
the events of only one passing day, how 
many instances should we discover of plans 
frustrated, of schemes interrupted, and of 
prospects blasted, by the stroke of sudden 
death ? . How many examples should we 
note of the thoughtless sons and daughters 
of pleasure, of the anxious slaves of worldly 
business, of '" the high and lofty'* votaries 
of ambition, and of the groveling idolaters 
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of Mammon, swept away in a moment 
amid their various vain, fantastic, or unholy 
pursuits? And, what is a still more affect* 
ing sight, what an havock of human happi* 
ness should we behold in the calm scenes of 
amiable private life, in the united house- 
hold, in the dear domestic circle, by the 
sudden call of the father or mother, the 
husband or wife, the son or daughter, into 
the world of spirits, when they " thought 
'* not of the coming evil ?*' 

If such, therefore, be the case with mortal 
man ; if he hold his present existence on 
the uiost uncertain tenure ; if " sudden 
** destruction'* may " come upon him una- 
*^ wares,** and hurry hira from a temporal 
into an eternal state of being, without al- 
lowing a single instant for thought, reSec'^ 
tion, or preparation; what impression upon 
his heart, and what effect upon his conduct^ 
should such awful considerations produce ? 

Did the question relate to the things of 
this life, we should have no hesitation or 
difficulty in answering it. Were we fully 
assured that a sudden attack might be 
made on our property or persons, on what ^ 
was most dear, or necessary, or useful to 
us, we should unquestionably prepare our* 
selves for it. We should think often, and 
deeply, on measures of securitif.; and.eti^ 
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deavour to avoid the teriw^of surprize by 
adopting all the means irhich foresight and 
caution could suggest for the purpose ; and 
did we noi act with this common prudence, 
we should well deserre to be ranked with 
the madman or the fool. 

But, assuredly, if such a proceeding be 
reasonable and necessary with regard to 
our temporal safety and well-being, it is 
the very height of tblly and rashness, as well 
as wickedness, to be thoughtless or incau- 
tious about our eternal lot ; to slumber in 
idle security, when a desperate enemy is 
ever at hand, who, like the waters of the 
flood, may unexpectedly descend upon us, 
and sweep us in an instant from the land 
of the living! Think, my christian bre- 
thren, what yiou\d be our condition, if 
^^ this night" our souls should be required 
of us, and we were totally unprepared for 
the change of a temporal into an everlasting 
condition of being! Think, if a single 
moment were allowed us between life and 
death, how that single moment would be 
filled up ; with ^hat bitter regrets at having 
despised ^^ the goodness of God» w*hich 
^Meadeth to repentance ;'* with what pier- 
cing sorrow at having neglected tlie calb 
and warnings of the Bible, the reproaches 
of consoieuce, the remonstrances of &iendS| 
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the advice of the wise, and the exhorts* 
lions ' of the good ; with what dreadful 
horror, at the prospect of being brought 
speedily before that jadgment^seat, where 
we must ^' give an account of the deeds 
*^ done in our bodies;^' and from which will 
ifisue the terrible sentence upon the unpre- 
pared soul, and ^* unprofitable servant," 
^' Bind him hand and foot, and cast him into 
outer darkness, where shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth, '' ^* the v^orm 
*• that never dieth/' and •« the fire'* that 
•* never k quenched !" 

The slightest reflection on these inevi^ 
table consequences of an unprepared and 
unlooked-for departure from this world 
must necessarily, one should suppose, rouse 
the most careless soul from its lethargy, 
and check the most vicious one in its course 
of guilt; but whether or not it produce 
such effects on these miserable characters, it 
ought, unquestionably, to make a very deep 
impression on those who are not so far 
advanced in thoughtlessness or sin ; and 
should convince us all of the urgent neces- 
sity of endeavouring to prepare for a sudden 
translation from time into eternity, (if such 
be' our awful lot,) by immediately entering 
upon an earnest and steady course of re* 
pentance^ faiths and religious obedience ; 
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of repentance for our manifold sins, neg^ 
ligences, and omissions of duty; of faith 
in the Word of God, and of his son Jesus 
Christ our Lord; and of obedience to the 
holy, pure, and benevolent precepts of the 
everlastrng gospel ;-^so that should the 
call to " depart hence" unexpectedly thun- 
der in our ears, it may not surprize us, as 
it did the careless profligates before the 
flood, wantoning in sin and blind security, 
naked of every grace, and utterly unpre* 
pared for meeting our Saviour and our 
Judge ; but And us, on the contrary, sober 
and vigilant, with our kmps trimmed, our 
lights burning, and our hearts and time 
occupied in those good " works,** which will 
" follow'* us into the unseen world; which 
will be accepted, by the inflnite mercy of 
God, in lieu of sinless obedience; and 
which will be rewarded by him, for the 
sake of Jesus Christ, with everlasting feli- 
city. 



DISCOURSE VIII. 



^ttSfWt GOD'S COVENANTS WITH 

ABRAHAM. 

The temporal and the everlasting Covenants ; 

THEIR DIFFERENT CHARACTERS. ThE FORMRR 
EXEMPLIFIED IN THE HiSTORY OF THE JewS ; 

the latter in the salvation through 
Jesus Cmrist. Moral Inference. 



GEN, xii. 3. 
In thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 

« 

f ■! HE original promise of the Redeemer, > 
I Jesus Christ our Lord, who had been 
ordained from everlasting to repair the 
havoc of the Fall, and to " bruise the head" 
of him that occasioned it; this original 
promise, I repeat, had been made to Adam 
by his Ahnighty Creator immediately after 
the commission of his '' presumptuous sin ; 
and. as the hope of such an eventual reco^ 
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Tery and tteliverance was tlie l)ert, and m-- 
tleed the only, solace tTiat could be applied 
to the sorrow of unhappy man, under his re- 
morseful conviction of tlie ** great offence;" 
^0 it pleased his merciful Maker to intern- 
weave 4;his pi*omise of rescue with tlie sen« 
tence of pumsTiment : ** I will put emnity 
** between thee and the woman/' saith the 
Almighty, speaking to the sei^pent, '* and 
*' between thy seed and her seed ; it shall 
''^ bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise big 
^* heel/' 

This promise, hideed, from its <j6ncise- 
Tiess, and the figurative expressions in which 
it is clothed, may appear to our conceptions 
to be dark and difficult of apprehension; 
but we may assure mirselves (for the assu- 
rance is otaly reasonable) that it was suffi- 
ciently intelligible to Adatn to assuage his 
•dread of being entirely cast off by God ; 
and to inspire him with the encouraging 
expectation, that, at somo subsequent period, 
an august character should arise from among 
his &ture progeny^ who would heap utter 
destruction on the treacherous adversary 
that had seduced him into disobedience to 
the commandment of God. 

Originating with this promise, the inti«s^ 
mations and predictions of a Saviour wei^e, 
from^ time to time^ vouchsafe^ to the suc» 
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tessive generations of mankind ; and, as the 
tide of ages rolled on, and the period of 
their destined accomplishment became less 
remote, so their number was enlarged, and 
their meaning more clearly and forcibly ex- 
pres8ed« They form, indeed, the most 
conspicuous feature of the scriptures of the 
Old Testament ; and every book of it, 
either in prophetic annunciations, in signi- 
ficant types, or in plain declarations, refers 
to /esus Christ. 

That the gracious promise of a future 
redeemer made to Adam comforted the 
heart, and tranquillized the spirit, of Noah, . 
amid the desolation occasioned by thd waters 
of the Flood, may well be concluded from 
the terms of the blessing which this Patriarch 
pronounced upon his son Shem, after he 
and Japheth had fulfilled the dutiful act 
to their father, related in the ninth chapter 
of Genesis; for the expression, "God shall 
** dwell in the tents of Shem/' is so em- 
phatic, and obviously so pregnant with mean- 
ing, that we can scarcely doubt of its refer- 
ring to the great blessing of a Saviour for 
mankind, pledged by God, to. the fallen 
parent of tne human' race« . 

Whatever might be the intimations, how- 
ever, of the ** seed of the woman,*' givea 
to the fatbers before the Flopd i we find w 
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recorded one which is at all to be compared 
in clearness and paiticularity with those 
uliich were afforded by the Almighty to 
the Patriarch Abraham. 

This great and good man, who (as St. 
James tells ns) was honoured with the title 
of the *' friend of God," found es})ecial 
favour in the sight of his heavenly Master, 
from the implicit, ^f/A with which he re- 
ceived his promises^ and the ready obt^ 
dience which he paid to his commands. 
So exalted was his reliance on God's word 
tliat (as St. Paul says) he ** against hope, 
believed in hope, that he might become 
the father of many nations, according to 
*' that which was spoken, — So shall thy 
" seed be : And being not weak mfaith^ 
'' he considered not his own body, now 
'* dead, when he was about an hundred 
** years old, neither yet the deadness of 
Sarah's womb : he staggered not at the 
promise of God through unbelief; but 
** was strong in faith ^ giving glory to God, 
** being fully persuaded that what he had 
** promised he was able to perform." And 
so exemplary was his obedience to the divine 
will, that, when commanded by the Al- 
mighty to quit the land of his birth and 
nuiture, and the society of his kindred and 
irtendsi he hesitated not a moment to coni« 
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ply with tbe heavenly mandate ; nay^ what 
is more than this, hi» sense of duty to 
God triumphed over all the affections of 
the heart, and all the yearnings of nature ; 
for being called upon by him to offer up 
his '* only son Isaac," he obeyed without 
delay or murmur, journeyed into the land 
of Moriah with the intended victim, built 
an altar for the purpose, " laid the wood 
'* in order, bound Isaac and laid him ou 
" the altar upon the wood, and stretched 
'' forth his hand, and took the knife to slay 
*' his son ;'• leaving to mankind a striking 
lesson, that th^re is no declaration which 
God has solemnly made that should not be 
received with the most imp)icit^i//i, and no 
commaridment which he has clearly pro- 
nounced that should not be fulfilled with 
the most dutiful obedience. 

It was this piety of heart, and excellence 
jof conduct, which brought down upon Abra- 
ham the blessing of God's favour. '* I 
*' know him," says the Almighty, ** that he 
*' will command his children, and his 
*^ household after him,, and they shall keep 
.'* the way of the Lord, to do justice and 
*' judgment." God saw that Abraham was 
a tit depository for a more explicit revela- 
tion respecting the future Saviour of the 
.world i that he would earnestly engraft into 
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his offipring the knowledge ofthis" great 
^^ salvation ;'' and sacredly transmit to his 
descendants ** the glad tidings of great 
" joy,*' which should be " unto all people." 
He therefore graciously condescended to 
communicate to Abraham, more particularly 
than he had done to others, the merciful 
designs of his providential goodness. He 
** entered into covenant" with Abraham, 
as the scriptures express God's dealings 
with the highly favoured Patriarch ; he 
engaged, of his own free grace, to visit him 
and hia posterity with peculiar blessings ; 
and unreservedly promised, that from his 
stock should proceed ^' the desire of all 
" nations" — that ** seed of the woman," 
which would bless <^ all the families of the 
*' earth." 

The Jirst part of this " covenant" of 
God with Abraham was of a more per- 
sonal and confined description : ** I will 
'' make of thee a great nation," said the 
Almighty ; ^* and I will bless thee, and 
'* make thy name great, and thou shalt be 
^^ a blessing ; and I will bless them that 
'* bless thee, and curse him that cursetk 
" thee." 

The second part of the covenant was 
of a general and comprehensive nature; 
not limited to a person or a family, but 
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embracing the universal race of mankind 7 
" in thee shall all the families of the earth 
•* be blessed ;** recognizing the promise 
made to our first parents ; the covenant 
entered into with Noah, who was " heir to 
** the righteousness which is by faith ; and 
the predictive blessing to Shem, the an* 
cestor of Abraham, that •* God should 
" dwell in the tents of Shem." 

But further marks of the divine favour 
awaited the obedient Patriarch. Approved 
of God, for his prompt and cheerful sub- 
mission to the injunction to remove into a 
strange and distant land, the Almighty was 
pleased to renew, repeatedly, his covenant 
with Abraham ; and to treat him as a 
'* friend,** by communicating to him, in 
more instances than one, the secret coun*^ 
sels of his future dispensations* 

Shortly after his settlement in Canaan 
the Lord again appeared unto Abraham, 
and made an absolute gift of the whole of 
the land in which the Patriarch dwelt, to 
him and his posterity ; and said unto him^ 
*• Lift up thine eyes, and look from the 
** place where thou art, northward and 
** southward, and eastward and westward ; 
** for all the land which thou seest, to thee 
" will I give it, and to thy seed for ever. 
^ And I will make thy seed as the dust of 
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'^ the efirth ; so that if a man can number 
** the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed 
" also be numbered. Arise^ walk through 
y the lan^, in the length of it, and the 
" breadth of it, for I will give it to thee/' 
Again, when " in a vision, " Abraham ex- 

Eressed a fear that the blessings assured to 
im might fail, seeing that he was ** child- 
*'less;' the Lord graciously cheered him, 
not only with a renewal of his promise, but 
with a prediction of the eventual prosperity 
of his countless descendants, after they had 
endured the temporary Egyptian servitude. 
*' And the Lord said unto Abram, Know of 
'^ a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger 
^^ in the land that is not theirs, and shall 
*^ serve them ; and they shall afflict them four 
'/ hundred years. And also that nation whom 
" they shall serve will 1 judge ; and after- 
" wards they shall come out with great sub- 
" stance. But in the fourth generation they 
*• shall come hither again." And, later in 
the life of the Patriarch, when he was now 
** ninety-nine years old," the Lord again ap- 
peared unto Abram, and 'talked with him;" 
and established '' an everlasting covenant ' 
with him, and his seed after him ; and re- 
peated the promise of the land of Canaan to 
his posterity ; and changed his name from 
Jbf-am (or high father J to Abraham (or 
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the father of a multitude)^ and appointed 
the rite of circumcmon as an external token 
of his covenant ; and promised to the 
Patriarch a, son to his wife Sarai, whom he 
directed to be thence called Sarah (or, 
mother of manif nations}^ a name indicative 
of her innumerable descendants. 

Nor was this all ; for when God had 
determined to destroy the cities of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, for their " crying wicked* 
" ness," he would not " hide from Abra- 
** ham** ** the thing * which he was about 
to doy but communicated his intended judg- 
ment to him ; and engaged, at the earnest 
supplication of the Patriarch, that if " only 
, " ten righteous persons" could be found ia 
Sodom, he would not destroy it ** for their 
" sake.** And finally, after God had been 
pleased to put Abraham's faith and obedi* 
ence to a trial as severe as human virtue 
could endure, the oflPering up of Isaac, ** his 
•* only son,** the object of all his hopes, 
and the heir of all the promises ; and had 
found the Patriaixh faithful, under these 
most searching circumstances; the Lord 
was pleased to ratify all his engagements 
with him in this awful manner :. " By 
^ myself have I sworn, saith the Loi-d, for, 
^* because thou hast done this thing, and 
^^ hast not withheld thy son, thine only son ;» 
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'^ that in blessing I will bless thee, and iif 
^* multiplying I will multiply thy seed as 
^^ the stars of the Heaven, and as the sand 
^* which is on the sea shore : and thy seed 
^^ shall possess the gate of his enemies ; and 

*' IN THY SEED SHALL ALL THE NATIONS 
*^ OF THE EARTH BE BLESSED; beCaUSC 

" thoii hast obeyed my voice.** 

The sketeh which 1 have laid before you 
of God's condescending covenants with 
** the father of the faithful," naturally 
suggests some remarks upon the two distinct 
promises which these covenants embraced ; 
the one temporal^ including only a certain 
portion of time, and a small pait of man- 
kind ; the other everlastings extending to 
all nations, and ending only in eternity. 

The dispersion of mankind which suc- 
ceeded the confusion of tongues, at the 
building of the tower of Babel, though 
necessary for the peopling of the globe, and 
for the support of the increasing tribes of 
mankind, was followed, notwithstanding, 
by some evil consequences. The princip^ 
6f these bad effects was the interruption 
which it occasioned to the progress d* the 
true religion. 

■ Removed to a greater or less distance 
from the righteous fetnily of Shetn, to whom 
9lone (for the sake of their |>iety and sin-« 



131 

centy) God contiBued to manifest himself 
and his revelations; the different divisions 
of the dispersed tribea lost in process of 
time the knowledge of the great Creator of 
heaven and earth, and became idolater s*y 
retaining, indeed, faint tradUiuns of all 
the great providences which had occurred 
to their forefathers, bat corrupting and 
distorting them by their own ** vain imagi*- 
•* nations/* 

Error, from the natural weakness and 
blindness of humanity, is much more cer* 
tain and rapid in its growth than< truth ; 
and false worship increased to such an 
extent, as to threaten, apparently, the total 
destruction of the religious principle 
throughput the world. But God had de- 
termined far otherwise, in the secret coun- 
sels of his eternal wisdom* He willed not, 
that the creatures whom he had made for 
light and happiness, should perish in dark- 
ness and everlasting death ; but that they 
should, eventually, " turn unto Him, and 
** be saved,'' through the merits and medi- 
ation of that ** I^b'* which was '' slain 
** from the foundation of the world/* 

To eflfect this purpose of transcendent 
mercy, God chose a man (whom he Imem 
would command his posterity *' to keep the 
" w^y of the Lordf ) as the head,, father 
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and origini ofa*'peculiarpeople/* prepared 
for himself, aad his own merciful purposes ; 
a people, who, separated from the rest of 
^mankind, by particular laws, customs, and 
ordinances of worship, should preserve the 
knowledge of the true God, and the pro- 
mise of the Messiah, in the midst of a 
world of idolatry and spiritual ignorance, 
until " the day-spring from on high" 
should arise in the person of Jesus Christ, 
and throw a light upon the nations that sat 
*^ in the shadow of death.*' 

To this grand point were all the tempo- 
r a/ promises directed, which God made to 
the Patriarch Abraham ; and how exactly 
they were fulfilled, is evident from the 
whole of the Old Testament. 

Abraham had a son, beyond all human 
expectation, in his old age. Isaac's imme- 
diate offspring, Jacob, was the father of the 
•twelve patriarchs ; from one of whom, 
Judah, sprang the numerous nation of the 
Jews* To them ** were committed the 
" oracles of God,*' and they preserving 
the precious deposit, and maintaining the 
knowledge of the unity of God, and 
the expectation and the testimonies of the 
promised " Shiloh,** kept alive the spirit of 
true religion, and the anticipation of the 
great object of faith, in a world of igno- 
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ranee and corruptiorii and retained, till 
** they cracified the Lord of Glory/* their 
distinct and holy character among the 
nations of the earth. 

The especial providences which were 
vouchsafed to this extraordinary peopFe 
through the whole course of their eventful 
history, to enable them to effect all these 
•benevolent purposes of the divine will, form 
a wonderful illustration of the temporal 
promises made to their father Abraham. 

When the family of Jacob had increased 
to " three score and fifteen souls/' and were 
threatened with destruction from the " fa- 
' ** mine*' that was ** sore'V in the land of 
their dwelling, the providence of God led 
them into the fertile fields of Egypt, not 
only as a means of their immediate support, 
but, also, to afford them an opportunity of 
increasing into a great nation, from the 
state of separation in which they were there 
placed, and from the long peace and tran- 
quillity which they would enjoy in the land 
of their sojournment. 

When these designs were accomplished, 
and the term of their deliverance (accord- 
ing to the promise made to Abraham) had 
arrived ; God brought the chosen people 
out of Egypt, '* with a high hand, and 
^* stretched-out arm/' in so vigorous a slate 
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tBat there was not '^ one feeble person 
^* mnong their tribes/' " The Red Sea 
** gaw that, and fled," leaving a dry path 
in its bed for the safe passage of the hosts^ 
of the Lord j and^ when providentially pre- 
served from the overwhelmed Egyptians, 
they had entered on the Wilderness, the 
Almighty wrought a marvellous chain of 
miracles, signs, and wonders, for their en- 
couragement, suppoit,. and defence, during 
the whole of their tedious and perilous 
journey through it ; so that Moses eould 
remind them^ at the conclusion of their 
wanderings, that ** their raiment waxed 
^ not old," nor did " their foot swell for 
" forty years." 

Having teitninated their wanderings,. 
" Jordan was driren back," to admit them 
into the land of promise, '^ the lot of their 
** inheritanee '/* and hepe again the Lord 
^' made bare his arm," that he might ''keep 
^' his covenant with Abraham and his seed," 
and effeet the great pui*poseft of his provi- 
dence by the final establishment of the 
Ifi-aelites in the land of Canaan. '^ He 
'^ suflfered no man to do tliem. wrong, and 
"reproved even kings for their sakes." 
Victory crowned them in war, while they 
continued to be obedient ; and plenty blessed 
them in peace* Ihey were '' never ia 
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** bondage to any man ;*' and, for manjr 
successive generations, ^ their sons grevr 
^' up as the young plants, and their daugh- 
^' ters were as the polished comers of the 
** temple. Their garners were full of 
** all manner of store, their oxen were 
'' strong to labour ; there was no decay, 
" and no complaining in their streets ;'' 
forming altogether such a picture of unpa- 
ralleled national prosperity, as fully justi* 
fied the assertion of the Psaltnist, that 
*' God had not dealt so wkh any people" 
—as completely confirmed the oath ** which 
" God sware unto the Patriarch Abraham, " 
and fulfilled to the very letter the tempO' 
ral promise which he had been^ pleased to 
give to the father of the faitbfuL 

But brilliant as the scene of divine mercy 
is, which this slight view of God's dealings 
with the Jews unfolds to us, it is, notwith- 
standing, but as midnight darkness, com- 
pared with " the everlasting covenant" 
which was to ^* bless all the families of the 
*' earth/* to ensure an atonement for every 
repented sin, and salvation for every con- 
verted soul. 

It is with this promise^ my brethren, that 
we, as sinners and christians, are most 
nearly concerned, and most deeply inte- 
rested \ for, instead of a deliverance from 
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Egypt, it holds out to tis, (through faith in 
an ail'Suf&cient Saviour, and obedience to 
the precepts of his gospel,) a rescue from 
sin, and spiritual death, and hell ; and in 
lieu of an earthly Canaan, it offers every 
faithful follower of Jesus Christ the ever- 
lasting peace and happiness of an heavenly 
kingdom. 

' O that we may not be blind to the mercy, 
nor deaf to the proffer, of this ** great sal- 
** vation !" O that we may receive the 
promise with the Jaith of Abraham ; and 
that it may work the same influence on 
our hearts and conduct, which it wrought in 
his, a willing and steady obedience to the 
commandments of God ; that it may in- 
spire us with submission, resignation, holi- 
ness, and practical piety, here ; and be our 
passport; through the atonement of '^ the 
•* Mediator of. the second covenant,'' to 
honour, glory, and immortality hereafter! 



DISCOURSE IX. 



Suftifrt. THE FAITH OF 
ABRAHAM. 

The Importance op Faith. Nominal Faitii 
AND. Saving Faith, their different Charac- 
ters. The latter exemplified in the. Case 
of Abraham. Moral Inference. 



genesis xxii. 1, 2. 

And it came to pass after these things^ that God did 
tempt Ahraham~-and Jte said^ Take now thy son, 
thine only son^ IsaaCj whom thou lovesty and yet 
thee into the land of Moriah ; and offer him there 

> for a burnt-offering upon one of the mjountains 
which I unll tell thee of, 

AMONG the many pomts of cpntro- 
Versy which disturb the peace, and 
destroy the unity, of the Christian Church, 
there is no one more productive of dispute 
and division than the question — what is a 

SAVING FAITH? 
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That FAITH is something of the utmost 
spiritual importance, that it is an essential 
branch of all acceptable religion, and 
necessary as a means and condition of ever* 
lasting salvation, there can be no doubt ;: 
because the Holy Scriptures are full and 
express to this effect, and from their begin^ 
ningto their end, speak so highlyand perpe* 
tually of this spiritual principle, as must 
convince us that its value is above all price 
in the formation of the truly religious 
character. 

If ye will not believe, surely ye shall 

not be established," writes the Prophet 
Isaiah. " The just shall live by his^^^VA .-'^ 
says Habakkuk. It is the assertion of St. 
Paul to the Jews, in the synagogue at 
Antioch, that " all that believe in Christ, 
*' are justified from all things, from which 
•* they could not be justified by the law of 
^' Moses." Tlie author of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews positively declares, that *' with- 
'* out Jaith it is impossible to please God.'* 
He further tells us, that ** by Jaith Abel 
^' offered unto God a more acceptable 
^ sacrifice than Cain :" and (alluding to 
the affecting history related in the chapter, 
from which our text is borrowed, and ta 
other circumstances in the life of Abraham), 
the samQ Apostle observes, that ^* Abraham^s 
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^ faith was imputed to him for righteous*- 
" ness.'* 

Such strong and frequently-repeated 
encomiums on /aith not only place its im- 
portance in a very clear light, but suffi« 
ciently account for the deep interest with 
which its nature, properties, and effects^ 
have been discussed by Christians of all 
ages; for the differences in opinion, which 
have always existed, ai^ at present exist 
upon the subject ; and for the warmth, and 
too often want of charity, with which these 
disputes have been maintained : for it i& in 
the very nature of man to mix up his pas- 
sions with his religious notions ; and in all 
cases of strong feeling, to be led more by, 
impulse than by reason. 

As the principle of faith thus appear^ to 
be of paramount consequence in a spiritual 
point of view, and intimately connected 
with the duty, and hopes, and future 
destiny of man ; it seems to be highly desi- 
rable that we should form correct ideas of 
its real nature, and essential qualities, lest 
we should mistake its character ; give to 
the shadow the hopour due only to the sub-^ 
stance; and fatally deceive ourselves, by 
fancying we actually possess that treasure, 
of which we only know the name. 

To throw some light on this interesting 
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topic, will be the object of tlie following 
discoui*se ; in which we shall point out, 
first, what is notfaithj though it may claim 
for itself that venerable title ; and secondly, 
explain what it actually is^ drawing the 
iauthorities for our definition from scripture, 
and more especially from the account of 
Abraham's behaviour, under the divine 
command expressed in the text. 

The mere prqfessi&n of religion with 
the lips, unaccompanied by any manifesta- 
tion of its influence on the life and conduct, 
is not faith. 

Nothing is more easy than for a man to 
be a Christian upon these terms. He uses 
no effort; he makes no sacrifices. He 
neither controuls his passions ; nor checks 
his inclinations; por searches out the 
plagues of his heart ; nor struggles against 
the dangerous propensities of his fallen 
nature. He plumes himself, however, 
on being an orthodox member of a parti- 
cular church, or connection of believers; 
he says, he has " all faith ;'* and, if he 
bestow any thought on the subject, he 
fully assures himself, that ihh faith is ** pure 
** religion, and undefiled before God," and 
will, unquestionably, save his soul alive. 

The zealous adherence to any peculiai- 
doctrines is not faith,, if they be maintained 
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^'ith heat and ' intemperance ;' and inspire 
usi with contempt, or dislike» of such of our 
Christian brethren, as profess religious 
opinions different to our own. 

This was the delusion which blinded the 
eyes of the Pharisee of old, yvho was tena- 
cious of " the traditions of the elders;** 
and ^^ despised'* those who did not hold 
th^ same ; and it is the error, also, of too 
many Christians of modern times. No- 
tliing, indeed, is morecommonatthepresent 
day than to hear these pretensions to an 
exclusive saving faitlu the grounds of which 
ai*enotsoughtforintheexpressdeclarationsof 
scripture, hut in the fancies of a^weak-brained, 
or in the vain interpretations of a fallible, 
preacher: and the fruits of which are 
evidenced in a spiritual pride^ that moves 
the religionist to say to his fellow-christian, 
* stand apart, for 1 am holier than thou -," 
that puffs him up with an unbecoming 
notion of superior personal righteousness, 
and of his having been favoured with a 
clearer spiritual light, and a larger share of. 
God's favour, than the rest of mankind. 

The total want of all humility, simplicity, 
and charity, in ////^ description of belief, 
shows, in a moment, that it is spurious, and 
not sterling coin j for the Apostle Paul 
has assured us, that though '* we have faith, 
* aud have not charity, we are nothing/* 



' Anally, the most punctual and rigid 
observance of all the external (Nrdinantes 
>of worship is net Jkith^ unless the heart 
be connected ; the character improved ; the 
di^ositioa softened ; and the temper har- 
monised by these necessai]^ acts of religious 
duty. 

We have heard of those of old time, who, 
•* for a show/' made *• long prayers/' but, 
because thev *• devoured widows' houses," 
were doomed to ^^ greater damnation/^ And 
we read of the formalists, in our Saviour's 
days on earth, who went regularly up to the 
temple to pray;*' who *' fasted twice a 
week/' and gave '^ tithes of all they pos- 
"sessed;" and yet were not "justified," 
or accepted by God, because, though they 
** outwardly appeared righteous unto men," 
they were ** within full of hypocrisy, 
*' iniquity, and all uncharitableness.'* 

It is impossible, indeed, for any human 
being to be too frequent in his devotions to 
the God of his life, and the Author of his 
salvation ; or too regular in his attendance on 
public, or in his peHfbrmance of private, wor-^ 
8bi|9: But if hisreligion be carried no further 
than these outward services; if " the inner 
* ' man" be not improved and spiritualized by 
them ; if there be not a visible testimony of 
their sincerity, in a corresponding life of 
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piety and purity, uprightness and charity ; 
thi$' formal worshipper Is entirely destitute 
of a saving faith^ and may well be com-, 
pared to ^' the whited sepulclire^ which 
'^ indeed appears beautiful outward, but 
" within is full of dead men^s bones, and 
^' all undeanness/^ It would be well for 
«uch a professor of the gospel as this, to 
recollect that '* the devils*' themselves 
•* believe;*' but ** tremble,'^ 

Having thus explained, on the authority 
^f scripture, what is no/ faith; it remains 
for us to ascertain, Sdly, what a saving 
faith actually is \ and to bring forward a 
few illustrations of its nature, influence^ 
and eifects. 

Faith, in its ample abstract form, and 
in its spiritual sense, is defined by th«: 
x\postk St. Paul to be *^ the substance of 
*•• things hoped for, the evidence of things- 
*• not seen.'' In other words (if we may 
presume to paraphrase the language of in- 
spiration) it is a firm conviction of the truth 
and stability of God's word and promises; 
a full assurance of the verity of every ^ 
i-ecital, declaration, and proposition in the 
Holy Scriptures; a steady belief of all 
God's past dealings with mankind recorded 
in the Bible ; and an undoubting expecta- 
tion, of those future di^ensations, yi^hich 
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til? sanie /* lively DH^cW* poqkively assert, 
sliall, in God s good tiiQ«) come to pass 
hereafter. 

This explanation oi faith appears, it is 
true, to have little to. do with human ^t^m^ 
dud. It seems, at the first glance^ to make 
it a principle confined to the mind; and 
having its seat in the understandings rather 
than the . heart. As such^ indeed, it 
actually was considered by some of the 
early believers in Christianity ; who, mis- 
taking or perverting the " things hard to 
^^ be understood,'' in the writings of St; 
Paul, formed such false notions on the 
subject of ^/7//, as occasioned the Apostle 
St. James, in his admirable Epistle, to exn- 
plain its true character, and shew its essen- 
tial pra<^tical nature. . 

In effecting this most useful end he has 
recourse for one of the illustrations of his 
re^oning to the chapter which supplies 
our tCKt ; and adduces the ready obedience 
of Abraham to the command of God, to 
prove the truth of the important doctrine, 
which he was labouring to establish, that 

** FAITH WITHOUT WORKS IS DEAD." 

*• Was not Abraham,'* says he, "justified 
'' by works, when he had offered up Isaac 
^> his son, upon the altar? Seest thou 
*' how faith wrought with his works, and 
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^< by works fnith was made perfect 9 And 
'^ the seripture was fulfilled, which saith, 
** Abraham believed God, and it was im^ 
<* puted unto him for righteousness ;" and 
he was called the friend of God/* This 
passage of scripture is one of considerable 
weieht as well as meaning, for it not only 
•ettles the particular question, why faith 
was '* imppted to Abraham for righteous- 
*< ness ;" but it determines, also, the great 
general question-— what constitutes that 
saving faith which '^ justifies'' the sinner in 
the sight of God, or renders him an object 
of mercy with the Most High, through the 
mediation, and for the sake, of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

That the faith of Abraham was of the 
most practical description, '' thoroughly 
** furnished with good works,'* bringing 
forth, abundantly, the visible fruits of 
righteous actions—humble resignation to 
the divine will, and constant obedience to 
the divine laws— will not be doubted by 
any one who js acquainted with the events 
of this Patriarch's life. 

The first injunction from God which 
Abraham received, was of a sufficiently 
trying description, — " Get thee out of thy 
'' country, and from thy kindred, and from 
'< thy father's house^ into a land which I 

VOL. I. H 
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** will shew thee;*' and called upon him to 
overcome some of the strongest yearnings 
of the heart, and some of the most amiabl^ 
prejudices of the mind — the love of relatives 
and home; and the natural attachment to 
the spot of a long residence, and the scene of 
early happiness. But there was no hesita- 
tion on the part of Abraham to comply 
with this injunction. His faith " worked 
** by love.*' He knew that its substance 
was obedience; and therefore, as St. Paul 
writes, " when he was called to go out into 
* * a place, which he should after receive for 
an inheritance, he obeyed, and went out, 
not knowing whither he went." His 
faith, indeed, taught him to look for '* a 
•* city which hath foundations, whose 
•* builder and .maker is God :** it taught 
him, at the same time, however, that *' to 
*' obey is better than sacrifice;'* that faith 
must not satisfy itself with mere professions 
of holiness, or formal acts of worship; but 
be substantiated in a sacred fulfilment of 
God's commandments, and a constant 
practice of ** good works." 

But the proof of Abraham's faith exacted 
in the words of the, text, was of a far more 
awful character than the injunction to quit 
his country and his friends; for it involved 
the sacrifice, by his own hand, of his '* only 
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*' begotten son," the son of his love, and 
the heir of his promises. The mind shrinks 
with horror, and the heart is overwhelmed 
with anguish, at the bare idea of such a tax 
upon a father*s affection ; of an act of 
religious duty so strongly opposed jto all the 
emotions, and sentiments, and reluctances 
of nature! Where, may we ask, is the 
parent, who, when he contemplates this 
astounding call uppn Abraham's faith, is 
not ready to exclaim, " who is sufficient for 
** these things ?" Wh6re is the believer, 
who, if his faith were put to so severe a 
test, would not, in the hour of trial, be 
** found wanting?" Not so with holy Abra- 
ham. Neither the strangeness, nor the seve- 
rity, nor the terribleness of the command ; 
nor the powerful workings of parental love; 
nor the strong repugnances of natural 
instinct; moved his soul, or *' staggered hjs 
*' faith." The divine commandment was 
before him, clear, intelligible, and express; 
he did not, for a moment, doubt its wis- 
dom, its holiness, or its mercy. He had 
learned from his faith, that " all things 
** work together for o^ood to those who 
" Jove God.'* He had learned from his 
faith, to rest with firm assurance on the 
promise of God, that " in his seed shpuld 
*• all thQ families of the earth be blessed." 

h2 



lis 

!H^ had f earned from his faiths to behold in 
the offering up of his son Isaac, the type 
of the sacrifice of that ^* Lamb which was 
*^ slain from the foundation of the world.'' 
And finallvi he had already learned from 
his faith, that important truth, which the 
Apostle James, in after ages, so unequivo* 
cally delivered to all the believers in Jesus 
Christ, that *• as the body without the 

•* SPIRIT IS DEAD, SO FAITH WITHOUT 
** WORKS IS DEAD ALSO." 

It was these impressions of real piety in 
his heart, and these sound religious convic- 
tions of his understanding, ^ assisted by the 
divine grace, which is ever at hand, ^o 
strengthen the weakness of the humble and 
the good, that enabled Abraham to ^* per- 
" feet his faith," by a •*work" of dutiful 
obedience, so trying in its nature, and so 
exalted in its character, as rendiered him 
an example to all future generations of 
genuine saving Jaithf and obtained for him 
the high and venerable appellation of ** the 
•* friend of God." '' By faith," says St. 
Paul, " Abraham, when he was tried, 
*^ offered up Isaac : and he that had re- 
** ceived the promises, offered up his only- 
** begotten son : of whom it was said, that 
** in Isaac shall thy seed be called : ac- 
** counting that God was able to raise him 
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^ up even from the dead ; from whence 
'^ slso he received him in a figui-e/' 
^ Was not Abraham our father, thereforei 
*' justified by ivorks/' demands St* James, 
'^ when, he offered Isaac his son upon the 
*^ altar ? Seest thou how faith wrought 
^' with his works, and by works was faith 
** made perfect ? And the scripture was 
5' fulfilled, which saith, Abraham believed 
*' God, and it was imputed unto him for 
*' righteousness, and he was called the 
« friend of God." 

The same character of a saving faith is 
maintained throughout the whole of the 
New Testam Alt : and its visible evidence in 
f good works,'' in charitable feelings, and 
in an useful and benevolent life, is to the 
full as strongly insisted on, as a speculative 
belief in our Lord Jesus Christ, and in the 
great truths of his most holy gospel. 

The Saviour himself, indeed, has placed 
this point in so clear a light, as would pre- 
vent (one might well suppose) the slightest} 
mistake or cavil respecting it among rea- 
sonable Christians. " Why call ye me 
" Lord, Lord," saith he, " and do not the 
** things which I say?" " Not every one 
*^ that saith unto me Lord, Lord, shall enteir 
^^ into the kingdom • of Heaven : but he 
V.that doeth the will of my Father who ia 
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" in Heaven ;" and he has expressly assured 
us that the vain pi'etensions of an unfruit- 
ful faith willy at the last day, be silenced 
by this severe rebuke — " I tell you, I know 
•* not whence ye are: depart from me all 
" ye workers of iniquity." 

The A postles, also, after the commission 
of preaching the gospel had been entrusted 
to them, were equally zealous in endeavour- 
ing to convince those to whom they spoke 
or wrote, that Jaith must be practical, in 
order to be acceptable ; that true religion 
is a state of holy, benevolent, and useful 
action ; and that though a belief in the 
Bible, and all its revelations^ is its broad 
and solid foundation, yet to make the build- 
ing compleat, its superstructure must con- 
sist of all the graces which can sanctify and 
adorn human nature. " Give all diligence," 
saith St. Paul, "• to add to your Jbitk^ 
*^ virtue/' or a regular course of praise- 
worthy conduct ; " and to virtue, knoW' 
" ledge y^* or a clear apprehension of the 
truths and duties of your religion ; ^^ and to 
" knowledge, temperance*^ or a due regu- 
lation of your appetites and passions; *' and 
'* to temperance, patience/* or a profound 
resignation, and uncomplaining submission 
to the will of God ; ** and to patience god^ 
" Uness/' or piety and sanctity of heart 
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and spirit ; '* and to godliness, brotherly 
*' kindness/* or tenderness and compassion 
for the miserable, friendly feelings and 
neighbourly conduct towards all ; *^ and to 
" brotherly kindness, charity,** or a for- 
bearance from all that is harsh, malignant, 
or prejudiced, in thought, sentiment, opinion, 
or expression ; and the exercise of all that 
is mild, liberal, and tolerant, in practice* 
** Tor if these things be in you and abound,*' 
continues the Apostle, they stamp your 
Jaith with the impression of a saving one, 
by making you " neither barren nor ttw- 
^^ fruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 
*' Jesus Christ/' 



DISCOURSE X. 
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S^fiiert. THE DOCTRINE OF GOD'S 

GENERAL AND SPECIAL 

PROVIDENCES. 

This Doctrine revealbd only and fully in 
THE Bible. Illustrated in the History o^ 
THE Israelites and of Joseph. Moral In- 
ferences. 
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Nowy therefoTty he not grievedj nor angry toith your* 
selves f tnai ye sold me hUher ; for Gad did smd me 
brfore you to preserve UJe* 

THE proofs of the general providence 
of God» that be governs and regu- 
lates all the works which he has created ; 
that all things depend upon, and are up- 
holden by, him ; that he adtninisters the 
general affairs of mankind, and disposes of 
hamav events as it seeroeth good unto his 
infinitely wise will } the proofs of this great 
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truth, I repeat, are so manifest in all which 
we see without and feel within us, that there 
has been no age of the world, nor any 
people among its civilized nations, which 
have not acknowledged the important fact. 
It is true, indeed, that among the hea- 
thens of old times some visionary philoso- 
phers were found, who attributed the Crea- 
tion to chancCf and denied that the concerns 
of the world were under the superinten- 
dence of Divine Providence; but these were 
few and insignificant compared with the 
great body of ancient sages who confessed 
that there is a God, the author of univer- 
sal being; and that the government of this 
great machine belongs exclusively to him. 
But though the natural light of reason 
had directed mankind to the beUef and 
confession of this genei'al truth, yet for full 
and clear information on the interesting 
point we are entirely indebted to revelation* 
Human wisdom might discover that the 
visible world could not create itself; that, 
therefore, there must be a £rst cause of all 
things ; and if so, jDhat this same divine in*- 
telligence must exercise a directing and 
controlling power over them, in order to. 
prevent the universal confusion and final 
ruin of creation, which would inevitably 
ioon occurj without such a superintendence; 
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but having found out thus much, here 
its discoveries ended. 

** The world by wisdomlinew not God,'* 
says the Apostle : it had no just idea of his 
nature, his attributes, or his counsels. His 
exceeding, love of mankind, and the innu- 
merable ways in which he manifests it, 
were hidden from its view ; and, more es- 
pecially, the comforting and supporting 
doctrine of his particular providence y of 
his being " about our paths, and about our 
** beds, and spying out all our way3 ;** of 
his watching over the creatures of his hands, 
and all their concerns, with " an eye that 
** neither slumbers nor sleeps ;** was utterly 
unknown to the most enlightened nations of 
Pagan antiquity. 

But, blessed be God, the Holy Bible 
i^emoves the veil of " clouds and thick dark- 
•' ness," which concealed this weighty doc- 
trine from the knowledge of mankind ; and 
not only is God's general providence fully 
and clearly revealed in every page of it, 
but his interference in, and direction of, thtf 
personal affairs of every individual, is so 
frequently and strikingly pointed out in the 
sacred volume, that we cannot for a mo- 
ment doubt .of the inspired writer's asser- 
tion, *' though the lot be cast into the lap» 
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*^ the whole disposing thereof is of the 
•' Lord." 

With respect to his g'^era/ providence, 
or his direction, of the affairs of the world 
at large, God is represented in the scrip- 
tures as surrounded with these sublime cir- 
cumstances of might, majesty, and domi- 
nion : " The Lord reigneth, and is clothed 
" with strength wherewith he hath girded 
*^ himself. He ruleth in the kingdom of 
'^ men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will. 
'' Wisdom and might are his : he changeth 
*' the times and the seasons* He removeth 
kings, and setteth up kings. He forms 
the lighty and creates darkness. He 
** maketh peace, and creates evil. He 
*' poureih contempt upon princes, and 
*' weakeneth the strength of the mighty. 
** He increaseth the nations, and destroyeth 
*^ them ; he enlargeth the nations, and sti*ait- 
*' eneth them again." " He maketh wars 
*' to cease in all the world : he knappeth 
'^ the spear in sunder, and burnetii the 
" chariots in the fire." ** He doeth what- 
" soever pleaseth him." " He worketh 
** after the counsels of his own will j" and 
** his dominion is over all." 

But the view which the Holy Bible gives of 
God's eSpecial providence ; of his concern 
and interest in the personal affairs of every 






156 

individual; of his^dispdsalof all the evenM 
which regard the safety, happiness, and 

{>eace of those who love and serve him ; of our 
iving under his constant inspection, watch- 
fulness, and care ; it is this view, I repeat, 
which affords the greatest comfort to the 
mind, and the best support to the spirit, 
placed as we are in a world full of dangers^ 
difficulties, and perplexities ; and exposed, 
as we feel ourselves to be, to frequent disap« 
pointment in our hopes, to sudden reverses 
in our condition, and to numerous suffer- 
ings, either in our own persons, or in the 
persons of those who dwell near our hearts. 
To beings thus conditioned, how cheer- 
ing, how delightful, is the language which 
both the Old and the New Testament hold 
out for our consolation and tranquillity ! 
** A man's heart deviseth his ways, but the 
** Lord directeth his steps.** " Affliction 
«* cometh not forth out of the dust, neither 
** doth trouble spring out of the ground.** 
** Promotion cometh neither from the east, 
«* nor from the west, nor yet from the 
«c south, but God is the judge; . he pulleth 
<cdown one, and setteth up another.** 
«c Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? 
« and one of them shall not fail to tne 
«< ground without your Father. But the 
€4 very hairs of your . head are all num- 
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^'bered. Fear not,: theiefbre, ye are of 
** more value than many sparrows.*' ** Why 
'< tdke ye thought for raiment ? Consider 
^^ the lilies of the fieldt how they grow : 
they toil not, neither do they spin* and 
yet I say unto you that Solomon in ail 
his glory was not arrayed like one of 
^* these. Wherefore, if God so clothe the 
*^ grass of the field, which to-day is, and 
^* to*morrow is cast into the oven, shall he 
•* not much more clothe you, O ye of little 
** faith ? Behold the fowls of the air ; for 
they sow not, neither do they reap, nor 
gather into barns, yet your heavenly Fa- 
^' ther feedeth them. Are not ye much 
** better than they ?" " Humble your- 
** selves, therefore, under the mighty hand 
** of God, that he may exalt you in due 
^^ time ; casting all your care on him, for 
** he careth for you." 

It is not, however, by these and similar 
declarations of scripture alone that the 
Holy Bible proclaims to us the precious 
doctrine of God's general and particular 
providence ; it furnishes us, also, with many 
interesting eaatnples of its manifestation in 
the char4icters and history of various pei> 
«ons recorded in its inspired pi^es : Nor 
€an we look into the vVolume of our faith 
f^ithout disco v^iing sufficient grounda.for 
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the establishment of this great truth» — that 
whatever may be the apparent confusion of 
human events in general, or however 
chance or accident may seem to dispose of 
the affairs of an individual in particular, 
yet both are, in fact, under the guidance of 
the *• God of order ;'* and are so appointed 
and arranged by him, as, in the end, to 
promote his honour and glory, and to fur- 
ther the well-being of the subjects of hi» 
moral government here below. 

From these abundant ejcamples afforded 
by Holy Scripture, illustrating and confirm- 
ing the doctrine in question, I pui*pose to 
select for our present consideration the 
history of the excellent man whose words 
have been chosen for my text ; and from 
the prominent circumstances in the life of 
Joseph, shall endeavour to throw some light 
on the great truth of God's general and 
particular providence. A few remarks on 
the uses to which the doctrine may be 
applied will conclude my discourse. 

In the admirable defence made by St. 
Stephen before the Jewish council, against 
the charge of blasphemy, for which he was 
so unjustly martyred, he refers to the his- 
tory of Joseph in the following terms: 
" The Patriarchs, moved with envy, sold 
<* Joseph into Egypt ; but God was with 
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*^ him, and delivered him but of all his 
*' afflictions, and gave him favour and wis- 
" dom in the sight of Pharaoh king of 
" Egypt ; and he made him governor over 
'* Egypt, and all his house. Now there 
** came a dearth over all the land of Egypt, 
^* and Canaan, and great affliction; and our 
** fathers found no sustenance. But when 
*' Jacob heard that there was corn in 
Egypt, he sent out our fathers first ; and 
at the second time Joseph was made 
known to his brethren, and Joseph's 
*' kindred was made known to Pharaoh. 
** Then sent Joseph and called his father 
^^ Jacob unto him, and all his kindred, three 
** score and fifteen souls. So Jacob went 
'< down into Egypt, and died, he and our 
*' Fathers." 

^rhat this short account illustrates, in a 
very striking manner, the doctrine we are 
now discussing will, I think, appear from 
the following observations. 

From the very moment of the fall of 
man, God had, in his infinite compassion^ 
soothed the sorrows of the miserable trans- 
gressors by the promise of a future Saviour; 
of an exalted being, who should make an 
atonement for the great offence, and be the 
propitiation for all repented sin ; and who 
should enlighten^ improve, and spiritualize 
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mankind ; and complete his benefits to tBe 
lost race by destroying their spiritual enemy, 
and all his works ; and by reconciling to 
God a world undone in Adam, but re* 
deemed in Christ* 

This promise had been renewed and 
transmitted down, through Seth, and La- 
mech, and Noah, and Abraham, in clearer 
terms, and with added particulars, as man- 
kind multiplied, and as increasing civiliza- 
tion enabled them to receive fuller and more 
distinct revelations. But the spread of fiilse 
woi'ship enlarged with the extending popu- 
lation of the world; and that the purposes 
of God might not be frustrated by the in- 
ordinate wickedness of man, he thought 
proper to separate a particular family from 
the general mass of mankind, and to raise 
from that family a ** peculiar people," or 
distinct nation, who should preserve, amidst 
the surrounding heathens, a knowledge of 
the true God, and his worship; keep alive 
the promise and expectation of the pre- 
ordained Saviour, or Messiah ; and gradu* 
ally prepare the world for the coming of 
.^•the Holy One of God, ** and the reception 
of his universal spiritual religion.* 

f This mibject it nme tolly •disciiaiBed in tlie preceding di<* 
course ; but its importancei wUl, we apptehendx fuilj jiwtiff 
this e]i|^t repetitioib 



16t 

For this purpose the Almighty chose 
the faithful Abraham, (having tried, and 
found him not wanting,) and raised him 
accordingly to high personal dignity and 
great worldly substance. But as his in- 
creased posterity, in the time of Jacob,- 
dwelt amongst people plunged in idolatry 
and wickedness, and were, consequently, in 
danger either of being led into error and 
sin, or of being oppressed by neighbours 
" greater and mightier" than themselves ; 
God saw^ fit to remove the household of 
Jacob into a foreign land, and to place 
them apart, for a considerable length of 
time, in a province of Egypt -, where, wi- 
mii^ed with the people of tne eountry, pre- 
served from the destructive havock of war, 
and undisturbed in the exercise of their 
worship, they might gradually grow up into 
a great nation, Sjufficiently powerful to make 
a conquest of the land promised to their 
forefathers ; and to maintain themselves, 
when once established there, for a series of 
ages in prosperity and peace. 

To accomplish this scheme of wisdom and 
mercy, the Almighty wrought all thosd 
wonders of his providence, to which Joseph 
alludes in the words of the text : ** Now, 
*« therefore, be not grieved, nor angry with 
^'yourselves, thieit ye «old me hither^ fot 



'- God did send me before you to preserve 
" life." It was by his own over-ruling 
providence that all the marvellous events 
in the history of the family of Jacob were 
ordained and carried on — the slavery of 
Joseph, his freedom » and exaltation ; the 
famine in Canaan ; the removal into 
Egypt ; the bondage of the Israelites in 
that country ; their triumphant Exodus 
from thence ; and their settlement in the 
promised land: a scene of marvels which 
the holy Psalmist thus briefly sketches: 
'* Moreo>er, God called for a dearth upon 

the land" (of Canaan), " and destroyed 
^^ all the provision of bread. But he had 

sent a man before them, even Joseph ; 
** who was sold to be a bond-servant, whose 
^* feet they hurt in the stocks ; the iron 
^* entered into his soul ; until the time came 
^^ that his cause was known, the Word of 
^' the Lord tried him. The king sent and 
*^ delivered him, the prince of the people 
*' let him go fVee ; he made him lord also 
^' of all his substance. Israel also came into 
*^ Egypt, and Jacob was a stranger in the 
*' land of Ham ; and he increased his 
** people exceedingly, and made them 
^Vsti'ongeir than their enemies : whose heart 
'' turned so, that they hated his people, and 
*^ dealt untruly with his servants. Then 
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f* sent he Moses his servant, and Aaron 
* ^ whom he bad chosen ; and these shewed 
" his tokens among them, and wondei*s in 
" the land of Ham. 

" For why ? He remembered his holy 
** promise, and Abraham his servant* And 
*^ he brought forth his people with joy, and 
*^ his chosen with gladness : and gave 
** them the lands of the Heathen : and 
'* they took the labours of the people in 
*• possession/' 

But magnificent as this display is of 
God'sprovidential doings, to effect the great 
purpose of his wisdom, in making '* a 
** chosen people" for himself, and thus 
paving the way for the advent of the pro- 
mised Messiah ; yet it is not, perhaps, wso 
interesting or affecting to the mind of help- 
less and dependent man, as the view of 
those special and personal providences, 
which God vouchsafed to the exemplary 
Joseph, during his eventful life. 

In considering these^ we feel in truth 
that '' we are God's people, and the sheep 
** of his pasture ;'* and when we see Joseph 
snatched from the bloody designs of his 
envious brethren ; preserved from falling 
before a dangerous temptation in the house 
of Potiphar ; rescued from the horrors of a 
prison ; promoted to honour in the court 
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of Pharaoh ; made the instrument of sav- 
ing his father and family from perishing by 
hunger ; and above all, when we view him 
gifted with that special grace, which enabled 
him to forgiTe all the injuries he had re- 
ceived from his brethren, and to soothe theii^ 
remorse, and calm their fears, iu the gentle 
and affecting language of the text ; when: 
we contemplate, I repeat, these personal 

{providences of God, obdurate and worth- 
ess must be our hearts, if we do not rejoice 
in the conviction, that though utterly 
unworthy of the least of God's mercies, 
we have, notwithstanding, a Heavenly 
Guide, who directs our paths, and would 
fain lead us into the way of happiness 
and peace ; that we have an Omnipotent 
Protector, who is ever able and willing 
to defend and succour us ; that we have 
an infinitely wise and compassionate Father, 
who, for an obedient child, will make 
*' every thing work together," eventually^ 
*' for good." 

The following practical application of the 
doctrine of special or personal providences, 
«eems naturally to arise out oif what has 
been already said. 

We must be careful, in the first place, 
not to degrade this comfortable doctrine, 



16^ 

by applying it %o %he purposes of supersti" 
Hon* 

' Man is always in danger of running into 
extremes, and of making that which is 
salutary and good in itself unwholsome or 
pernicious, by mistaking or perverting 
its use. Such may be the case with 
respect to the doctrine of special pro* 
pidences* Though we cannot possibly de« 
termine to what minute circumstances 
God's interference may extend in human 
affairs, because we know not what great 
events may spring from causes apparently 
small i yet of this we may be sure, that 
all the trifling or absurd circumstances 
^hich enthusiasm is so apt to attribute to 
providential operation, are not the arrange- 
ments of Infinite Wisdom, but the natural 
results of human activity or mischief, ex- 
alted into divine interpositions by an 
heated or a foolish brain. 

It is our duty, in the second place, not 
to omit, in our dependence upon Providence, 
the steady exercise of the powers, intellec- 
tual, mental, and bodily, with which God 
has endowed us ; or to sink into careless- 
ness,^ inactivity, and sloth, because we have 
a heavenly friend who ** careth for us/* 
and is " ever at hand" to ** help and de- 
" fend U6-" 
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The scripture tells us, that in the busi- 
ness of salvation we must '' work together 
** with God ;'' and common reason assures 
usy that in the business and concerns of life 
if we do not exercise caution, vigilance, 
industry, and perseverance, we cannot ex- 
pect the' direction, guardianship, or protec* 
tion, of that Being, who has been pleased 
to place us in a world full of dangers and 
full of duties; and has commanded us to 
use all watchfulness in avoiding the one, 
and all diligence in performing the other. 
Nor, more especially, can we expect the 
interference of Providence in our behalf, 
when our intentions are mischievous, or 
our actions criminal. God was with Joseph : 
He rescued him out of all his difficulties, 
and crowned him with many and precious 
blessings ; but it was because Joseph was an 
holy, upright, and virtuous man ; sincere 
in his heart, and honest in his doings; 
whose good principles were proof against 
temptation ; and who, under all circum- 
stances, whether prosperous or adverse, 
never wavered in faith, nor failed in obe- 
dience. 

We are finally taught, by the doctrine 
which we have been considering, to receive^ 
all God's dispensations, which may affect 
ourselves, our relatives^ or our conceins. 
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with humble submission and patient i*esig« 
nation to the Divine will. We know that 
we are in God's holy keepinp^, and there- 
fore must be dear. and precious in his 
sight. We know that the Almighty hath 
said, ** I am with thee, and will never for . 
*' sake thee ;" and that this promise is sure 
and abiding to us as long as we continue 
to be " patient in well doing:" and we 
have the word of an Apostle for our 
security, that even the severest sorrows of 
mortality, however " grievous" they may 
appear to be at the time of their pressure, 
** nevertheless afterwards yield the peace- 
" able fruit of righteousness unto them 
•* which are exercised thereby/' 

Let us, then, my brethren, in all our 
trials, and amid all our difficulties and pri- 
vations, '* humble'* ourselves " under the 
•* mighty hand of God ;*' and receive every 
chastisement as an instance of his mercy, 
and a token of his love ; as a salutary 
though bitter medicine, to heal us of the 
evil of sin, to strengthen our faith, and in- 
vigorate our virtue ; as a sacred pledge, on 
the part of *' our Father who is in heaven," 
that if, like Joseph, we bear his afflictive 
providences with a contrite, bowed, and 
patient mind, and are " not weary in well 
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doing/' he will, in his own good time, 
out of ^^ourjigbt affliction, which is but 
f^ for a moment, work for us a far more 
^^ exceeding and eternal weight of glory.'' 



DISCOURSE XL 



S^Ubitct. THE MORAL AND 
CEREMONIAL LAW. 

Disputes and Errors amoxo Christians re- 

SPKCTING Faith, and the Moral and Cere* 

monialLaw. Thf Difference between the 

two Laws; and Character, End, and Design 

' OF EACH. Moral Inferences. 
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EXODUS xxxi. 18. 

And he gave unto Moses, wJien he had made an end 
of communing vnth him upon Mount Sinai, dm 
Tables of Testimony ^ tables of stone, urritten loith 
tfie finger of God, 

ST. Peter, in his second general Epistle 
(chap. iii. 15, 1(J) has remarked, that 
in the writings of St. Paul are '^ some 
'* things hard to be understood, which they 
*' that are unlearned and unstable, wrest, as 
*^ theydo also the other scriptures, unto their 
•^ own destruction." The Apostle chiefly 
alludes, in this passage, to what St. Paul 
had written respecting the rejection of the 
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Jewish people ; the acceptance of the Gen^ 
tiles; the second coming of Jesus Christ ; 
and the great day of the Lord : but the 
allusion may be extended, also, to those 
expressions in St. Faurs writings, wherein 
he treats of faith and works^ and of the 
respective characters and obligations of the 
Moral and Ceremonial Law. 

It is quite surprising to observe how 
many and how serious are the mistakes 
which Christians of all ages have fallen into, 
with respect to these two latter particulars. 

Numberless have been the disputes which 
have agitated the Church of Christ, ever 
since the days of the Apostles, with regard 
to the nature of thatjaith which will obtain 
solvation ; disputes which, it is lamentable 
to say, subsist in all their warmth, even to the 
present day. 

Equally numerous and strange also are 
the notions whicli many ancient believera 
entertained, and which many modern ones 
now hold, in reference to the language in 
which St. Paul speaks of the law, its obli- 
gations, promises, and threatenings. 

With respect to faith (the first of these 
subjects of altercation) one might naturally 
suppose that no difference of opinion could 
exist among Christians on this head, after 
such clear and express declarations made by 
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Jesus Clinst and hh Apostles, as the foT- 
lawing passages ; " Not every one that 
** saith unto me Lord, Lord! shall enter 
** into the kingdom of Heaven, but he that 
^* doeth the will of my Father which is in 
** Heaven.'* ** Without holiness no man 
" shall, see the Lord" *' As the body 
** without the spirit is dead, so Jaith with- 
^^ out works is dead also :'' passages which 
prove beyond every reasonable doubt, that 
if Jhith be the spirit^ practice is the sub- 
stance, of religioti ; and that an happy im« 
mortality is to be hoped for, and obtained, 
only by an uniform conduct of piety, virtue, 
and usefulness, as long as we sojourn on 
this side the grave. 

In like manner it might be thought that 
all the mistakes which have arisen from 
confounding together the Moral and Cere- 
monial Law^ and attributing to the latter 
an obligation, diguity, and duration, which 
belong only to ihejormer, might have been 
altogethw i^eventeq by the slightest atten- 
tion to sucn clear and distinguishing texts 
as these: " Wherefore then serveth the 
" law?" saith St. Paul. *< It was added 
'* because of transgressions, till the seed 
*' should come to whom the promise 
•• was made.'V *' Before faith came, we 
** weie kept under the law^ shut up unto 
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'^ the faith which should afterwards be 
** revealed. Wherefore the law was our 
V schoolmaster to bring us to Christ, that 
* * we might be justified by faith. But after 
" that faith is come, we are no longer under 
" a schoolmaster/* Nothing can be more 
evident than that the Apostle is here speak- 
ing of the Ceremonial Laxvj or Law of 
Works, which consisted of the services of 
the Temple; the ordinance of circumcision ; 
the obsei'vation of new moons, and certain 
festivals ; the obligation of sacrifices and 
offerings; and the other appendages of the 
Jewish ritual; which the Almighty in his 
wisdom had ordained should be observed 
only for a time, and by the Jewish people 
alone, in order to serve most special and 
important purposes ; but which, when this 
object should be obtained, were to'be abo- 
lished, and cease for ever. 

On the other hand, when the same Apos- 
tle reasons in the manner following, there 
can be as little doubt that he refers to the 
Moral Xflt^ alone, to those eternal rules of 
right and wrong, which had been originally 
established by God for the general regula- 
tion of human conduct; and which, though 
delivered to the Israeh'tes alone, were in- 
tended to be binding upon all mankind, to 
the end of time : " What shall ^e say 
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** then ? Is the law sm ? God forbid ! Nay, 
** I had'not known sin, but by the law : for 
** I had not known lust, except the law had 
** said. Thou shalt not covet. But sin 
** taking occasion by the commandment, 
*' wrought in me all manner of concupis- 
** cence. For without the law sin was dead, 
**FQr I was alive without the law once: 
** but when the commandment came, sin 
** revived, and I died. And the com- 
** mandment which was ordained to life, I 
** found to be unto death. For sin, taking 
** occasion by the commandment, deceived 
me, and by it slew me. Wherefore the 
law is holy : and the commandment holy, 
** just, and good/' 

In this quotation from the Epistles of 
St. Paul, it is clear as the unclouded sun, 
that the Apostle does not contemplate the 
Law of Works, or ceremonies, which was 
merely typical, prefigurative, and tempo; 
rary ; and of which in his other writings 
he speaks so slightingly, - when compared 
with faith in the Lord Jesus Christ ; but 
that his reasoning relates to that body of 
moral obligations, which constituted the 
" two Tables of Testimony," mentioned iri 
our text, ** written by the finger of Godj*' 
and of which our Saviour himself declares, 
that *^ not one jot nor one tittle" shall faiU 
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till heaven and eaith pa^s away ; and \ybieK 
(he further assures us) he came '^ iiot to 
" destroy, l?ut fulfill 

To afford some additional infoirqiation on 
the different charactjet? of thcsse t<vo lam, 
will be my endeav(>ur in the piipisent dis* 
course; hy explaining, first, th^ purposes 
for whic)i (as we have reason to believe) the 
temporary and carnal law of works was 
instituted by the Almighty ; aipd by point- 
ing out, secondly, the obligation imposed 
on all Christians, of pbeyiifg the everlaatiiig 
and spiritual Moral Law of Qqd. 

Xhe wonders which Go^ b^d wrought 
for the family of Abraham* ip the p^raons of 
Kis descendants Isaac and Japq)^ and Joseph, 
and their numerous posterity in the land of 
Egypt, had for their holy apd benevolent 
object the pevformanciB of the "cqvanant*** 
whiqh h^ had been pleased to ei\tei* into 
with t)ie father of the faithful ; and the 
fulfilment of the *< oath,'^ whicji he had 
sworn to him» to '* bless all the families 
** of the eartV' in his seed ; in c^her wotds» 
to raise frop his isaue the Messiah or 
Saviour, who sbPMid bp '' a light to lighten 
** the Gentiles,'* and eventually " the 
** glory Oif his people ?^ael." For tjje 
execution of this extensiYe mercy, God 
appointed tohimseU^achc^n pgpplc;; ** « 
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*' kingdom of priests, and an holy nation/^ 
the nation of the Jews ; and in order to 
keep them distinct from the other tribes of 
mankind^ who were groping in darkness 
and idolatryi he distinguished and separated 
them by peculiar laws and customs; by a 
difl^ence from all other people in their 
religious worships as well as in their religi- 
ous opinions ; in their habits of life, as well 
as in their articles of faith : so that find- 
ing nothing in common with themselves^ 
among the nations who were around them, 
ther might be unable, or at least disinclined, 
to form connections with any of them ; be 
prevented from mixing the Jewish lineage 
with foreiga.families ; be made secure de- 
positcnries or the oracles of God, which 
were committed to their charge ; and thus 
keep alive and uncorrupted the hopes, and 
promises, and predictions of that ** seed of 
'^ the woman,"' which, in *' the fulness of 
** time,'' was to be manifested in the person 
of Jesus Christ. 

For the accomplishment of this plan of 
divine wisdom, nothing can be conceived 
more admirably adapted than the institu- 
tions of the Ceremonial Law. The various 
ordinances which it enjoined ; its purifica- 
tions, offerings, observations of days, and 
celebrations of feasts; were so numerous 
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and burthensome, that» while they fully 
occupied the time afid mind of the Jew, 
and prevented him from mingling in the 
affairs, or concerning himself with the 
practices, of those who were not of his own 
nation; deterred, at the same time, the 
people of other countries even from the 
wish to incorporate themselves with a race, 
whose religious services appeared to them 
to be an intolerable yoke. They therefore 
despised or detested the Israelites ; and as 
these national feelings are too often found 
to be reciprocal, the Jews, on their part, 
began in time to look with equal scorn or 
dislike on all their unbelieving neighbours; 
so that, severed from each other by these 
mutual antipathies, as well as by their dis- 
cordant sentiments and differing customs, 
the Jewish people and the nations of the 
\vorld were completely kept asunder ; and 
the former preserved as a distinct and sepa- 
rate people, to answer the high purposes 
which God had originally designed in the 
call of Abraham, and in the choice of his 
family for the lineage of the Messiah. 

But the uses of the Ceremonial Law^ or 
Law of Works^ did not terminate here, for 
it had a prophetic character ; in other words» 
almost every one of its ordinances and 
accompaniments prefigured or represented 
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some circumstance in the person » history, 
and offices, of Jesus Christ. 

This character of the Ceremonial Law is 
speciaHy noted in St. Paul's Epistle to the 
Hebrews. He tells the Jews to whom he 
writes, that it was ^* only the shadow of 
•* good things to come,** and not " the 
** substance of them,'* and ••therefore could 
•* never make the comers thereunto perfect.'* 
And he illustrates this by a reference to the 
sacrifices, and other services of the Temple; 
and by pointing out several particulars in the 
Jewish ritual, which were clearly typical of 
the Messiah^ of his passion and atonement; 
and of the happy consequences and effectual 
salvation wrought through his sufferings 
and death for the sins of mankind. 

Viewed in this light, the wisdom and 
utility oi the Ceremonial Law become imme- 
diately apparent : and the reason is equally 
inteHigible why its obligation was only for 
a time. 

Until the advent of Jesus Christ, in whom 
all its types and figures were exactly ful- 
filled, it perpetually reminded the chosen 
people of " Him who was to come." It 
placed evidently before their eyes " the 
I " Lamb of God, slain from the foundation 

^ «• of the world :" the true and final sacri- 

1 fice for all repented sin ; and was a con- 
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stant mieinartal in U^ir si^ of ^< the pro* 
^^ mise'' which God had gi^en. to Abraham 
their father ; and a sjuro pledge that, in 
his ordained time, be would faith&iUy per- 
form it. 

But when tbis fulfilment actuaUy took 
place ; when the Saviour came and realissj^d 
dvery type, and completed every prefigure- 
ment ; the uses of the CeremomalLcaio en- 
tirely ceased. It had 9erved its. purpose^ 
and wa3 therefore swept away. At the 
crucifixion of Jesus '' the veil of the Tem- 
" pie was rent in twain \** all its splendid 
and troublesome services were quashed for 
ever; and the temporary and imperfect 
'• law of works," which could never jus- 
tify or save, gave way to the plain and 
perfect, the spiritual and universal, statutes 
of Him., who both justifies and saves ajlt 
those that believe and obey' the gospel; 
fbr ** the law was given by Moses, but 
** grace and truth came by Jesus Christ." 

Such, my Christian brethren, was the 
Ceremonial Lawt of which. St* Paul so often 
speaks in his difi^ent epistles ; and on the 
violation of which were pronounced the 
severest threateniogs* It, was worthy of 
God, for it had in view the nK>9t holy and 
important ends. It wa^ highly. useAil, for 
it preserved the Jeiivq a« a di^tix^t natiojgu 
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and was a rtanding t]rpe of the promised 
Mesaiah ; but it had been instituted only 
for a certain intenral, and therefore vvas 
utterly abolished as soon as it had answered 
the purpose of its establishment. 

Very different, however* is the character 
ofthe MaralLaw^ whosedeliveryisdescribed 
with so many cincumstances of solemnity 
in the chapter furnishing the text, and in 
other parts of the Mosaieal writings. 

Thunderings and lightnings, the burning 
summit of Sinai, and the actual presence of 
Jehovah, were its accompaniments; won* 
ders which the world bad never before 
witnessed. ** For who is there of all flesh/' 
writes Moses, ** that hath heard the voice 
*' of the living God speaking out of the 
'^ midst of the fire, as we have, and lived ?'* 
** When the Lord spake unto all your 
** assembly in the Mount, out of the midst 
** of the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick 
*' darkness, with a great v(Hce/^ *' When 
** Mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, 
« because the l^rd descended upon it in 
** fire ; and the smoke thereof ascended as 
<< the smoke of a furnace, and the whole 
^ mount quaked greatly ; and the voice o€ 
"the trumpet sounded long, and waxed 
« louder and louder.'' 

This awful manner of promul^ting the 
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moral law sufficiently maniAsts the dig^ 
nity of its nature. Designed by the Al- 
mighty to be of universal and perpetual 
obligation^ its rules apply to all orders and 
descriptions of men ^ and its sanctions will 
remain in foi*ce *^ as long as the sun and 
** moon endureth." It contains the great 
outline of all our duties to our Maker and 
our fellow-creatures, as well as the general 
prohibition of every transgression offensive 
to God or injurious to man. It is the law 
of which Moses speaks, when he affection* 
ately exhorts the Israelites to ** keep the 
'* commandments (if the Lord, and his 
" statutes, which were commanded them 
*• for their good." It is the law which the 
holy Psalmiist so beautifully describes, under 
a variety of titles, in the nineteenth Psalm: 
** The law of the Lord is an undefiled law, 
" converting the soul. The testimony of 
^^ the Lord is sure, and giveth wisdom unto 
" the simple. The statutes of. the Lord 
*' are right, and rejoice the heart. The 
" commandment of the Lord is pure, and 
*• giveth light unto the eyes. The Jisar of 
^* the Lord is clean, and endureth for ever. 
** The judgments of the Lord are true and 
** righteous altogether : more to be desired 
^* are they than gold ; yea, than much fine 
'* gold : sweeter also than honey, and the 
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hotilsycowb. Moteo^er^ by them is thy 
servant taught, and in keeping of them 
*• there is great reroard*^' And, finally^ 
It is the law which our blessed isord (m 
we have already remarked), in his impres- 
sive sermon on the Mount, assured the 
disciples and Jewish multitudes, he came 
*^ not to destroy, but to fulfil ;" to confirm, 
extend, and amplify ; to render applicable 
to eveiy case, clear to every understanding, 
and affecting to every heart. 

The obligation to obey this most holy 
law is so apparent, that it requires no la- 
boured argument to point it out. Obe* 
(Hence to God's commandments may be 
said, indeed, to form the whole of religion ; 
for both repentance and Jaiih are included 
in it. It is the only satisfactory mark of 
sincere piety ; the only certain proof that 
the fear of God, and the love of " his 
'' Christ," dwell within the heart. As such 
it is represented through all the scriptures^ 
both of the Old and New Testament. 
** And now Israel," says Moses, with ten- 
der solicitude, " what doth the Lord thy 
" God require of thee, but to fear the 
" Lord thy God, to walk in all his ways, 
•* and to love him ; and to serve the Lord 
" thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
'fthy soul; to keep the commandments of 



^'tlieLoFd, and his statutes, which I com* 
^^ mand thee this day for thy good/' And 
that DO doubt should exist in the minds 
of those who *^ nauiethe name of Christ," 
of the same practical character of the reli- 
gion which they profess ; the keeping of 
Christ's commandments, or the evidence 
of a pure, holy, and virtuous life, is ex- 
pressly declared to be the proper ** outward 
'Vand visible sign'' of an inward heartfelt 
love for the Redeemer of souls. '* He that 
^* hath my cojnmandments, and keepeth 
*^ them, he it is that loveth me ;" but 
'* he that loveth me not, keepeth not my 
*• sayings/' 

As the duty and necessity of religious 
obedience are thus evident and obligatory 
under both dispensations, the Mosaical and 
the Christian, so the danger and conse- 
quences of disobedience are even more ter- 
rible to the professors of the gospel than 
they were to the Jews of old ; inasmuch 
as- Christians live under a brighter revela* 
tion of God's will, have larger promises of 
spiritual assistance, and clearer prospects of 
future reward, than pertained to the fol- 
lowers of Moses. As our advantages, 
therefore^ are far greater than theirs, the 
penalty of abusing them must be propor- 
tionate to their incteafed magnitude and 
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value ; and such is the unequivocal declara- 
tion of the Word of God ; for, says the 
Apostle Paul, '* if we sin wilfully, after we 
** have received the truth, there remaineth 
** no more sacrifice for sins, but a fearful 
^' looking for of judgment and fiery indigna- 
*' tion, which sfialj devour the adversaries. 
^' He that despised Moses' law died without 
^* mercy, under two or tlu'^e witnesses. 
^^ Of how much sorer punishment^ suppose 
^* ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath 
^* trodden under foot the- Son of God ; and 
^* hath counted the blood of the covenant, 
*^ wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy 
^ thing, and hath done despite unto the 
*• Spirit of Grace." 



DISCOURSE XII. 



S&Uftjm. THE BRAZEN SERPENT, A 
TYPE OF CHRIST. 

The Typbs op the Old Testament. The Oc- 
casion OF the Elevation of the Brazen Ser- 
pent. The Nature and Character of Human 
Life. The Disease op Sin universal AMOxa 
Mankind : healed by the Cross of Christ. 
Moral Inferences. 



numbers xxi. 8. 

And the Lorri mid unto MoseSy Make thee ajiery 
serpenty and set it Upon a pole, and it shall come 
to pass that every one that is bitten^ whsn he looketk 
tqxm it shall live. 

AMONG the many and various proofs 
of the truth of the Holy Scriptures ; 
that the books of the Old and New Testa- 
ment were written by men inspired by God; 
that all their recitals are unquestionable 
facts } that they form one great scheme of 
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revealed religion, and are connected with, 
and dependent upon, each other, by an 
union as intimate as that of soul and body ; 
one clear and remarkable evidence of all 
this is found in the numerous types which 
were ordained under the Mosaical dispen- 
sation, as embTems or representations of 
what would take place, or be realized, in 
the history, life, and death of Jesus Christ, 
under the covenant of grace. 

Thus, for instance, the ordinance of 
sacrifices obvious^Iy shadowed out the great 
atonement, which, in '* the fulness of time," 
was to be offered tip for the sins of all man- 
kind. The slaying of the Paschal Lamb 
aptly represented the meritorious and effi- 
cacious death of '* the Iamb slain from the 
" foundation of the world;** and the offices 
of the Jewish High Priest, and the different 
services of the Temple, prefigured (as is 
fully shewn in St. Paul's epistle to the He*^ 
brews) circumstances and events which 
were ordained to take place, and which 
actually occurred, during the ministration 
upon earth of the Redeemer of mankind. 

There is no type in the Old Testament, 
however, more intelligible in its meaning, 
or more striking in its nature, than that 
which is presented to our contemplation in 
the text, — the elevation of the Brazen 
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Smiievt ID the wiUieroe^> for the bodtlj^ 
healing of such of the Isnielites as had 
been bitten by the fiery serpents sent among 
them by the Almighty to pimish their im» 
pious murmurings ** against God» and 
*' againflt Moses/' 

It is a fyfiCf indeed, to which Jesus 
Christ himself directs the attention of 
Nicodemus, in his conversation with that 
Rabbi ; while he points out the exact man- 
ner in which it would becompleatly realized 
in all its parts, in his own person — ^* As 
** Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder- 
*' ness/' says he, ** even so must the Son of 
*' Man be lifted iip: that whosoever be* 
** lieveth in him should not perish, but 
*^ have eternal life:" and the crucifixion 
of Jesus Christy which afterwards took 
place ; and the spiritual hedUng of all those 
who, since this great event, have '* looked'' 
upon his crossr with the eye of faith, and 
with an heart filled with penitence and 
piety; not only afford an interpretation^ 
|)ot to be mistaken, of the emblem of the 
** brazen serpent," but a manifestation, also* 
of the super-human attributes of that 
Saviour, who could foresee events which were 
atill hidden in futurity; and could, know- 
ingly and willingly, submit himself to the 
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dcffth which he thus ^nttorpate^^ ^* evm the 
<* death mpon the cros3»'' 

TI^ tjfpe which wp are considering^ how* 
evei*, is of too impo|tant and inter^stiDg 
a nature |o he difiQissed in a few words. I 
purpo^9 therefore, in the following, dis^ 
course, to remark upon it mpre at large, by 
first giving a few historical particulars re* 
fpecting y the brazen serpent in the wilder- 
*'ness:'' and seconclly, by shewing you 
how its figurative iii€|ani|ig was realized and 
fulfilled in Jesqs Christ our Lord. 

Jf the general ingratitude of mankind 
towards jGod, for thi^ innuipfr^le benefits 
which he h^ conferred upon them, were at 
:|II t(L matter of doubt, the history of the 
Jewish peQple woqld furnish an all-sufficient 
proof of the sorrowful fact. From the 
moment of their being adopted by God as 
^' a chosen peqple," and a separate na^i^nv 
tO' the perpetratiop of that dreadful deed 
by which they filled up the measure of their 
wickedness:— (he ^crucifixion of/* the Lord 
f* of Glory,*' their whole behaviour,, with 
£^W Slid short intervals, was a series^ of dis< 
obedient aqd ungrateful acts. 

Though blessed, during their history, 
with the most signal m^rks of God's favour, 
there is no period in which, for any length 
of tm^i^ they seem to have been sensibie of 



188 

the value of their high and exclusive privi- 
Teges. Moses, during his life, was contif 
nually reminding them of God's mercies ; 
and upbraiding them for the unthankful- 
ness with which they received them ; as 
well as for their wanton disregard and viola- 
tion of the divine commands. The same 
charge of disobedience and ingratitude, with 
denunciations of God's vengeance upon 
their transgressions, formed the chief theme 
of the discourses of those numerous pro- 
phets in after times, whom the Almighty 
raised up, and commissioned to warn and 
to threaten the Jewish people: And the 
same character of rebellious obstinacy ap* 
plied to them to the last moment of their 
existence as a nation ; for St. Stephen, in 
his bold speech before the High Priest and 
Jewish council, exclaims, '* Ye stiflp-necked 
*• and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye 
•* do always resist the Holy Ghost : as your 
" fathers did, so do ye. Which of th^ 
prophets have not your fathers perse- 
cuted ? and they have slain them, which 
** shewed before of the coming of the just 
** one : of whom ye have now been the 
*• betrayers and murderers: who have re- 
** ceived the law by the disposition of 
** Angels, but have not kept it." 

What is very remarkable^ however, in 
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the history of the Israelites, their ingrati- 
tude seems to have been most flagrant at 
that particular time* when they were most 
obviously and constantly under the imme- 
diate guidance, care, and protection, of the 
Almighty ; I mean in their long and 
perilous wanderings through the wilderness, 
previously to their entering into the posses- 
sion of the promised land. Not only their 
safety, but their very existence also, de- 
pended upon, and was secured by, a succes- 
sion of miracles wrought by God, evidently, 
before their eyes. Were they pursued by 
a miglity host of cruel tyrants, determined 
to reduce them again to bondage ? The 
Red Sea retired from its bed to admit their 
transit, and returned to ingulph their pur- 
suers. Were they famishing with hunger 
in the barren and howling wilderness? 
Quails and manna fell around the camp to 
supply their wants, and restore their vigour. 
Were they gasping with tliirst in a dry and 
burning land, *' where no water is ?*' The 
stony rock, struck by the rod of Moses, 
poured fourth a refreshing and unfailing 
stream. Were they assaulted by nations 
greater and mightier than themselves? God 
b^red his arm to succour and relieve them ; 
and for their sakes ** smote divers nations,. 
' ' and slew mighty kings ; and gave their 



*^ Idlid to be an heritagte, even ah heritage 
*^ unto Israel his people :'^ and if these 
were not sufficient testimonies of the con- 
stant operation of a particular providence 
in their behalf, the Most High afforded 
them a perpetual evidence of his presence ' 
among them ; for in the language of the 
Psalmist, ** in the day time he Ted them 
*^ with a cloud, and all the night through 
"with a light of fire." 

So great, however, wastheperversenessof 
this stiff-necked and carnal people, that 
'* none of these things" awakened their 
gt*atitude, or ensured their obedience. 
Every blessing was forgotten or abused, as 
quickly as God bestowed it upon them ; 
anii though chastisement might produce 
terror, or occasion remorse, the impression 
Was only temporary, according to the testi- 
mony of the same inspired Psalmist: '* not* 
^* withstanding all this, they sinned more 
** against God : and provoked the Most 
** Highest in the wilderness.*' 

It was in consequence of one of these 
grievous provocations that the plague of 
the^ery serpents was inflicted upon the 
Israelites by the Almighty ; the miraculous 
Qethod of relief from which visitation is 
narrated in th^ words of the text: '* And 
*' the Lord said unto Moses, Make thee a 
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'^ fiery serpent, and set it npon a pole ; 
** and it shall come ta pass, that every one 
*^ that is bitten, when he looketh upon it 
« shall live." 

The period of the Israelites* sojoumnient 
in the Wilderness drew now towards a 
xlose. They were shortly to make a mi- 
raculous passage over Jordan, and to enter 
upon the richest portion of the promised 
land. They had received a recent mark of 
the divine favour ; being delivei*ed from the 
hand of King Arad the Canaanite, and 
strengthened to conquer his armies and 
subjugate his tenitories. The way pointed 
out to them, by which they were to reach 
their final conquest, was, indeed, a circuit- 
ous one ; but, accompanied as they were by 
the presence of the Lord, supplied with 
food from heaven, " followed by the rock 
*• Christ,** and attended by success and 
victory in their battles; their journey was 
rather a march of triumph than a wcariwsome 
pilgrimage; and demanded from them the 
warmest gratitude, and the steadiest affiance 
in the divine mercy. Instead, however, of 
this natural return of thankfulness and trust, 
we read, that no sooner had Israel overcome 
Arad and his host, than *^ the soul of the peo- 
* pie was much discouraged, because of the 
<* way. And the people spake against God, 
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** and against -Mosses : 'Wherefore • have 
" ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in 
** the Wilderness ? For there i«.no bread, 
"neither is there any water; «ud our soiil 
** loatheth this Hght breads" , 

The rebellion was an act of. high pre** 
sumption, deep ingratitude, and atrocious, 
guilt ; and drew down upoQ the Israelites 
immediate and ex.emplary punisbm^iV^i. 
" And the Lord sent fiery serpents ainoQ^ 
"the people; and tbev bit the. people; 
" and much people of .Isi;ael died/' It is. 
no marvel that the criminalSf. smitten v^i^h 
such a dreadful visitation^ should ack^ow* 
ledge that they "had sinned;;" for, alas! 
it is too much the nature. of man not. to 
see, or at least not to conf($s.9» his iniquity, 
till it has ** found him out'' under the fear^ 
ful form of retribution and suffering. . . 

Iheir contrition, however, was for the 
moment smcere ; and God, who in his 
mercy is ever ready to fan the feeblest, 
spark of religious sorrow and re^l repent- 
ance, listened to the prayer of Moses on 
their behalf; and directed him to provide a 
means of relief for the stricken Israelites : 
" And Moses made a serpent of brass, and 
*' put it upon a pole; and it came to pass, 
" that if a serpent had bitten any man, when 
" he beheld the serpent of brass he lived." 



103 

Even if our attentioYt had not been espe- 
cially directed to this remarkable transaction 
by our blessed Lord*s express allusion to it, 
as « type of himself, we could hardly have 
failed to draw a parallel between the tern* 
poral blessing vouchsafed to the contrite 
Iraelites by the elevation of the brazen ser- 
pent, and the spiritual privileges conferred 
on the penitent Christian by *' the lifting 
*' up of the Son of Man ;*' but as Christ has 
so particularly brought it before our notice, 
it becomes a duty to consider to what ex- 
tent, and in what manner, these two cir- 
cumstances bear a similitude to each other. 

It will not be carrying the spirit of nlle- 
gorizing too far, we apprehend, to compare . 
human life with the journeying of the Israel- 
ites through the Wilderness ; for although 
they who are just entering upon it may see 
pone of its difficulties, and dread none of 
Hs dangers, yet the older, the wiser, and 
the more experienced traveller will readily 
confess, that he finds his path beset with 
mapy sorrow^, and various perils ; that 
frequent stormy assail him from without, 
and that full oftea. is his *' heart disquieted 
** within him/* He will acknowledge, that 
in his commerce with mankind, and in his 
con^muning with his own^ soul, he has. ever 
an4 anon experienced a sting moi*e severe 
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than the bite of a serpent ; and that not 
seldom during his weary wayfaring, when 
^' fearfulness and trembling have come 
"upon him," and *'an horrible dread" 
hath overwhelmed him, he has been tempted 
to breathe tho melancholy wish of the- 
afflicted David: "Oh ! that I had wings. 
'^ like a dove, for then would I flee away, 
*^ and be at rest. Lo ! then would I get • 
^^ me away far off, . and remain in the wil- 
" derness. I would mitke haste to escape, 
*^ because of the stormy wind and tempest/' 
Such is the real picture of human life as 
it appears to the tried, observing, and expe- 
rienced eye ; and such must it be from the 
Jaikn nature of our sinful race, which has 
rendered it a mixed condition of being, 
made up of good and evil, moral and phy- 
sical: an existence, which, indeed, demands 
constant returns of thankfulness and grati* 
tude for the innumerable mercies with which 
it is blessed ; but which is darkened, at the 
same time, by various and frequent disap- 
pointments, afflictions, and sufferings^ for 
the trial of our virtue, the purification of' 
our hearts, or the punishment of our trans*, 
gressions* 

It cannot be doubted, however, that, 
apiong the sad variety of griefs to which we. 
are exposed during our pilgrimage through . 
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lifet that which springs from the conviction 
of personal atid wilful sin pierces the soul 
^th the sharpest sorrow that it can expe- 
rience ; and who, my brethren, will not be 
convicted of sin, if he honestly ** search 
** out the plagues of his heart/' and can- 
didly review the actions of his life ? "If 
'* we say that we hare no sin, we deceive 
*' ourselves, and the truth is not in us^'' 
for where, let me ask, is that innocent 
being, arrived at an age to render him 
responsible, who can truly assert that he 
has nbt knonoinglif and wilfully violated the 
lerfect laws of God, and despised some of 
ds abundant mercies? Who can say, though 
faift outward actions have not been stained 
by any deep moral guilt, that he has " kept 
^' his heart with all diligence ;" that he has 
indulged no impure or unholy thought; 
that he has fostered no wicked wish ; that 
he has nurtured ho unlawful affection, en- 
couraged no malignant feeling, and formed 
no desire contrary to the express will of 
God^ or injurious to the peace, happiness, 
«r comfort of his neighbour? Or who can 
truly declare that he has been duly grateful 
for every blessing ; that he has abused no 
advantage, and managed the talent com- 
mitted to his care (whether it be more or 
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less) in a manner confoimable to tlie v^itt 
of the God who bestowed it ? 

That no such being as one thus pen- 
fectly sinless exists among the sons of men 
is a truth assented to by the consciences of 
us all; and is confirmed by an authority 
which the highest spiritual pride or peraonal 
vanity cannot dispute,— -even by Holy Writ; 
for the inspired David^ speaking of our 
whole fallen race, has positively informed us 
that >* they are all gone out of the way ; 
*' they are altogether become abominable ; 
'* there is none that doeth good, no, not 
* one. 

To beings thus circamstanced, therefore^ 
knowing and approving the good, but per- 
petually and wilfully plunging into evil ; 
experiencing, like the Israelites in the Wil- 
derness, a constant succession of God's 
mercies, but, like these wanderers also, for- 
getting them as soon as they are received^ 
and rebelling against their bountiful Donor; 
how sharp must be the sorrow, how painful 
the sting, when (as the Prodigal in the 
parable) they happily come to tliemselves, 
see. their conduct in its proper light, and 
feel their sin in all its force. When they 
compare their duty with their omissions, 
and look fearfully towards that ** fiery ii^- 
'* dignation/' which is denounced upoa 
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every soid of mm that doeth evil T' Assi^ 
redly, every other wound which the various 
evils of our morta} pilgrimage can inflict 
upon the heart, compared with this, ia 
light and tolerable ; for kindness may as- 
suage, medicine may heal, or time may cure, 
it: But '* a wouipded spirit who can bear?^' 
No human art will reach the seat of this 
disease, no human consolation can mitigate 
its anguish. While the awakened soul sees 
at once its guilt, its misery, and its danger, 
it is conscious that the whole world, and all 
that th^ein is, cannot afford it security or 
peace. 

JBut is there nothing to which the soul 
can flee in this its time of greatest need? Is 
there no object to which it can direct it^ 
anxious gaze with confidence of relief and 
certainty of cure ? Yes, my brethren, the 
Cross of Chbist, elevated for the healing 
of the nations, will restore the spiritual 
soundness of the soul, as the Brazen Ser-* 
pent raijsed by Moaes restored and re-invigo- 
rated the expiring Israelite. They that 
look on it shall live* The Light of Heaven, 
which plays around its summit, will dissipato 
the darkness of despair; the streams of 
holiness and aw&rt which flow from its 
foot will at osnce both purify and heal; 
while.its *' small stillvoice^.' speaking *'cam-i 
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-** fortably" to the spirit^ will soothe its 
agonies, and allay itb fears, in Aese encou*- 
raging accents,-*—^ Come unto me, all ye 
** that travail and are heavy laden, and I 
^* will give you rest/' ' 
* The great and prominent doctrine, in- 
deed, of the Gospel is, that Jesus Christ 
died for sinners; and that, through the 
blood of his cross, we have forgiveness of 
our offences, acceptance with God, and the 
well-grounded hope of peace and happiness 
hereafter ; for this is the language of Holy 
Writ, — ** This is a true saying, and worthy 
*' of all men to be received, that Christ 
'* Jesus came into the world to save sinners." 
*< If any man sin, we have an advocate 
«* with the Father, even Christ the righte- 
"* ous ; and he is the propitiation for our 
« sins/' •« So God loved the world, that 
** he gave his only-begotten Son, to the 
** end that all that believe in him should 
*' not perish, but have everlasting life/' 
So that to them who look at his cross with 
the eye of faith, ** there is now no condem- 
*^ nation," but remission of punishment, 
ransom from thraldoib, and life from the 
dead. 

But the healing of the soul is not an 
unconditional blessing ; and unspeakably 
important is it to those who labour under 
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the disease of sin (and none are without 
the taint) that the faith with which they 
look upon the Cross of Christ be of a true, 
sterling, and gospel description ; such as 
includes a deep conviction of their demerit, 
and sincere sorrow for their disobedience ; 
such as purifies ** the inner man," and ma- 
nifests itself outwardly by a constant course 
of '^ good works;'' by a life pious towards 
God, and benevolent and useful to their 
fellow creatures : for it is clear to common 
reason, that, unless we know that we are 
sinners^ we cannot feel the want, or enter- 
tain the desire, of a Saviour. *• They that 
** be whole need not a physician, but they 
*^ that are sick;" that unless we repent^ we 
afford no evidence of sorrow for having 
o^endedt and show no resolution to ** go 
'* and sin no more \' and that, unless our 
repentance bring forth the ^* fruits meet 
^ for repentance,**—^ corrected heart, a 
purified spirit, and an improved behaviour, 
—it is a proof that the Jaith with which 
we have contemplated the Cross of Christ 
is barren and worthless ; and, consequently, 
can have no reasonable claim to God's 
acceptance, and no well-founded hope of 
everlasting salvation. 

END OF yo'L^ I. 



rftlNTED BV RICHARD CBUTTWKLL, 
ST. JAMES'S-STREET, BATH. 



SUNDAY-EVENING 
DISCOURSES ; 

OB, A COmSMIHOin 

SYSTEM OF SCRIPTURAL DIVINITY, 

FOR 

THE USE OF HOUSEHOLDS: 

TO WHICH M ADDED . 

A VISITATION SERMON. 



BY THE 



REV. R. WARNER, 

9. A. fl. AlTD BONOSAST BCBMBBB OF TBI tOCIBTT OV NATURAL HIITOKT» 
IfOaCOW; AND OF THB DITTCH SOCIBTY OF ICUNCBS AT BA&LABM; 

EBCTOtt OFCBOSCOMBBsBOMBBSBT; AND OF OBBAT-CHALFIBLD, WILTS; AN» 

AUCHOB OF ** SERMONS ON THB BPiarTLES AND QOSPBLS }" AND 

** OLD CHUECa.0F.BN6LAND PBIN0IPLK8.*' 



**I know bkiu that be win ocimmandhtoCMMrm ami hUflbitteMStfaft^ 
" him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justtoe and 
<*iudgnMQt**«GfeiiemxviU. M. 



IN two VOLUMES. — ^VOL. «» 



LONDON: 

LONGMAN, BEES, ORME, BROWN, AND OREENj 
PATER.NOSTSRi.ROW. 

1828. 



ST. JAMES'S-STRBBT, BATB. 



COXTENTS QF VOL. 11. 



piSdOURSE XIIL 

g^Uliirrt* THE BOOK OF PSALMS, AND 
ITS CONxNECTION WITH CHRIST. 

The Character of the Book of Psalms, and its Uses. 
Applicable to the State of Man, under all the Condi- 
tions ojf his Being, here belovr« Its wonderful P^ie- 
DicTioNS of Jesus Christ. Moral Inference. 

Luke xxiv. 44. ' 1 



DISCOURSE XIV. 

g»Ulljrrn THE PROPHETS OF THE OLD 

TESTAMENT, AND THEIR PRE- 

DICTIONS OF JESUS CHRIST. 

The Evidence of Prophecy. Character of the Prophets 
o*"the Old Testament. Their particular Predictions 
of the Birth, Ministry, and Death of Jesls Christ. 
Moral inferences. 

Revelations Qf St, John xix. 10 is 



IV CONTENTS. 



DISCOURSE XV. 

SntitCt. JOHN THE BAPTIST, AND 
CHRISTIAN BAPTISM. 

The Difference between the Baptism by John and the 
Baptism by Jesus Christ. Regeneration by Bap^ 
tism. Moral Inferenoes. 

Matthew xi. 10 36 



DISCOURSE XVI. 

S^UbitCt THE ADVENT OF JESUS 

CHRIST. 

The Condition of Mankind in Consequence of the Fall 
of Adam. The Means by which they are recovered 
and SAVED» Moral Inferences. 

Luke xix. 10 53 



DISCOURSE XVII. 

S^Uflfrtt THE MINISTRY OF 
JESUS CHRIST. 

The Sty&e and Manner of the Evangeucal Writers^ 
The beneficent Character of Christ's Doctrines^ 
Miracles, and Precepts. 

Actsx. 38. ....^ • • ••••• 71 



CONTENTS. 



DISCOURSE XVIII. 

SbUWtt THE INSTITUTION OF THE 
SACRAMENT OF THE liORD'S 

SUPPER. 

Reason and Faith, their separate Claims. The Roman 
Catholic Doctrine of Transubstantiation irrational 
and unscriptural.' The Natlire and Design of the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. The Duty and 
IMPORTANCE of frequently attending; the Table of our 
Lord. 

Matthew xxvi. 26 88 



DISCOURSE XIX. 

^UtitCU THE CRUCIFIXION OF 
JESUS CHRIST. 

The last Words and Actions of dyings Friends or re- 
markable Characters, a natural Subject of Curiosity. 
The Circumstances which attended Christ's Cruci- 
fixion. Moral Inferences. 

Matthew xxvii. 54 105 



DISCOURSE XX. 

S^ntittt* THE RESURRECTION OF 
JESUS CHRIST. 

The natural Desire of Immortality. Christ brought 
Life and Immortality to Light through the Gospel. 
St. Paul*8 Reasoning respecting the Resurrection 
Moral Inferences. 

iCor. XV. 20 122 



• 



VI CONTENTS. 

DISCOURSE XXI- 

S^Ubfat. THE COMMISSK)N TO THE 
j\POSTLES TO PREACH THE 

GOSPEL. 

The Establishment of the Gospel in the World. Its 
eventual Universality. The Church of Rome. The 
Church of England. 

Matthew xxviii. 19, 20 140 



DISCOURSE XXII. 

r S^Ufiiat THE EFFUSION OF THE 

HOLY SPIRIT. 

The Weakness and Insufficiency of the natural Man. 
The Operation of the Holy Spirit, extraordinary 
and ORDINARY. Moral Inferences. 

Acts ii. 4 159 



DISCOURSE XXIIL 

[ li^UliircU THE CALLING OF THE 

GENTILES. 

The Divine Impartiality. Popkry. Calvinism. Sal- 
vation offered to all. 

Acts X. 34, 35 177 



CONTENTS. Vll 



DISCOURSE XXIV. 

Sbntittt* THE RESURRECTION OF 

THE DEAD. 

The Doctrine of the Necessity of Human Actions irra- 
tional and unscriptuniL The final Allotment of the 
Impenitent and Rbdebmed. 

Johnv. 28,29 195 



A SERMON 

Preached at the Primary Vidtation of the Rev. Henry 
Law, M. a. Archdeacon of Wells, held at Castle- 
Cary, Somerset^ on Thursday the 3d of May, 1827. 

1 Tim. iv. 16. 219 



DISCOURSE XIIL 



Sbntittt. THE BOOK OF PSALMS; AND 
ITS CONNECTION WITH CHRIST. 

^HE Character op the Book of Psalms; and 
ITS Uses. Applicable to the State of. Man, 

UNDER ALL THE CONDITIONS OF HIS BbINO HERE 

BELOW. Its wonderful Predictions of 
Jesus Christ. Moral Inference. 



LiTKE xxlv. 44. 

And he ioid unto them^ These are the words which t 
spake unto you while I u?as yet with you; that all 
Aings must he Julfilledy which were tvritten in tJie^ 
Law of Mosesy and in the Prophets^ and in t/ie' 
Psalms f conoeminff ine. 

AFTER our blessed Loi*d*s resurrection 
from the grave, and previously to his 
ascension into Heaven, we read that ** he 
** was seen of his disciples forty days," and 
tliat, during this interval, he held many dis- 
courses with them, ** speaking of the things 
** pertaining to the kingdom of God." 
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In the last of these conversations, so dc* 
lightful and improving to his beloved friends 
and formercompanions, ''heopenedtheirun- 
** derstanding, ' (as the evangelist St. Luke 
informs us,) *' that they might understand 
•* the scriptures,*' (or the writings of the 
Old Testament). He then proved to them, 
from these holy records, that all the wonder- 
ful events which had already occurred: his 
advent, ministiy, crucifixion, and resurrec* 
tion; and the sublime consequences of 
these events which should thereafter take 
place; the universal spread of the gospel, 
and the everlasting salvation of mankind; 
had all been predicted in the sacred writ- 
ings of the Jewish church ; and prefigured 
in the various institutions of the Mosaical 
economy. And he, finally, pointed to the 
inspired pages of the Law, (or the books 
written by Moses,) of the Prophets, (or 
the predictive and historical books, of the 
Bible, which were all composed by these 
heaven-taught men,) and of the Psalms, 
(or the collection of divine songs by David, 
and other gifted men,) as especially referring 
to himself, and his history; and as being 
strikingly indicative of the great scheme of 
Redemption ordained by the Almighty, 
before the foundation of the world ; and 
begun^ continued^ and perfected, through 
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the merits and mediation of '< the Holy One 
"of God." 

In each of these divisions, indeed, of the 
scriptures of the Old Testament, the pro* 
mises, the predictions, and the types of 
Jesus Christ and his gospel are so many, 
so clear, find so convincing, that it is impos* 
sible to compare them carefully with the 
accounts contained in the Evangelists, and 
the Acts of the Apostles, and not perceive 
that Christ was the full and final completion 
of them all. Nor can we rise from such an 
attentive comparison, without the strong- 
est assurance, and firmest conviction, that 
the Volume of our Faith is verily and 
indee<l the woud of God ; that its various 
but intimately united parts point to no 
other object, and ** speak none other thing," 
than God's mercy to man through Jesus 
Christ ; and that in it alone we have '^ the 
" words of eternal life." 

Of these different branches of the Holy 
Scriptures, I shall at present direct my at- 
tention to that which is called ^^ the Book 
** of Psalms ;" make a few observations on 
its character and uses; and pQint out more 
particularly some of those passages which 
illustriously predict and describe the person 
and ofiices of our most blessed Saviour. 
Although every part of scripture is 
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** written for our learning/* and mingles 
consolation for tlie spirit with instruction 
for the mind; yet, perhaps, there is no 
book of the Old Testament which contaimi 
80 rich a treasure of both as the book of 
Psalms. •* What is there necessary for man 
** to know, (says an excellent old English 
** Divine,) which the Psalms are not able to 
•* teach ? They are to beginners an easy 
'^ and familiar instruction : a mighty aug- 
mentation of all virtue and knowledge, 
** in such as are entered before: a strong 
*^ confirmation to the most perfect among 
^' others. Heix>ical magnanimity ; exqui- 
** site justice; grave moderation; exact 
^' wisdom ; repentance unfeigned ; unwea- 
^^ ried patience ; the mysteries of God ; 
** the sufferings of Christ ; the terrors of 
^' wrath.; the comforts of grace ; the works 
** of Providence over this world; and the 
** promised joys of that world which is to 
<^ come ; all good necessarily either to he 
^^ ^nown, of'done, or had, this one celestial 
*' fountain yieldeth. Let there be any 
^' grief or disease incident unto the soul of 
** man, any wound t)r sickness named, for 
* ^ which there is not in this treasure-house 
** a present comfortable remedy at all times 
*^ ready to be found." And a more modern 
Prelate,:who almost reached Jeremy T-aylor 



in eloquence, and equalled him in [nety, has 
given us the fdllofvipg true and beautiful 
sketch of this precious treasury of devo^* 
tion and consdation. ** The invaluable 
" Psalms of David convey those comforts 
*• to others, which they afforded to himself. 
" Composed upon particular occasions, yet 
** designed for general use, delivered out 
** as services for the Israelites under the 
*^ law, yet no less adapted to the circum- 
^* stances of Christians under the Gospel > 
** they present religion to us in the most 
''engaging dress; communicating truths,. 
*' which philosophy could never investigate, 
*' in a stile which poetry can iiever equal j 
while history is made the vehicle of pro-, 
phecy; and creation lends all its charms 
*^ to paint the glories of redemption. Cal- 
*^ culated alike to profit and to please, the 
*' Psalms inform the understanding, elevate 
*' the affections, and entertain the imagina- 
*' tion. • Indited under the influence of 
'' HIM to whonn all hearts are known, and 
*^ all events foreknown, they suit inankind 
^' in all situations ; grateful as the manna 
^' which descended from above, and con- 
formed itself to every palate. The fairest . 
productions of human wit, after a few^ 
perusals, like gathered floyvers, wither in 
our handsi and lose their fragrancy ; but. 



4< 



4« 



^* tbese unfa<ling flowers of Paradise become, 
<* as we are accustomed to them, still more 
^^ and more beautiful ; their bloom appears 
^< to be daily heightened ; fresh odours are 
** emitted, and new sweets extracted from 
*• them* He who hath once tasted their 
* * excellences, will desire to taste them still 
^^ again : and he who tastes them oftenest 
•• will reh'sh them best/' 

It would be an easy matter to show how 
well the Book of Psalms deserves this high 
praise bestowed upon it by the amiable and 
accomplished Bishop Home ; and to parti- 
cularise the various streams of solace and 
improvement with which it refreshes and 
enlightens the soul of the humble Christ- 
iauj amid all the trouble and darkness of 
our mortal pilgrimage. 

Many are the forms of pain and sadness 
which meet us on the road of life: for 
" man is born" (and experience confirms 
the justness of Job's assertion) '' man is 
^ ^ born to trouble, as the sparks fly up- 
^^ wards:'' and though, during the early 
part of our temporal journey, the sun may 
shine with constant and unobsei^ed brilliancy, 
and the prospect on every side smile gaily 
and delightfully; yet we shall not proceed far 
on our course, before clouds will surround 
and storms assail us: and painfully con* 



Tinee the traveller, that huaian life has 
many occasions of anguish, as well as 
sources of enjoyment. 

This, indeed, must be the state of man, 
as^ fallen, an imperfect, and a responsible 
being. In his body, he must be subject to 
infirmities, to sickness, to decay, and to 
death : in his mind, to wounded affection ; 
to disappointed hopes ; to unavailing re- 
grets; to the stings of conscience, for 
sinful acts that cannot be recalled ; and to 
" a fearful looking-forwards" to the well- 
merited punishment denounced against 
transgression* 

It is in these gloomy seasons, and under 
these circumstances of solicitude, sadness, 
or dread, that we feel and acknowledge 
the insufficiency of the world, and of 
every thing in the world, to refresh the 
spirit, or heal the wounds of the soul ; and 
looking round at the objiects, on which, in 
the pride of life, we have placed our confi- 
dence, or £xed our regards, we are ready to 
exclaim, in the words of Job to his friends, 
" Miserable comforters are ye all." 

How unspeakably valuable, then, in a 
condition of being so alloyed with evil, as 
the state of man actually and experi- 
mentally is, how precious, I repeat, is such 
a fountain of comfort and spiritual healing 
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as the Book ofP^alms, which poiire oo't 
balm for the wounds of the heart; medi- 
cine for the sickness of the soul ; and solace 
for the teri*ors of the spirit! 

Are -we, for example, smitten with a con- 
viction of sin ; oppressed by a sense of utter 
ttnworthiness; and trembling at the awful 
view of the Divine indignation hereafter? 
The songs of Zion will discover to us a 
man like ourselves, under similar alarms of 
conscience, and sorrows of spirit, for the 
commission of grievous iniquity ; but after 
deep and sincere repentance, after ^* groan- 
'* ing in the disquietude of his spirit,'' and 
" watering his couch with his tears," ex- 
pressing lus full assurance of God'^s mercy, 
compassion, and pardon, in these strains of 
pious and exulting gratitude : '* The Lord 
*' hath heard the voice of kny weeping : the 
^' Lord hath heard my petition j the 
•* Lord will receive my prayer." *^ He 
** hath made my darkness to be light.'^ 
*' In the multitude of sorrows which I had 
** in my heart, his comforts have refreshed 
" my soul.** ** For his wrath endureth 
'^ but the twinkling of an eye ; and in his 
^* pleasure is life : heaviness may endure 
** for a night, but joy cometh in t^e morn- 
** ing.*' *' He will not alway be chiding ; 
*^ neither keepeth he his anger fbr ever» 
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** Ijook how wide the east is from the west r 
** so far has he set our sins from us." 
*' He is my strength and my shield : my 
** heart hath trusted in Him, and I am 
•» helped : therefore my heart danceth for 
*' joy ; and in my song will I praise him.** 

Are we grieved by the unkindness, 
ti'eachery, or ingratitude, of those with 
whom we had interchanged our regards, or 
on whom we had reposed our confidence ? 
Are we wounded to the quick, by the loss 
of those tvhose society formed the chief 
foundation of our temporal happiness? 
Has our woridly prosperity majde to itself 
wings and flovvn away, leaving us to depen- 
.dence, poverty, or want? Do the sorrows 
of sicJmess compass us round about ; so 
that there is " no whole part in our body?"" 
Or do we labour under griefs still less tolera- 
ble than bodily ills ; cruel caliminy ; unjusf 
accusation; or malignant persecution:' 
*' the scornful reppoof of the wealthy and 
• * the despitefulness^of the proud ?' ' Under 
all these sad varieties of bodily or mental 
pressure, •* the sweet singer of Israel'* will 
bring I'elief and peace to the pious sufferer,. 
in this encouraging language : '* Though 
" my father and my motlier forsake ine, the 
♦• Lordtaketh me up." " Why art ihaa. 

S9 heavy, O my soul f: and why art thoa 



44 



10 



" so disquieted within tne ? O put thy 
" trust in God ; for I will yet give him 
** thanks, which is the help of my counte- 
*' nance, and my God.'* " I have been 
*^ young and now am old, and yet saw I 
'' never the righteous forsaken, or his seed 
** begging their bread.'* ** Fret not thy- 
*• selfbecauseofthe ungodly ; neither be ye 
** envious against the evil doers. Delight 
^' thou in the Lord» and he shall give thee 
" thy heart's desire. Commit thy way 
*^ unto the Lord, and put thy trust in him, 
^* and he shall bring it to pass. He shall 
*^ make thy righteousness as clear as the 
*' light ; and thy just dealing as the noon- 
" day.** «* Yet a little while, and the un« 
'* godly sliall be clean gone : thou shalt look 
** after his place, and he shall be away: but 
** the meek-spirited shall possess the earth, 
^' and shall be refreshed in the multitude of 
•* peace.*' 

Finally, does our heart ^,* sink within us,** 
and our <* knees knock together,** at the 
thought of death; at the prospect of the 
last convulsion, and the final gasp ; of this 
active body becoming ^^ a clod of the 
** valley ;** and its immaterial inmate, the 
soul, going into a new, untried, and un-^ 
known state of being ? The Psalms of holy 
David have comfort for us in store> even in 
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these trying moments. The worst ^'snares'' 
and ^* pains of death/' its previous doubts 
and terrors, <* gat hold" on him, and 
compassed him round about; but he dis- 
sipated them by such reflections as these: 
** The Lord is my shepherd, therefore can I 
lack nothing—yea, though I walk th rough 
the valley of the shadow of death, I 
" will fear no evil ; for thou art with me ; 
** thy rod and thy staff' comfort me." " As 
** for me, I will behold thy presence in 
*' righteousness; and when I awake up after 
'* thy likeness, I shall be satisfied with it." 
Consolatory and delightful, however, as 
this view of the Book of Psalms may be, 
when regarded as a fountain like the rock 
in the wilderness, gushing out with an inex« 
haustible stream of comfort and peace to 
the thirsty soul, panting under the trou- 
bles pf life, or aghast at that dispensation 
which must sooner, or later, close this 
feverish state; yet it should Jbe remembered 
that this is not the most solemn and digni- 
fied aspect, in which it is to be . contem- 
plated. The sublime character of these 
holy and inspired songs arises,, principally, 
from their prophetic nature; from the 
*' testimony" which they bear to Jesus ; 
from their frequent, full, and eleav predic^ 
Uons of the Messiah^ and of what he 
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should suffer and do for • fallen irian. As 
such they are often alluded to, and quoted 
from, by Jesus himself, and by his Apostles 
after his ascension into heaven. 

When one of the Pharisees " tempted*' 
Christ with a question which he vainly 
thought would perplex our blessed Lord. 
Jesus put him and his brethren to silence, 
by referring to a Psalm predictive of his ex- 
altation, kingdom, and priesthood ^ and by 
an interrogation founded upon it—" What 
" think ye of Christ ?'* said Jesus, " whose 
•* son is he ? They say unto him. The son 
" of David. He saith unto them, How 
^^ then doth David in spirit, call him Lord, 
" saying, The Lord said utito my Lord, Sit 
" thou on my right hand, till I make thine 
* * enemies thy footstool ? If David call him 
*• Lord, how is he then his son ? 

On another occasion, in the Temple at 
Jerusalem, Jesus proposed this question to 
the Scribes and Pharisees, relative to a 
passage in the 118th Psalm, prophetical of 
himself: '* Did ye never read in the 
** scriptures. The stone which the builders 
^* refused, the same is become the head of 
^* the corner : this is the Lord^s doing, and 
** it is niarvellmis in bur eyes?'*^ 

Again, at bis last supper, he applies a 
passage in the 41st. Psalm to the treachei^ 
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of Judas^^ Iscariot : "I speafc not of yoir 
" all/* says he, " I know whom I have 
*' chosen : but that the scriptures may be 
*^ fulfilled, he that eateth bread with me 
<' hath lifl up his beel agamst me/' And 
when he was expiring on the cross, he ap- 
propriated to himself the 2M Psalm, by the 
pathetic exclamation, ^' Eloi^ Kloi\ lama 
'• sahachtkani : M>y God, my God, why 
" hast thou forsaken me ?'* 

In like manner, the 'Apostles are frequent 
in their quotations from the I^alms, as posi- 
tive propliecies of our blessed Lord, which 
had their clear completion in the events of 
his life> in his suf&rings, and his subse- 
quent glorification. 

In tlie second chapter of the Acts of the 
Apostles, it is related that St. Peter stood 
up and preached from the latter end of the 
Kith Psalm : and such was the efScacy of 
his sermon, that " the same day there were 
•* added unto them*' (the believers) "abcKJt 
^* three thousand souls." In the fourth 
chapter of the same booh, we find the 
whole body of the Apostles ** lifting up their 
^' voices with one accord,'' and reciting 
part of the second Psalm, as directly point- 
ing out the vain opposition made by the 
Jewish rulers to Jesus Christ, and the spread* 
of his Go&i^el^. and St. Paul, in the second' 
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chapter of his Epistle * to the Hebrews, 
clearly shows, by tne manner in which he 
quotes the eighth Psalm, ** What is man 
** that thou ait mindful of him, or the son 
** of mad, that thou visitest him ?'* that this 
sacred hymn did not speak of the pre-emi- 
nence of man in general^ above the rest of 
God's creation, but of the supremacy con« 
ferred upon *^ the Son of Man," Jesus 
Christ our Lord, '' over all things both in 
** heaven and earth." 

. So many, indeed, are the predictions of 
the Saviour in the Book of Psalms, and 
so exactly do they foretell the events of his 
life ; the offices of his ministry ; the various 
circumstances of his church ; and the final 
consequences of his great salvation ; that 
it would be vei7 easy to form an history of 
the' whole, by a selection of prophetical 
passages from this beautiful collection of 
sacred poems. 

Of the advent of Him, the " dew of 
" whose birth was of the womb of the 
** morning," the Psalms speak in these une- 
quivocal terms: ** Sacrifice and offering 
** thou wouldest not, but mine ears liast 
** thou opened. Burnt^ofFerings and sacrr- 
' ' fice for sin hast thou not required : then 
** said I, Lo, I come. In the volume of the 
^^ book it is written of me, that I should 
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" fulfil thy will, O my God ; I am content 
" to do it; yea thy law is within my heart :'*' 
a passage which St. Paul, in his Epistle to 
the Hebrews, applies to the person of the 
Messiah, whose manifestation in the flesh 
abolished all the ofierings and sacrifices 
under the law ; and substituted in their 
room the great, final, and all-sdfficient 
sacrifice of himself for the sins of all man- 
kind. 

Of the opposition to Christ's Gospel, and 
of its divine protection and astonishing 
growth, the Psalms speak thus: ** The 
** kings of the earth stand up, and the 
^* rulers take counsel together against the 
^' Lord, and against his anointed.*' But 
'^ He that dwelleth in heaven shall laugh 
^* them to scorn ; the Lord shall have 
** them in derision.'' " His dominion 
'* shall be from the one sea to the other; 
*' and from the flood unto the world's end." 

The same PsAlms tell of the baseness of 
the son of Iscariot, in the treachery of 
David's •' own familiar fiiend." They 
describe the *' piercing" of ^ the hands 
^' and feet'* of Jesus.; the *^ casting of lots 
* ' for his garments ;" and the tauntings of 
his murderers as he hung upon the cross.* 
*' He trusted in God that he would deliver 






*• him: let him deliver him, if he will hate 
" him.*' And finally, they paint in the most * 
glorious and glowing colours the resurrec- 
tion, ascension, and exaltation of the Savi- 
our; whose ** soul" was not left " m hell,'* 
nor did hia ^* flesh see corruption ; who 
went " up on high, leading captivity cap- 
" tive;" who gare the most precious '* gifts 
*' unto men ;" <* whose name shall endure 
*' forever: and shall remain under the sun 

among the posterities, which shall Jbe 

blessed through him ; and all the heathen 

shall praise him/' 

As a conclusion to what I have said on 
these divine compo^tions, let me add one 
important remark, a remark of paramount 
consequence both to myself and to those 
who hear me— it is this : that whHe we are 
contemplating them in a doctrinal point of 
view, or applying to them for consolation 
and spiritual strength; we do. not neglect 
their f^ior^/ use; or di^egard the practical 
effect which they wei^ intended to produce 
on the minds and conduct of believers* 

The Psalms of David all breathe the 
spirit of holiness^ they all inculcate the 
aublimest morality; and they all pronounce 
that the keeping of God's coromandmenta 
h the road to his favour and protectiorn 
They admonish us under '^ every form^ and 
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** guard us from every quarter ; they bid 
'* us not to rmlk in the counsel of the nu- 
** godly; not to '• stand in the way of 
*' sinners ;** not to " ^r^.in the seat of the 
** scornful :" but to ** keep innocency, and 
^* do the thing that is right,'' because that 
alone ^' will bring a man peace at the last^'^ 
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S/abiecu THE prophets of the old 

TESTAMENT, AND THEIR PREDIC- 
TIONS OF JESUS CHRIST- 

Thst Evibencb of Frophect. Character of 
THB Prophets of the Old Testament. Their 

PARTICULAR PREDICTIONS OF THE CIRCUM- 
STANCES OF Jesus Christ's Birth, Ministry, 
AMD D^TH, Moral Inferences. 



revelation of ST. JOHN, xix. 10. 
The testimony <f^ Jesus is the spkii qf prophsey. 

T'^HE evidences in favour of our most 
holy faithy both external and internal, 
are so many and various, that it is difficult 
to say which is best adapted to produce a 
full conviction of its truth on the reasonable 
mind. 

Perhaps, however, there is no one among 
the abundance of solid proofs that Christ- 
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ianity is not ^' a cunningly-devTaed fable/^ 
more striking or satisfactory than that 
which is drawn from the prophecies of the 
Bible. 

It is striking^ because the faculty of fore- 
telling future eventsbeing completely beyond 
the reach of human sagacity, ^^ the spirit of 
" prophecy" foims a most remarkable 
contrast to the ignorance of man ; who 
** knows not what a day may bring forth ;'' 
and who, with all the aids which genius or 
reason, learning or philosophy, can afford 
him, cannot predict, with absolute certainty* 
a single fact which is as yet concealed in 
the womb of futurity. 

It is satisfactory^ because the completion 
of a chain of prophecies is a decisive testi- 
mony that the predictions proceeded imme« 
diately from that Eternal Beings to whom 
alone all things, past, present, and to come» 
are perfectly and circumstantially known ; 
^nd, consequently, affords a full assurance, 
that **the work," » or ** counsel,** which 
these predictions were intended to establish, 
must be ^^ of God," and cannot therefore 
be ** overthrown," or ** brought to nought/' 

Wonderful and convincing/ however, as 
the various classes of prophecy are which 
the Holy Scriptures supply, that which 
shines with super-eminent lustre, and applies 
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most exactly to the state and feelings of 
fallen man, is the grand series predictive 
of the promised " seed of the woman ;*• of 
the benevolent Redeemer^ who was to be 
*' wounded for our transgressions/' and 
^* bruised for our iniquities;'* of the trium- 
phant Saviour^ who, having •• healed us by 
*^ his stripes/' will \anquish hell, and ut- 
terly ^^ destroy all the works of the devil/' 

This class of |H'edictions pervades all the 
scriptures of the Old Testament, from 
Genesis to Malachi inclusive ; and forms,, 
what St. Peter calls, •* the more sure word 
*• of prophecy;" and that ** testimony of 
*' Jesus," mentioned by St^ John, in the 
words of the text. 

To trace this '* testimony*' under all its 
notices ; from the original promise of the 
Redeemer, made to Adam and Eve, 
through the revelations vouchsafed to the 
Patriarchs-— through the dying blessings of 
these holy men— through the clear Tore*, 
tellings of Moses, the ' illustrious predic-; 
tions of David, and the innumerable types 
and prefigurements of the Ceremonial Law 
(which all partook of the prophetic cfia^ 
ar^c/^)-— would lead me into an exposition 
far too long for my present purpose : I 
shall therefore confine myself, in this dis-. 
eourse, to» the predictions respectuig Jesii& 
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Christ, which are to be found in ^* the ^books 
t* of the Prophets," properly $o called, lie« 
ginning with Isaiah, and ending with Mala« 
chi ; point out the surprising intimations 
which they afford of the most minute parti- 
culars of our blessed Lord's history ; and 
conclude with two or three inferences sug- 
gested by this inter^ting subject. 

** The goodly fellowship of the Prophets," 
of whom we now speak, were all specially 
selected by God for the purpose ; and gifted 
occasionally, as he thought fit to inspire 
them, with a spirit of prescience ; which, 
bursting through the barrier of intervening 
ages, brought to their immediate knowledge 
and contemplation events and personages 
more or less remote in time, according to 
the subjects which Ood, in his wisdom, 
allowed them to anticipate. 

The period in which these remarkable 
characters flourished, includes a space oi 
about four hundred years ; commencing, in 
the order of tim^e, (though not of the canon 
of Scripture,) with the Prophet Jonah, who 
lived about eight hundred years before the 
birth of Christ, and ending with Malachi, 
four centuries prbr to that memorable aera. 

These Prophets were men as remarkable 
for the virtue of their characters, as for the 
dignity of their office. ** Their {u'eten- 
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*' sions to be considered as God's appointed 
*' servants'' (as a most useful work sug- 
gests*) ^^ were demonstrated by the unim- 
** peaefaable integrity of their lives ; by the 
'^ intrinsic excellence and tendency of their 
*^ instruction ; and by the disinterested 
^' zeal, and undaunted fortitude, with which 
'* they persevered in their great designs ;. 
'* still further confirmed by the miraculous 
" proofs which they displayed of divine 
support ; and by the immediate comple- 
tion of many less important predictions 
" which they uttei-ed." 

In addition to these observations, we may 
add, that their predictions embraced a vast 
variety of objects, both of a domestic and 
foreign, of a religious and political, nature ; 
involving the fate of their kings, and the 
fortunes of their country ; the transactions 
of the Jews, and the concerns of the nations 
around them ; but the great sulyect on 
which they exercised their astonishing fa- 
culty, the goodly prospect that appears 
to have been most constantly before their 
minds, was, the manifestation of the pro- 
mised Saviour in the flesh, the' circum- 
stances which would attend his sojournment 
in the world, and the happy and glorious 

* « A Key to the Old Testament," &c. by Dr. Gray, now 
Lord Bishop of Bristol. 
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results which would spring frdm this final 
revelation to mankind. 

All these important facts the Prophets 
describe with an accuracy almost as minute 
as if they had delineated the events on the 
spot where» and at the time when, they 
actually occurred ; so that (as the excellent 
Bishop Jeremy Taylor beautifully observes^ 
*• the whole story of this divine person" 
(Jesus Christ) ** is a chain of providence and 
** wonder } every link of which is a veri- 
** fication of a prophecy ; and alt of it that 
** thing, which^ from Adam to the birch of 
** Christ, was pointed and hinted at by all 
*^ the Prophets, whose words in him passed 
•* perfectly into the event/* 

The grand scene of the completion of 
the prophecies respecting the Messiah opens 
with the birth of our blessed Lord ; and 
the accounts of the Evangelical writers 
confiro^, with the most amazing exactness, 
those pi*ediction^ which Isaiah had uttered 
<;oncerning this auspicious event seven hun«* 
dred years before it happened. " Behold, 
'* a virgin shall conceive and bare a son, 
^^ and shall call his name Immanuel/'' 
*' For unto us a child is born, unto us a 
" son is given ; and the government shall 
'* be upon his shoulder ; and his name 
^' shall be called. Wonderful^ Counselloi', 
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^ the Mighty God, the Everlasting Eatheft 
** the Prince of Peaee^ Of the increase of 
5« his goTerhmeot and -pessotr there shall be 
" no end, upon the throne of David, and 
*^ upon his kiBgdQin,.to order it, and to 
« establishiit^ with judgment and whh jus- 
'^ tice, from' hencefoith even for ever,** 

The first chapter of St, Matthew's Gos- 
pel announees the fulfilment of Isaiah's 
foretelling, when Mary, the "Virgin," 
*' brought forth her first-born son ;" and 
every page of the four gospels testifies the 
tightful claim of Jesnsto the grand appel- 
lations bestowed . by the Prophet upon 
*^Him who was to come." 

He was the **^ wondehpui/' — for the 
** signs :and wonders^' wrought by him were 
such as. the .worid had hitherto been a 
stranger to : he created bread for a mul- 
titude : he changed water into wine : he 
cured diseases with a word or touch : at 
his command the stx}rroy sea was stilled : the 
blind received their sight : the dumb tongue 
found expression: the halt and maimed 
** leaped like the hart :" and the' grave re- 
leased its victims. . • . 

He was the " couksE'LtoR**— for ** he 
" spake as never man spake;;" *'the spirit 
*^ of wisdom and understanding, the spirit 
^*of counsel and might, the jspirit of know- 
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^ ledge and the fear of the Lord," rested 
upon faini« When yet a youth, he asto- 
nished the Jewish doctors in the Temple 
with '* his understanding and his answers." 
Early in his ministry, the Tempter, baffled, 
confuted, and confounded, fled from him- 
*^ for a season." He silenced the Scribes 
and Pharisees in argument ; and his word 
came " with demonstration and power" to 
the hearts or consciences of all who heard 
him. 

He was the " mighty Gqd ;" for we 
hear him ackn<HvIedged to be ** Immanuel, 
•• which being interpreted is, God with us." 
We find him described as ** the brightness 
•*of his Father's glory, and the express 
** image of his person ;" " the image of the 
'* invisible God ;" in whom all the fulness 
" of the Father dwelt;" who is the same 
** yesterday, to-day, and for ever." 

He Was the " everlasting Father ;'* 
for "he and the Father are one;" and 
" when he came unto his own," though 
" his own received him not," yet he mani- 
fested towards them the tenderest love of 
the kindest parent ; and still feeds the flock 
which is faithful to him, and watches over 
their safety and salvation with a more than 
fatherly care. 

VOL. II. C 
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He was the "Prince of Peace;*' for 
the hymn of triumph in which the heavenly 
host announced to the shepherds the birth 
of Christ, appropriated to the new-born 
babe that illustrious title : ** Glory to God 
^< in the highest; and on earth peace, 
** good-will towards men." St. Paul con- 
firmed his claim to it ; for, says the Apos- 
tle, " He is our peace, for he came and 
" preached peace to you who were fiur 
** off, and to them that were nigh ; for 
" through him we both have access by one 
•* spirit unto God the Father/' And the 
last legacy which Christ bequeathed to his 
disciples, and to " all them that love him, 
" and keep his commandments," was the 
precious bequest of peace: ** Peace I leave 
** with you, my peace I give unto you ; 
" not as the world giveth, give I unto 
" you. Let not your heart be troubled, 
•* neither let it be afraid." 

The features of Christ's character, and 
the circumstances of his ministry ^ are as 
vividly and particularly painted by the Pro- 
phets as those accompaniments of his advent, 
which we have just descril ed. " Behold 
** my servant, whom I have chosen," saith 
Isaiah, *' my beloved, in whom my soul is 

well pleased. I will put my spirit upon 
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<< him, and he shall show judgment unto 
** the Gentiles. He shall not strive nor cry, 
^* neither shall any man hear his voice in 
<* the streets. A bruised reed shall he not 
^* break, and the smoking flax shall he not 
'* quench, till he send forth judgment unto 
** victory.** And the whole tenor of our 
blessed Lord*s conduct manifested that the 
beautiful description was fully realized in 
him ; for he was " meek and lowly of 
** heart ;" in him every gentle virtue and 
attractive grace beamed forth with a lustre 
which mankind had never witnessed, and 
will never see equalled. Mild when opposed, 
—tranquil when injured,— patient with the 
Ignorant, — forbearing with the provoking, 
— ^and long-suffering with the gainsayer and 
reviler,— he furnished an example of min- 
gled goodness and greatness, of embodied 
meekness, fortitude, and true heroism, which 
even Fancy, in her brightest moments, 
could neither have created nor couceived. 

The Prophet Zechariah had predicted of 
the Messiah that, unlike the high and lofty 
ones of this world, his march of triumph 
into " the city of the great king'* should be 
accompanied by a striking instance of per- 
sonal humility and self-abasement, though 
he was ** the Prince of Peace/* ** the King 

c 2 
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" of Glory," and " the L*ord our Righteous^ 
** ness^.'* " Rejoice greatly, O daughter of 
Zion,** says the raptured Prophet, ** shout, 
*' O daughter of Jerusalem ; behold thy 
'^ King Cometh unto thee* He is just, and 
^^ having salvation ; lowly, and riding upon 
** an ass, and upon a colt, the foal of an 
^ ass.'* And the Evangelists tell us, that 
the disciples *^ brought the ass and the colt, 
^^ and put on them their clothes, and they 
** set him thereon.'* ** And when he was 
"come nigh, even now at the descent of 
"the Mount of Olives, the whole multi« 
" tude of the disciples began to rejoice, and 
** praise God with a loud voice, for all the 
** mighty works that they had seen, saying, 
" Blessed be the King that cometh in the 
" name of the Lord : peace in heiEtven, and 
" glory in the highest." 

In the same Prophet Zechariah, also, we 
have a direct intimation of the price of 
Judas Iscariot's treachery, and of the appli- 
cation of the money which rewarded the 
foul crime of betraying his Lord and Master: 

And I said unto them. If ye think good, 
ive me my price } *^^ ^f "ot, forbear. 

5o they weighed for my price thirty pieces 
^^ of silver. And the Lord said unto me, 

Cast it unto the potter: a goodly price 
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*\ that I was prized at of tbera. And t 
^* took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast 
'* them to the potter, in the House of the 
«* Lord." 

How exactly do the accounts of the 
writers of the Gospels fulfil this circum- 
stantial prediction ! ** Then one of the 
^' twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto 
*^ the chief priests, and said unto them, 
•* What will ye give me, and I will deliver 
•* him unto you ? And they covenanted 
*• with him for thirty pieces of silver." 
" And when he. saw" that Jesus " was cori- 
*' demned," he ** repented himself, and 
*^ brought again the thirty pieces of silver 
** to the chief priests and elders, saying, 
** I have sinned, in that I have betrayed 
** innocent blood. And they said. What Is 
'^ that to us ? see thou td that. And he 
^' cast down the pieces of silver in the 
"** Temple, and departed/* ** And the chief 
•* priests took the pieces of silver ;" " and 
they took counsel, and bought with them 
the potter's field, to bury strangers in." 
But still more striking (if it be possible 
tobemore so) is the conformity between those 
prophecies and their fulfilment, which refer 
to the events that marked the awful scenes 
of Christ's passion^ trial, death, and burial. 
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These predictions, iBdeed, have quite the 
air and character of the narrative of one 
who was an eye-witness of the appalling 
tragedy. 

Isaiah says, '' He is despised and rejected 
** of men, a man of sorrows, and acquainted 
'* with grief) and we hid as it were our 
^' faces from him : he was despised, and we 
" esteemed him not." " He was oppressed, 
*' and he was afflicted, yet he opened not 
^' his mouth : he is brought as a lamb to 
*' the slaughter, and as a sheep before her 
" shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his 
*^ mouth. He was taken from prison, and 
" from judgment.*' And the Evangelists 
relate to us, that when Jesus was af^re- 
hended, ** all the disciples forsook hiin» 
^ and fledy that when accused befoi'e the 
High Priest, ^^ Jesus held his peace}'* 
• that at the tribunal of Pilate ^^ he answered 
*• him to never a word ;** that be was sent 
from the palace of the High Priest to the 
judgment hall of the Roman Governor ; 
that when Pilate had delivered him to the 
Jews to be crucified, *' they took Jesus, and 
" led him away. And he, bearing his cross," 
patient, silent, and unresisting, '' went 
*^ forth into a place called the Place of a 
^* Skull, which is called in the Hebrew Gol- 
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^ gotha; where they crucified him, and 
*^ two other with him, on either side one, 
'* and Jesus in the midst ;" that while he 
hung upon the cross, *' they that passed 
'* by reviled him," while " the Chief Priests 
** with the Scribes and Elders mocked him ;*' 
and that even one of his companions in suf« 
faring •* railed on him." 

The same sublime Prophet says, speak- 
ing in the person of Christ, *' I was not 
** rebellious, neither turned my back. I gave 
^^ my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to 
*' them that plucked off the hair. I hid not 
'* my face from shame and spitting.'' And 
the Evangelists have recorded, that Pilate 
«< scourged" Jesus; and that his soldiers 
^' stripped him," and ** mocked him," 
^^ and spit upon him, and took the reed, 
^^ and smote him on the head." 
Zeehariah says, in the spirit of prophecy, 
they shall look upon me whom they have 
pierced; and they shall mourn for him 
'* as one moumeth for his only son, and 
'* shall be ia bitterness for him, as one 
'' that is in bitterness for his first-born." 
And St. John tells us, that *' one of the 
** soldiers with a spear pierced his side, 
'^ and forthwith came thereout blood and 
f^ water :" to which St. Luke adds, '' and 
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** all tbe people that . came together to 
'Vthat sight, beholding the things which 
"were done, smote their bceastSy and K- 
« turned/' 

Isaiah declares, that Christ shall *' make 
** his grave with the wicked, and With thd 
^^ rich in his death/' And the Evangelists 
write, that the associates of Cbrmt's'cruci- 
fixion were ** two malefactors ;'' and that 
*' a rich man of Arimathea,*' **an honour- 
*^ able counsellor,'' ** went to Pilate, and 
^^ begged the body of Jesus, said laid it ih 
^^ his own new tomb, which he had hewti 
** out of the rock." And, finally, the 
Prophet Daniel, five hundred. and fifty 
years before the birth of Christ, delivers 
the following illustrious revelation, which 
not only fixes the exact time of our Saviour's 
advent and death, but declares the merci- 
ful ends and purposes of his sacrifice, and 
the memorable punishment of the Jewish 
nation for having ** crucified the Lord df 
" Glory," •* Seventy weeks are deter- 
** mined upon thy people, and upon thl& 
** holy city, tojinishtheiransgressian^ and 
^^ to make an end 6f sins^ and to bring 
'* in everlasting righteousness^ and to seal 
** up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint 
^' the Most Holy. And after threescore 
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*^ and two days ahall Messiah be cut off ; 
** but not for himse^: and the people of 
** the prince that shall come shall destroy 
*^ the city and the sanctuary ; and the end 
*' thereof shall be with a flood ; and to the* 
^^ end of the wan desolations shall be deter-' 
*' mined.*' An amazing prophecy; th^ 
accomplishment of which is notoriously 
confirmed by all history^ sacred, ecclesias* 
tical, and profane. 

The first inference su^ested by the 
above slight ^Betch of the rrophets of the 
Old ;Testame»t, and of their predictions 
respecting Jesus Cbnst, is^ the unreason- 
ableness ^id folly, or rather the perverseness 
and dishonesty, of those unbelievers, who- 
reject Christianity, without first carefully 
examining that powerful evidence in its 
favour which is drawn from the completion 
of these prophecies. To suoh people we 
may, with the utmost justice, apply the 
worda of our blessed Lordj *^ O fools! and 
^' slosr of heart to believe all that the 
'' Prophets have spoken ;*' for they i^iU 
fully blind their eyes to die brightest light,: 
and shut their ears against the most ^Con- 
vincing arguments. Surely the volume 
which professes to : contain ** the wwds <^ 
*' eternal W sbould not b^thiowQ aside 
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as a collection of *^ idle tales/' without some 
previous pains being bestowed in order to 
ascertain whether or not the weighty mat- 
ters of which it treatSy^^eath and judg- 
ment, heaven and hell, salvation and per- 
dition, — be supported by argument, and 
confirmed by proofs Men may, indeed, 
discard the Bible without enquiring into 
its evidence, and mock at its authority ; 
but *• God is not mocked ;" He will vin- 
dicate the honour of his own word ; and 
these despisers will find, when it is too 
late, that as their carelessness and impiety 
are without excuse, so their shame and 
punishment shall be without mitigation. 

Another observation is suggested by our 
subject, applicable to those who ^^ believe 
** the Prophets,'' and acknowledge the 
divinity of the book in which their writings 
are contained. Happy are they in their 
belief and conviction $ for they have a trea- 
sure in their possession valuable beyond all 
price, consolatory beyond all calculation ; 
a fountain of comfort, which can pour 
peace into their souls under all their trials^ 
and amidst all their difficulties ; a Jriend 
at their right band, who can defend them 
against all dangers, and rescue them from 
every evil}, a guide^ con&dentieX, trust* 
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worthy, and infallible, who can lead them 
in the way of holiness here, and salvation 
hereafter ; but still more happy are they 
who drink of this fountain, who lean on 
this friend, and who Jhllow this guide ; 
who give heed to the precept, and prac- 
tice the commandment ; " yea, verily I 
*' say unto you," " rather blessed are they'* 
who believe the Word of God, " and. keep 

" itr 



DISCOURSE XV. 



Sufiim. JOHN THE BAPTIST, AND 
CHRISTIAN BAPTISM. 

The Difference between the Baptisbi by John, 
AND the Baptism by Jesus Christ. Rboene- 
RATION BY Baptism. Mqrai^ Inferences. 



MATTHEW xi. 10. 

This is he of whom it is written^ JBeholdf I send my 
messenger hffore thy face, which shall prepare thy 
way before thee* 

THE occasion on tvkich our blessed 
Lord quoted these words from the 
Prophet Malachi, was as follows. 

John the Baptist had been committed to 
prison by Herod, whose anger he had ex- 
cited by some bold remonstrances respecting 
Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip. 
The Baptist was fully aware that the hour 
of his departure approached; that he could 
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not escape the double danger of a tyrant^s 
wrath, and the rage of a mortified profligate 
woman. On his own aceountt however, 
the prospect of death occasioned no uneasi- 
ness in him ; for holiness, courage, forti- 
tude, and resignation formed his noble 
character ; and he *' feared not what man 
'* could do unto him/' 

John, however, had disciples^ who were 
dear to his heart. Men who had attached 
themselves to him early in his ministry ; 
who had assisted him in his labours; conti- 
nued with him in his difficulties ; and for 
whom, both personally and spiritually, he 
could not but feel the warmest affection. 
He knew, that to them his loss would be 
severe; and anxious to provide for them, 
when he was no more, a friend and guide 
better qualified even than himself to com- 
fort, enlighten, and instruct them, he sent 
two of the number to Jesus, charged with 
a question, the import of which the mes- 
sengers well understood : ** Art thou he 
'* that should come, or look we for another?'^ 
a question which was not proposed for the' 
satisfying of any doubts that existed in the 
mind of the Baptist, for it was impossible 
for him to be ignorant of the character, 
ministry, and offices of Jesus Christ } but 
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he comini8S]oned his two disciples to ask it, 
that they might hear from the Saviour, or 
gather from his actions, that Christ was 
indeed the expected Messiah ; and thus be 
induced to become his disciples, when their 
own master should be consigned to the 
tomb. 

The messengers, having witnessed the 
miracles of our blessed Lord, returned to 
him who had sent them ; impressed, unques- 
tionably, with the deepest i^nse of the 
power and dignity of Jesus, and well pre- 

}mred to enrol themselves among his fol- 
owers, as soon as Herod's cruelty should 
deprive them of their first teacher. 

On their departure from him, our blessed 
Lord, who availed himself of every circum- 
stance that occurred, to awaken thought and 
afford instruction, began to question the 
multitude around him, (many of whom had 
attended John in the Wilderness, but pro- 
bably for the most part without any spiri- 
tual or serious views) in the following 
manner : '* What went ye out into the 
*' Wilderness to see ? a reed shaken with 
^' the wind ?*' In other words, Did ye 
go out into the desert for the gratification 
pf a vain curiosity? for the amusement of 
an idle hour ? or in the hope of being en- 
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tertained with some trifling novelty ? ** But 
*' what went ye out for to see ? a man 
^* clothed in soft raiment?. Behold, they that 
^ wear soft clothing are in king's houses.'' 
Did ye expect to find one of ** the high 
*^ and lofty ones" of the earth, a child of 
pride, or fool of fashion ? Alas ! a scene of 
solitude and silence, where none are found 
to flatter or admire, is ' not resorted to by 
characters like these. ^^ But what went ye 
** out for to see ? a prophet ? Yea, I say 
*' unto you, and more than a prophet." 
Was your curiosity to be gratified by the 
sight of Elijah, who, as your Scribes teach, 
will be the forerunner of the Messiah ? or 
did ye think to behold the Prophet Jere- 
miah, or any other of those gifted teachers 
of your forefathers, raised from the dead 
to usher in " the great day of the Lord ?" 
J solemnly assure you, that the man to 
whom ye went out was of far high^ dig- 
nity, and invested with a much more im- 
portant office, than any of these ancient 
and inspired seers. '*' For this 'is he of 
'' whom it is written. Behold! I send my 
^* messenger before thy face, to prepare thy 
<^ way before thee." For he is the person 
appointed and commissioned by God to 
jouse the Jews from their worldly and car- 
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nal condition to a sense of their sins, and 
their want of a Saviour ; to lead them ta 
repent of their ingratitude, obduracy, and 
spiritual deadn^ss ; and to prepare their 
hearts and minds for the reception of that 
pure, perfect, and universal reli^<m, that 
worship of God *• in spirit and in truth," 
which, as all the Prophets have foretold, 
should, in '' the fulness of time," be esta- 
blished in the world by ^^ Him who was to 
"come," Yea, " verily I say unto you," 
continues our blessed Lord, " among them 
'* that are bom of women, there hath not 
*' risen a greater than John the Baptist ; 
*' notwithstanding, he that is least in the 
" kingdom of heaven is greater than he/' 
Again, I repeat, that the commiss^ion with 
which John was charged is of a higher oha-^ 
racter than that entrusted to any- of jus 
predecessors in the prophetical office : bnit, 
at the same time, so unspeakably superior 
is the revelation made by the Son of Man 
to the preaching of the Baptist ; so much 
bri^bter is the light thrown on the great 
injects of faith by the Messiah than by 
his herald, that the humblest disciple among 
my followers, to whom I have unfolded the 
Christian doctrines, is greatly superior in 
spiritual knowledge to the Baptist hiiaielf» 



41 



tbough he came '< in the spirit and power 
^^ofEIias/^ 

This declaration of our blessed Lord will 
be fully illustrated by considering, first, 
the objects of John^s baptism ; and, se- 
condly, those of baptism by Jesus Christ* 

The character of the Jewish nation, at 
the time of our blessed Lord's manifesta- 
tion, was, in a very high degree, faulty and 
degenerate. Cured of the sin of idolatry, 
for some centuries, by their long captivity 
in Babylon, they did not, indeed, worship 
false gods, as their ancestors had done be- 
fore that national visitation ; but their reli- 
gion had sunk into lifeless forms ; into mere 
lip-service, unaccompanied by any heartfelt 
devotion ; into an observance of ceremonies, 
originally, it is true, appointed by God as 
typical and prefigurative of the Christian 
dispensation, but practised by them without 
the slightest reference to their meaning or 
intention ; and into a zealous attachment to 
** the traditions of the elders,'' or mere 
human tenets, which were, in many in- 
stances, directly opposed to the eternal 
moral law of God* 

In addition to these gross defects in the 
Jewish character, was a self-righteousness, 
which led them to believe and avow* that 
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they alone were holy, while they despised 
others; a national pride, that revolted 
against intercourse with the neighbouring 
people ; and a total want of all charity for 
those whose religious opinions were not in 
exact conformity with their own. 

To rectify these errors in sentiment, and 
sins in practice ; to humble and purify their 
hearts, and reform their conduct ; to direct 
their attention to the great subject of their 
prophecies ; to awaken a full conviction of 
the immediate completion of these predic- 
tions, and thus ^* to prepare the way*' for 
the successful ministry of the Saviour, and 
to ^* make ready'' the hearts of the Jews for 
the reception of his divine religion ; was (as 
I have before remarked) the intention and 
purport of John's baptism ; similar, indeed, 
in a degree, to the baptism of Jesus Christ; 
but, as John himself repeatedly confesses, 
vastly inferior to it in its nature, scope, 
revelations, and consequences ; for, says he, 
*' there cometh one mightier than I after 
^* me, the latchet of whose shoes I am 
*' not W4>rthy to stoop down and unloose." 
*^' He it ]£, who coming; after me is pre- 
*^ ferred before me for ne was before me /' 
^^ and of his fulness have ali we received, 
<• and grace for grace/' ^ He must in- 
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'<* crease, but I must decrease* He that 
^' cometh from above is above all ; he that 
^' is of the earth is earthy, and speaketh of 
** the earth ; he that cometh from heaven 
" IS above all." •* And what he hath seen 
^* and heard, that he testifieth ;'' ** for he 
*' whom God hath sent speaketh the words 
^* of God, for God giveth not the spirit by 
^^ measure unto him." 

In conformity to these representations of 
himself, of his inferiority to Christ, and of 
the objects of his own mission, John*s bap« 
tism commenced with exhortations to repe/i" 
iance : ^* Repent ye, for the kingdom of 
^* heaven is at hand." But it was not a 
general call to all mankind : its sound did 
not extend to the Gentiles. He addressed 
himself to the Jews alone, and to those 
among them only, as it should seem, who 
were of an adult age. The repentance 
required included a general confession t)f 
sins as one of its branches ; but it re€<^- 
nized no propitiation for the guilt of fallen 
man ; and tnough the Baptist pointed to 
^ the Lamb of God, which taketn away the 
*^ sins of the world ;" and declared, " He 
*^ that believeth on the Son hath everlasting 
^' life ; and he that believeth not the Son 
^* shall not see lifei but the wr^th of God 
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*^ abideth on him ;'' yet these declarations 
were not accompanied with any intelligence 
of the manner in which this great salvation 
was to be efFected ; nor with any of those 
rerelations which render the doctrine of the 
a fonement cotnpvehensihlef reasonable, and 
conclusive, as well as soqthing, consolatory, 
and delightful, to the mind. The baptism 
of John proclaimed aloud, indeed, that 
** good works" were the proper *• fruit'* of 
repentance ; and that the observance of the 
Moral LaWf so shamefully neglected by 
the Jews, was the means of rendering re* 
pentance acceptable, or of escaping " th^ 
•* wrath to come :" but it gave no " new 
*^ commandment*' to the disciples, nor en- 
joined any of those striking and particular 
Christian precepts, which have for their 
end and objects the spiritualizing pf the 
soul, the melioration of the heart, and the 
regulation of the temper. 

Finally, the baptism of John was a solemn 
and salutary rite of the Jewish faith, but 
not an ordinance expressly appointed by the 
Almighty ; combined with circumcision, i't^ 
constituted an adoption into the covenant 
of Moses, a sign of communion with the 
Jewish Church, and a pledge, on the part 
of the baptized Jew or proselyte, that be 
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would conform to the moral and ceremo-^ ' 
nial law of the Mosaical religion ; but it 
had no regenerating influence in itself, and 
was accompanied by no actual operation of 
the Holy Ghost on the soul of the person 
who receired the rite; as John himself has 
expressly told us : ^* I indeed baptize you 
*' with water unto repentance ;" " but He 
** shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost 
" and with fire/* 

Such was the Baptism of John ; neces- 
sarily confined and imperfect, being in- 
tended mei'ely as introductory to the pro- 
mulgation of the Christian faith ; for the 
revival of the religious spirit among his 
apostate countrymen ; for the due prepara- 
tion of a rugged soil for the reception and 
growth of the seed of the Gospel. But 
how perfect and exalted was the baptism 
commanded by Jesus, and administered by 
his disciples and apostles, when compared 
with the exclusive and incomplete baptism 
which we have just described ! 

Unlimited in its range, and impaitial in 
the diffusion of its blessings, the Baptism 
of Christ was not confined to the Jewish 
nation, and to the proselytes to the Mosai- 
eal dispensation, alone ; the whole race o( 
mankind was invited to partake of its 
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benefits: " Go ye, therefore," saith our 
blessed Lord, *^ and teach all nations, bap- 
*^ tizing them in the name of the Father, 
''and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost/' 
'* Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
'* Gospel to every creature. He that be- 
**' lieveth and is baptized shall be saved ; 
'^ but he that belie veth not shall be 
** damned/' The religion of Christ, like 
the sun in the system of nature, the mo- 
ment that it ai-ose on benighted man, 
threw its radiance on all alike ; giving 
spiritual light and heat, without respect of 
persons, to the whole race of fallen Adam ; 
and shedding its ** healing influence" over 
the universal moral and intellectual world. 
*' There is now," therefore, " neither 
" Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncir- 
'^ cumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bond, 
'^ or free, but Christ is all, and in all." 

The Baptism by Jesus Christy in the 
second place, was accompanied by revela* 
tions, and doctrines, and promises, of the 
most sublime, consoling, and encouraging 
nature ; with views of mercy the most dis- 
tinct on the part of God ; and with spiri-» 
tual privileges of the most exalted kind, — 
pardon and peace, resurrection and saU 
vation, conferred upon all penitent and 
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righteous belieyers, through its instru- 
mentality. " Not by works of righteous- 
** ness, which we have done," writes St. 
Paul, ^* but according to his merey, he 
** saved us, by the washing of regenera- 
*' tion and renewing of the Holy Grho>'t.^' 
•* The like figure whereunto, even bap- 
** tisra, doth now save us, (not the putting 
**^ away of the filth of the flesh, but the 
" answer of a good conscience towards 
** God,) by the resurrection of Jesus 
" Christ/* •* In whom also ye are circum- 
'* cised, with the circumcision made with- 
•* out hands, in putting ofi^the body of the 
" sins of the flesh by the circumcision of 
" Christ : buried with him in baptism, 
" wherein also ye are risen with him, 
*' through the faith of the operation of 
*^ God, who hath raised him from the 
« dead." 

In the third place, the Baptism by Jesm 
Christ did not confine its spiritual blessings 
fas appears to have been the case with 
John's baptism) to those of riper years, but 
made infants partakers of its privileges and 
graces ; for we read in the Gospel, that 
•' they brought young children to Christ 
*' that he should touch them; and his disci- 
*' pies rebuked those that brought them. 
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** But when Jesus saw it, he was much dis- 
** pleased 9 and said unto them. Suffer the 
'^ little children to come unto me, and for* 
*^ bid them not ; for of such is the kingdom 
'• of God. Verily, I say unto you, whosoever 
'* shall not receive the kingdom of God as 
'* a little child, he shall not enter therein. 
^* And he took them up in his arms, put 
**' his hands upon them, and blessed them :'* 
a significant and benevolent action, which, 
as we conceive, fully authorizes our own 
Apostolical Church to adopt and recognize 
Infant Baptism as one of her two solemn 
sacramental ordinances : a practice in which 
she believes hei^self to be supported by the 
above declaration of our blessed Lord him- 
self, as well as by the usage of the ancient 
Christian Church ; and has therefore re- 
cognized it, in one of her Articles, as an 
observance ** most iagreeable with the insti- 
** tution of Christ/' 

In the fourth and last place, the Bap^ 
tism by Jesus Christ infinitely excels that 
of his forerunner, John the Baptist, in the 
regenerating influence which accompanies 
It ; and in the spiritual benefits which it 
confers on the object of this ordinance* 

John himself declared, that ** He who 
** came after him should baptize with the 
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•*• Holy Ghost and with flre ;'* and our 
blessed Lord, in his remarkable Iconversa- 
tion with Nicodemus, clearly indicates the 
effectual operation of the Holy Spirit in 
this commencing act of a Christian life. 

The Ilabbiy whose curiosity. had been 
awakened by what he had heard and seen 
of Christ, went to him privately, to learn 
something certain of his pretensions, and 
to inquire into the nature of that doctrine 
of salvation, through faith in the Messiah, 
which John had preached, and which Jesus 
confirmed. 

Nicodemus expressed his conviction that 
Jesus was a teacher come from God ; ac- 
knowledging that no unassisted human 
power could effect the wonders which he 
performed. *^ Jesus answered and said 
*> unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto 
^' thee, except a man be born again, he 
•* cannot see the kingdom of God." As 
if he had said, there must be a regenera- 
tion of the *^ inner man;'' a change in the 
soul from sin po holiness ; an infusion of 
grace into the heart, which shall convert, 
renew, and sanctify it, and give a new and 
spiritual turn to its thoughts, desires, and 
inclinations; before .a man is capable of re- 
ceiving the doctrine which I preach. 
. The asseition astonished Nicodemus; 
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wlio repliedf ** How can a man be bom 
•' wb^i he » old ?" •* Jesus answered. Ve- 
^* rily, verily « I say unto thee, except a 
^' man be bom of water and the spirt i, he 
^* cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 
*' That which is born of the flesh is flesh, 
** and that which is bora of the spirit is 
'' spirit*'' In other words: my baptism 
will e£SN^t all this. It consists of an out- 
ward sign* and an inward operation. The 
water is a mere, though proper, emblem of 
the puirification of the soul ; a purification 
which is wrought upon it by the Holy 
Spirit, through the grace of God, at the 
tiipe when the object of bapti&m is received 
by this ordinance into the Church of 
Christ, The act of sprinkling is an indif- 
ferent one, for it has a refeience only to 
*^ the flesh ;'' but the internal effect is spi- 
ritual,^*-regeneiiating the soul, washing 
a\9^ay from it the sin of the original offence, 
and the corruption^ (he Fall, and making 
it bright for its Master's use ; conveying 
to it all the benefits and privileges of the 
Christian covenant ; and (if not quenched 
by wilful sin, but fostered by repentance, 
faith, and obedience) sealing it, through 
G4)d's mercy in Christ, to everlasting re- 
demption.. 

Such appears to be the meaning of 
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Christ's discouife wjkh Nicodemus: an in* 
terpretation that places the superiority of 
our Saviour's baptism over that of John's 
in the clearest light ; which vindicates the 
doctrines of the Established Church on* 
this important pomt from all the attacks' 
of her adversaries ; amd fully justifies her 
Articles in holding this plain, precise, and 
reasonable langiju^ge : '^ Baptism is not only 
*' a. sign of profession, and a mark of differ- 
'* ence, whereby. Christian men are dis- 
** cemed from others that be not Chriattans, 
*' hut it is ako a ^gni pfregenerah'on^ or 
^* new birth ; whereby^ as by an instru- 
^' mentr they that receivie baptism rightly 
** are graftj^d into the church ; the prp-' 
*' mises of tbic fai*giveness of sin, and of 
** our adoption to be the sons of God, by 
'' the Holy Ghost, are visibly signed and 
«« sealed ;^ faith is confirmed, and grace in- 
•* creased,* by virtue of prayer unto God." 
But high as the privileges of Christian 
baptism are, and efficacious as its influence 
may be at the time of its reception, it must 
not be imagined that this ordinance alo7ie 
can constitute a Christian, or ensure tb the 
soul the blessing of eternal life. Baptism, 
indeed, brings us within the threshold of 
the Temple ; but many are the steps which 
must be taken ere we reach the sanctuary. 

D 2 
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We must '* walk" (in obedience to the 
injunction of the Apostle) *^ in newness of 
•• life,*' and *• shake off the body of the sins 
" of the flesh.'* We must " walk*' (ac- 
cording to the solemn admonition of our 
own venerable Chuixh) " answerably to our 
^^ Christian callingi and as becometh the 
** children of light ; remembering always 
<^ that baptism representeth unto us our 
^f profession, which is, to follow the exam- 
*t pie of our Saviour Christ, and to be made 
^^ like unto him ; that as he died for us, so 
*' shpuld we, who are baptised, die from 
*5 sin, and rise again unto righteousness; 
*^ continually mortifying all our evil and 
^^ corrupt affections, and daily proceeding 
*^ in all viitue and godliness of living." 
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&Vibittt. THE ADVENT OF JESUS 
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they are rbgovered and saved. moral 
Imference. 



LUKE XIK. 10. 



The San of Man is come to seek and to save that 

which was lost, 

IT would be impossible, perhaps, to sekct 
from scripture any other passage, which, 
like the text, expresses so clearly and com- 
prehensively, and, at the same time, so 
concisely, the great end and design of the 
Incarnation of our most blessed Lord. But 
it is the declaration of Him, who " spake 
''as never man spake;'' of Him, on whom 
rested *' the spirit of wisdom and under* 



5* 



*^ standing, the spirit of counsel and might, 
** the spirit of knowledge, and the fear of 
*' the Lord ;** and who could therefore 
include, in one ^hort sentence, the sub* 
stance of ^* all that the prophets had 
" spoken/* and all that the inspired writers 
had penned, respecting himself, from the 
beginning of the world. 

The immediate circumstance which called 
for this significant and benevolent declara- 
tion from oiir blessed Lord was as follows: 

Christ was now on his way to Jerusalem 
for the last tin^; fully aware of the ap* 
proaching completion of the prophecies, 
which predicted his crucifixion, but altoge- 
ther unappalled by the awful prospect, and 
entirely prepared to meet it with fortitude 
and resignation. His eourse lay through 
the town of Jericho. As he passed out of 
it» Zaccheus, an inhabitant of the place or 
neighbourhood, anxious to behold the per- 
sonage of whose celebrity he had probably 
heard much, ascended a sycamore tree as 
the best means of gratifying his wish, the 
throng being great, and he himself '* little 
** of stature." 

Zaccheus was the ehief among the pubTf- 
cans of that district ; an order of men, for 
the most part Jews, who collected the cus- 
toms and taxes imposed on the inhabitants 
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of Palestine by their Roman conquerors ; 
aiid who were hated by their countrymen 
for their undertaking voluntarily an oppres- 
sive office, and exercising its obnoxious 
powers in the spirit of avarice and extor- 
tion. He was affluent; and, as we may 
collect from his offer otjbur^ld restitu- 
Horif had probably become so by some of 
those exactions which were commonly exer^^ 
cised by those who held the like official 
situation with himself. 

But the hour of thought, reflection, and 
repentance had now arrived; and the heart 
of T^accheus was prepared to receive the 
«< good seed*' of sorrow for past sin, and of 
holy desires, and upright intentions and 
practice, in future. Our blessed Lord, 
aware of the change which had taken place 
in the mind and views of the publican, di- 
rected him to come down, and to receive 
him at his house. Zaccheus joyfully obeyed 
the order ; and confirmed, by the discourse 
of Jesus, in his good feelings and worthy re- 
solutions, manifested the sincerity of both, 
by the noble declaration, before his illustrious 
guest and the assembled multitude, that he 
would return all his illegal exactions '^four- 
** fold," where an opportunity of so doing 
offered ; and that to make some amends for 
oppres^ons which could not now be re- 
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dressed, he woald ** give half his goods 
"to the poor." 

The Pharisees, however, and the gene- 
rality of Jews who accompanied Jesus, too 
bigoted and prejudiced to partake in the 
joy of Zaccheus, or in the merciful and 
benevolent feeh'ngs of Chriat, *' murmured" 
at our Saviour's conduct ; because, contrary 
to the institutions of their ceremonial law, 
he had polluted himself by becoming the 
guest of a man, whom, from his hateful 
office, the Jews considered as a Gentile and 
a sinner. 

To silence their uncharitable insinuationa; 
to convince them that their opinion of Zae- 
cheus was false and injurious ; and to aflbrd 
tbem a clear notion of the motives on 
which he himself acted, and of the objects 
which he had in view, in his intercourse 
with mankind; Jesus firet pronounced a 
blessing upon the household of the publi- 
can, and then added the words of the text» 
intimating the great design of his advent 
into this world of sinners,— -^^ for the Son 
*^ of Man is come to seek and to save that 
*' which jvas lost.** 

In this general light, therefore, I shall 
consider the impressive and encouraging 
passage before us ; which, though applying 
immediately and personally to Zaccheus» 
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refers to the case and condition of all man-' 
kind; and to the benefits conferred upon 
them by the manifestation of Jesus Christ 
in the flesh. 

In treating the subject under this aspect, 
the first interesting point after which we 
have to inquire is» in what sense mankind 
may be said to be *^ lost:" the second, in 
what manner Jesus Christ, by his advent, 
ministry, and death, *' seeks'' and ^* saves'' 
them. 

The answer to the former enquiry is 
found very early in the sacred history. In 
the third chapter of Genesis, man stands 
before us a condemned culprit ; a wilful 
tran^ressor of the ilivine commandment ; 
a wanderer with his eyes open, and with 
plain directions for his guidance, into the 
bewildering paths of sin artd error; lost to 
innocence and peace ; burthened with the 
conviction of guilt; and trembling under 
the sentence of eternal death. It is true» 
indeed, that divine mercy did not leave him 
long in the horrors of absolute despair; for 
the., precious promise of a future Saviour 
followed closely on the commission of the 
mortal sin, and afforded all the solace to 
our unhappy first parents, of which their 
sad. condition was susceptible. 

Biitj in some respects, the consequences 
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of the Fall werie without a remedy. Moral 
and physical evil had entered into the world, 
and corruption had tainted the nature of 
our race. We do not say that the glorious 
* * image of God/' stamped originally upon 
man, was altogether obliterated by this awful 
event. We would not be understood to 
assert that the poison had worked utter and 
univei*sal death in the afi^etions of his 
heart and the powers of his mtnd; that it 
had rendered hitn hated by ^ and an hatet 
of, his all-mereiful Creator ; and incapable 
of entertaining one holy thought, or feeling 
one praiseworthy emotion ; because reason^ 
expeidence, and scripture, all unite in con- 
tradicting so horrid a conclusion: But we 
do believe and assert, on the authority of 
the Bible, and from a survey of the actual 
conditiott of mankind, that the corruption 
which insinuated itself into hufnaii nature 
on the melancholy occasion, was great, 
though not entire. It inspired in fallen 
man a taste for ** the lusts of the flesh ; 
*^ the desire of the eyes ; and the pride o f 
** life ;** which be thought not of in his days 
ef innocence: whilst *^ the mist and dark* 
'^ness'^' that then fell upon his soul, dimmed 
his mental and intellectual faculties; dis* 
torted his judgment; gave a wrong diree^ 
tion toi lu& will ; imd Ted him to uiistaJke 



59 



evil for good, and the road to misery for 
the path to happiness. Passions, also, 
which before were subordinate to reason, 
assumed now the reins of his conduct ; and 
the indulgence of improper desires^ or the 
pursuit of worthless objects^ which falsely 
promised higher gratification than holy con- 
duct or rational employment, appeared, to 
his diseased spiritual yision, to be the most 
important business of life. 

To this extent human nature appears to 
have been changed and injured at tlie Fall ; 
and although man was not converted into 
an unleavened lump of malignant corrup- 
tfon by the guilty deed, yet, as our Article 
well expresses it, be is in consequence of it, 
**very far gone from original righteousness. '* 
He stands, therefore, before his Maker» 
with the stain of the Fall upon him ; and 
culpable, and subject to punishment, for 
his own personal and individual demerits ; 
for innumerable wilful transgressions; or 
for countless omissions of duty; or for 
repeated resistances of grace; or for fre» 
quent neglects of warnings and mercies. 
*^ All we like sheep have gone astray,'^ 
says the Prophet : '* there is none that 
** doetb goodj no not one/^ exclaims the 
Psalmist : and the Apostle John confirms 
thia account of the universality of humaa 
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guilt, for he remarks, **the whole world Iietli 
"in wickedness." So that in our natural 
state, utterly hsl to innocence, lost to 
pardon, lost to hope, and lost to peace; we 
should^ if we were without a Redeemer, 
hare nought to look forward to, when we 
quit this world, but the execution of the 
fearful sentence, of ** indignation and 
^' wrath, tribulation and anguish, upon 
" every soul of man that doeth evil '* 

Thus naturally inclined to what is vain 
or vicious; guided, by impetuous passions ; 
surrounded by powerful temptations ; and 
perpetually falling into the delusions of 
error, or the snares of sin ; well may the 
natural man cry out, in tlie spirit of anxi- 
ouis enquiry, ** O wretched man that I am ! 
*' who shall deliver me from the body of 
'« this death ?*' 

Happily, my Christian brethren, the 
Apostle who suggests the question, fur- 
nishes, also, the answer to it: ^^ I thank God, 
** through Jesus Christ our Lord : * the all- 
sufficient propitiation for our sins; the pur^ 
chaser of pardon for the first offence ; the 
intercessor on our behalf for all personal 
iniquity duly repented of ; the advocate of 
opr cause with Infinite Mercy; themediator 
of the Gospel covenant between a reconciled 
God and redeemed sinners ; and the ever 
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lasting Saviour^ who ** seeks and saves them 
" which are lost.** 

The earnest sdicitude with which our 
blessed Lord fulfils these gracious purposes 
of his advent, as well as the means by which 
he executes them, will now be considered* 

We cannot i*ead a single page of the 
Gospel, without discovering proofs, abun- 
dant as they are affecting, of the unceasing 
anxiety and perseverance with which the 
Saviour of mankind seeks to win lo$t souls 
to God, and labours to save sinners from 
" the wrath to come." All his wonderful 
works, and all his divine discourses, are 
directed to these benevolent ends ; and 
whether he enlightens or exhorts, persuades 
or rebukes, threatens or commands, the 
only objects are, our restoration to the 
divine favour, and our election to eternal 
life. ^ 

Illustrative of the same compassionate 
zeal and merciful intentions are many of 
those beautiful parables which Christ de« 
livered, on a variety of occasions^ to his 
disciples, and the multitude that surrounded 
him. In one, he compares himself to a 
shepherd, who had lost a solitary sheep 
from his flock; and who, leaving the ninety 
aud nine which were in secuHty, sought 
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after that which was lost, until he found it^ 
In another, he likens his own yearning for 
the recovery of the wandering sinner to 
the solicitude of the housewife, who, har- 
ing ten pieces of silver, and losing one, 
lighted her candle, and swept the house, 
and searched diligently till she found it. 
While in others, he represents himself under 
the similitude of *' the good shepherd," 
exercising himself in the incessant duties 
of that toilsome calling ; watching his 
sheep with vigilance ; seeking those which 
had strayed; tending those which were 
within the fold; defending them against 
the enemy that prowls about, ** seeking 
** whom he may devour;" and finally, mani- 
festing his unparalleled anxiety and love 
for them, by ** laying down his life for the 
^sheepf thus evincing, beyond all con- 
tradiction, that he has spared no pains, on 
his part, to seek the sinner, and bring him 
back from ^* the error of his ways;"' and 
that if he be eventually lostf it must be by 
hia own wilful and deliberate fault*. 

The means by which the Saviour seeks 
US,, are twofold; for he seeks us by his 
Gospelf and by bis grace. 

Christ seeks us by his Gospel. There 
is no faculty of the human mind, and no 
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aflfection of the human heart, to which the 
Gospel does not appeal with all but irre- 
sistible force. 

Must our REASON be satisfied ? Here 
is the perfection of reason, for *^ Christ is 
••the wisdom of God." The evidence, 
external and internal, of the trnth of the 
Gospel is clear, satisfactory, and con- 
yincinj^. Every precept which it enjoins^ 
approves itself to our understanding ; and 
every doctrine which it proposes, as neces- 
sary to salvation, is such as reason may im- 
plicitly assent to, without surrendering her 
allowed prerogatives. 

Must our JUDGMENT be convinced? 
1 he Gospel addresses the common sense of 
mankind. It lays before us a calculation of 
loss and gain, infinitely impoitant, indeed^ 
as to the nature of the account ; but one» 
in which the items are so intelligible, and 
the balance so clearly made out, that no 
doubt can remain, in the sober and reflect- 
ing mind of the wisdom as well as necessity 
of choosing, like Mary, ** the good part,'^ 
and *• seeking first the kingdom of God," 
in preference to all the objects which the 
world can offer to our notice. 

Must our HOPE be excited? What can 
be more animating^ inspiring, or cheering,, 
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than the prospects, promises, and assistances 
which the Gospel holds out to the humble 
Christian ? The human mind is unequal 
to comprehend the vastness of the blessings 
of an happy immortality ; for it is written, 
" eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
^* have entered into the heart of man, the 
'• things which God hath prepared for them 
** that love him." The war against sin and 
Satan, and the st^ruggle after holiness and 
virtue, are stripped of their terrors and 
difficulty by such encouragements as these : 
** Be thou faithful unto death, and t will 
" give thee a crown of life/' ** He that 
*• endureth unto the end shall be saved." 
And the soul, thirsting for salvation, but 
trembling under tlie sense of its infirmity 
and insufficiency, feels comfoit and confi- 
dence from the positive assurance that 
•• the Holy Ghost, the Comforter," is ever 
at hand, to assist the eflfbrts, and strengthen 
the weakness, of the sincei^e and practical 
believer ; that " the Spirit helpeth our 
^' infirmities, and maketh intercession for 
** us with groanings thatcannot be uttered*" 
Finally, must our fears be roused ? 
More than sufficient are the warnings and 
threatenings of the gospel to stir up the 
best of men to solemn thought, and to 
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shake the soul of the wieked and iropeni* 
tent with terror and dismay ; for it tells us^ 
'* the time is come that judgment mu»t 
^* begin at the House of God ; and if it 
^' first begin at us, what shall be the end 
** of thetn that obey not the Gospel of God ? 
^ aiid if the righteous scarcely be saved, 
*' where shall the ungodly and the sinner 
" appear ?" And it tells us, that '' GqA 
^^ mil render unto every man according to 
^' his deeds ;" and give to them '' that have 
'^ done good" " the resurrection of life,'* 
and to them '* that have done evil'* " the 
<< resurrection of damnation.** 

But Jesus Christ neeks us by his grace^ 
^ well as by his gospel. 

The - word grace has more than one 
meaning in the evang^ical writings*. la 
general, as applied to God, k signifies tj^e 
divine favour ; and as applied to Christ, 
the love which he entertains for those who 
hear his words and do them ; and which 
love he manifests towards them by the 
secret infusion of his peace into their souls. 
But it further means a communication from 
the Redeemer of spiritual strength, impar- 
tially bestowed on aU believers : resisted, 
neglected, or despised, indeed, by too many 
of our unthankful race y but imparting to 
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those who are anxicfits to accept and culti- 
vate the blessiogi the power of overcoming 
temptation, and fleeing from sin ; an abi- 
lity to surmount the various difficulties, and 
to fulfil the arduous duties, of the christian 
calling. 

** The grace of our Lord Jesu^i Christ, 
under both these significationj»; is perpe- 
tually seeking, inviting, persuading, and. as 
the Apostle speaks, ** constraining^' us, 
through every book of the New Testament. 

Do we require a proof of his grace, under 
the afieeting character of the Redeemers 
lave for mankind? Behold ! " when we 

were yet without strength, in due rime 

Christ died for the ungodly." '' Yea, 
** while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
" for us." 

Do we ask, " Where is the promise** of 
his. peace ? Listen to the words of the 
Saviour, on the eve of his crucifixion : 
** Peace I leave with you, my peace I 
" give unto you. Not as the world giveth, 
" give I unto you.'* " These things have 
*' I spoken unto you, that in me ye might 
*' have peace. In the world ye shall have 
*^ tribulation ; but be of good cheer, I have 
** overcome the world.** 

Are we dispirited and alarmed at tlie 
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dangers and obstacles of a christian course^ 
and anxiou^ look round for assistance and 
protection in our way to the kingdom of 
heaven? The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, as the fountain of spiritual strength, 
and as the support of ** the inner man/' 
at all seasons, and under all circumstances, 
is at once our security and our stay* '* My 
'* grace is sufficient for thee :'* •• for my 
^' strength is made perfect in weakness,'^ 
said the glorified Jesus to St. Paui^ trem^ 
bling under a sense of personal deficiency : 
a grace sd effectually supplied, that we find 
the same Apostle afterwards declaring, *^ I 
^* can do all things through Christ, which 
'' strengtheneth me ;" and enjoining Ti« 
mothy, his "own son in the faith," to** be 
** strong in the grace that is in Christ 
** Jesus,'* 

By what means our blessed Lord saves 
as well as seeks us, can be no mystery to 
any one who calls himself a Christian. 

The angelic hymn which announced 
Jesus Christ's advent to the shepherds, 
declared the great purpose of his manifesta- 
tion to be the salvation of mankind: ** Unto 
** you is born this day, in the city of David, 
•• a Saviour J which is Christ the Lord •/* 
and both he and his Apostles have ex- 
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plainad tlie manner of this great salvation, 
as far aa it was right or necessary for man 
to be acquainted with the secrets of the 
Divine counsels, in this respect. *^ I am 
*^ the living breiad which came down from 
** heaven," saith our Saviour to the Jews; 
" if any man eat of this bread, he shall 
" live for ever : and the bread that I will 
'^ give is my flesh, which I will give for the 
" life of the world/' And St Paul pro- 
nounces the shedding of Cbrist*s blood to 
be "^ the propitiation of our sins ;'' that 
*^ through him we have received the atone-^ 
^* ment ;" and that he ** gave himself to 
'< be a ransom for all i* assurances, which 
satisfactorily testify that we are ^* bought 
*^with a p'ice,'' and made *^ heirs of sal-^ 
*^ vation,'' through the infinite goodness of 
God, by the advent, ministry, and sacrifice, 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

It is of the highest importance, however, 
my Christian brethren, that we entertain 
a just and true view of this sublime scheme 
of mercy for the seeking and saving of lost, 
mankind ; aind be fully aware that it has its 
conditions as well as its ofiers ; and that it 
proposes something to be done for what it 
promises to bestow. Christ came into the 
world a lawgiver as well as a saviour; 
and while he proclaimed ^' peace and good- 
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** will towards man/' be declared that ho« 
liness and virtue were the only terms on 
which they were to be obtained. Is the 
domestic, think ye, entitled to his "hire,** 
if he despise his master, or neglect the 
duties of his office? Can the soldier claim 
his " wages," or expect the reward of 
valour, if he betray the cause into which 
he is enlisted, desert his colours, and fly 
shamefully before the foe ? The questions 
do not deserve an answer ; but the cases 
bear a strong resemblance to that which 
subsists between man and his Master who 
is in heaven, God has ** laid help for us 
** on one that is mighty ;'* one diligent to 
"seek," and powerful to '* save,** them 
that were lost. But that we may be '* found 
*' of him in peace,*' and may obtain the 
heirship of his " great salvation,'* the same 
Divine Being has, with infinite equity^ 
imposed upon us the performance of cer- 
tain conditions^ spiritual, moral, and per* 
sonal : the conditions, of a sincere repen* 
TjiNCE, that looks back with sorrow at the 
commission of sin, and forward with the 
desire and resolve to " go and sin no more:" 
of a lively faith, which fixes a steady eye 
on the character and cross of Jesus Christ, 
and learns from the one how to live, and 



70 

from the pther how to die : and, finally, of 
a willing obedience, that embodies all it 
resolves, and all it believes, in a life of 
holiness and purity, integrity and bene- 
volence. 



DISCOURSE XVIL 



S^nbftCt THE MINISTRY OF 
JESUS CHRIST. 

Thb Style and Mannbr of the Evangelical 
Waiters. The beneficent Character or 
Christ's Miracles, Doctrines, and Precepts* 



ACTS X. 38. 
Who went abotti doing good, 

IT is an observation which has been 
often made, that a very satisfactory 
proof of the truth of the Holy Scriptures 
is furnished by the plain and simple /11/2- 
giiage in which they are written, by the 
artless manner in which their narrations 
are delivered, and by the sober and unstu- 
died tei^ms in which their incidents are 
related, and the cJiaraclers connected with 
them are described. 

The remaik is a just one; for simplicity 
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is generally an evidence, and always an 
accompaniment, of truth. Fiction has need 
of ornament; for she addresses the imagi' 
nation^ and must court it by something 
more attractive than common occurrence ; 
whereas truth appeals to the reason, and 
can satisfy this cold and cautious principle 
only by plain and unornamented fact. 

We cannot read the Bible, more especi- 
ally the Books of the New Testament, 
without feeling that they have this claim 
on our attention and belief. They are full 
of beauty, but it is beauty unassisted by 
art, and boasting nothing save its own 
natural charms. They are highly sublime : 
but it is the dignity of their subject, and 
not the labour of their composition, which 
makes them so. They are deeply iw/e- 
resting and affecting : not, however, from 
the efforts of studied eloquence, but because 
they relate the most awful events, exactly 
as they happened ; and paint a new class 
of characters, in their real and living 
colours. 

Of these personages, the most august, 
extrabrdinary, and engaging, beyond all 
conceivable comparison, is the Son of Goo, 
and Saviour of Mankind. He, indeed, 
is the Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
and end of the book of the New Cove- 
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nant, and shines forth throughout every 

f»age of it, both in word and deed, with a 
ustre which throws every other actor in the 
wonderful scene into complete shade. 
But though our blessed Lord's character 
was so transcendently superior to that of all 
men who lived either before, or with, or 
after him ; and would have afforded an in*, 
exhaustible theme of praise and admiration 
to the Evangelists who wrote his life, and 
the Apostles who preached his doctrines; 
yet such was the simplicity and modesty of 
these inspired penmen, and promulgators 
of the Gospel, that they never made an 
attempt to catch the attention, or excite 
tlie wonder, of those to whom they respec- 
tively addressed themselves, by any formal 
description of Christ's innumerable exceU 
lences. They told the story of his virtues 
and his mighty wqrks without ornament or 
comment; they left his character to be 
gathered from what he did, and what he 
said ; or, if at any time they spoke of this 
model of perfection as a pattern or example, 
they did so in the shortest and simplest 
manner, in the fewest and most unos- 
tentatious terms; they merely described 
him as ** the Holy One and the Just;** 
as being '* full of grace and truth;** 
. *« leaving us an ^ example that we 
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** should follov^ his steps:*' as a spotless 
being who ^' did no sin; neither was guile 
*^ found in his mouth:" and in the words, 
of our text, as the personification of bene- 
ficence, " a man approved of God/* •* who 
*' went about doing good." 

How different from this plain and unas- 
suming style of commendation is that of 
all human writers which the world has 
hitherto produced! The characters which 
^/le^ present to us as objects of praise, or 
wonder, or imitation, are painted in the 
most glowing colours, and with the most 
studied minuteness: every virtue is placed 
in the brightest point of view, and loaded 
with the choicest ornaments: while all their 
defects are either concealed or varnished 
over; and every circumstance that in man's 
estimation, would lower their dignity, or 
obscure their splendour, is carefully omitted* 

The reason of all this is obvious. To 
render a mere man the object of admira* 
tion, it is necessary to throw a shade over 
much of his cliaracter ; and to withhold 
from public observation those innumerable 
infirmities and foibles ; those littlenesses 
and . extravagancies ; those " fears of the 
** brave, and follies of the wisej;" which are 
the inseparable accompaniments of our fallen 
nature.) and which, if tbey do not reduce 
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us all nearly to a level, prevent the greatest 
and the best of our race from being objects 
of unmixed approbation. 

On the other hand, the eharacter of our 
blessed Lord needed none of these assist* 
ances or cautions on the part of those who 
have transmitt^ to us the history of his life; 
The plain recital of what he did, and what 
he said, was sufficient of itself to astonish 
the imagination, and awe the soul ; for he 
was embodied, absolute perfection; his 
character needed no praise to exalt its 
excellence; his astions were too dignified to 
require concealment ; and whether he was 
contemplated in power or in abasement ; as 
working mighty aeeds, or willingly submit-^ 
ting to degradation or suffering; he was 
always, and equally, the object of unmin-* 
gled reverence and respect, wonder and love. 

The text presents our blessed Lord to 
us under an aspect every way calculated to 
awaken these emotions in our souls: for it 
exhibits him as the living and visible exem- 
plar of divine befieficence : as passing his 
whole life in the Godlike employment of 
comforting misery; soothing sorrow; as- 
suaging pain ; dispensing mercy ; and 
'< doing good" to the bodies and souls of 
men. 

It canuot be doubted, indeed^ that tho 
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character of Jesus, under eoery point fst 
view, is most glorious and impressive : but, 
perhaps, there is no feature of it so deeply 
interesting to fallen, helpless, and benighted 
man, as that of his beneficence : as that of 
the heavenly friend, who, ^* touched with 
** a feeling of our infirmities,** devoted 
himself to their redress ; and made it the 
great object and business of his painful 
ministry here below to afford bodily and 
spiritual relief to those whom he came '* to 
^* seek and to save.'* 

In this light I mean to place the text 
which 1 have chosen for this discourse ; and 
shall submit to your attention a few of 
those instances of beneficence (for to enii-* 
merate them all would be beyond my 
power,) which Christ, whilst on earth, con* 
ferredup6n the sons of men ; noticing, first, 
those which related to the temporal^ and 
secondly such as regarded the spiritual, 
condition of our race. 

On reading the Evangelical accounts of 
our blessed Saviour*s ministry, the first im- 
pression which the ound receives is that of 
astonishment, at the marvellous, various, 
and countless miracles which he per&rmed. 
Nature and all her energies are subser- 
vient to his power. The winds of Heovea 
are hushed by his bidding ; and thd raging 
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sea is ^' still'* at his command. He speaks 
the word, and water is changed into wine; 
and superabundant plenty for thousands is 
produced out of five ** barley-loaves, and two 
•• small fishes/* He says, ** Let there be 
** light** in those eyes which had been 
blind from birth, and there is light. He 
says, Let the tongue be untied, which had 
b^n hitherto bound down in silence, and 
quickly it is loosed, and sings *^ Hosan- 
•* nahs to the Son of David.** The Devils 
themselves trembled at the voice of Christ, 
and quit the unhappy wretches whom they 
had so long tormented ; and the poor pos« 
aessed victim of infernal malice, who was so 
lately fleeing from human intercourse: 
roaming among the tombs, and cutting 
Jiimself with the stones ; freed by the 
Saviour*s mandate from the infernal legion's 
influence, is now ^ sitting at the feet of 
** Jesus, clothed and in his right mind,** 
and listening to '' the gracious words that 
** fall from his mouth.*' Even the dead 
hear the command of the Son of God, and, 
awakened by his powerful voice, return onc^ 
more to light and life. The departed 
** spirit** of the daughter of Jairus enters 
again into its *' tabernacle of flesh :" the 
deceased son of the widow of Nain *^ sits 
V up** on his bier, and '' speaks/' and is 



78 



delivered alive unto his mother : and Laza« 
rus» summoned by Jesus, comes forth from 
♦* the sepulchre/* after he had • ' been dead 
" four days,'' and resumes his intercourse 
with his affectionate ** sisters/' and the 
Lord who '* loved him/' 

But the more than mortal power which 
Christ displayed in his stupendous miracles, 
IS not the quality that renders their con* 
temptation delightful to the mind. Power^ 
if not accompanied with goodness, is rathef 
to be feared than loved ; for it may be ex* 
ercised to the purposes of destruction, 
instead of benefit or kindness. The mar* 
vellous " works*' of our Saviour, however, 
were as conspicuous for their beneficence, 
as they were striking from their omnipotenee. 
He ^* went about doing good :" and not a 
single exeition of his supernatural might can 
be pointed out, which had not for its object 
the removal of human suffering, the moral 
improvement of our nature, or the salva- 
tion of our souls. 

This character of compassion and good- 
ness, which was stamped upon all Christ's 
miracles, had been predicted by Isaiah many 
ages before his manifestation in the flesh. 
** In that day," says the Prophet, '* shall 
** the deaf hear the words of the book; 
^^ and the eyes of the blind shall see out of 
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** obscurity, and out of darkness/' ** Then 
^' the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
** and the ears of the deaf shall be un- 
*' stopped/' <* Then shall the lame roan 
** leap as the hart, and the tongue of the 
^* dumb sing." And the general, gentle, 
and merciful spirit of his ministry is de- 
scribed under these pleasing images — ** a 
*^ bruised reed shall he not break, and the 
** smoking flax will he not quench:" to 
which is added the assurance, that he would 
" take our infirmities," bear our •* sick- 
nesses," and carry our ''sorrows;" or, in 
other words, would sympathize with and 
relieve those to whom he was sent, under 
the various maladies of body and mind by 
which they were oppressed* And such 
were the ends and views of all his won- 
drous doings. 

The commencement of our blessed Lord's 
miracles at Cana in Galilee was for an holy 
and benevolent purpose; for it sanctified 
that state which God himself had insti- 
tuted, at the Creation, for the bcflnefit and 
happiness of mankind ; and it was not only 
an allowance, but an approval, also, of m- 
nocent social intercourse ; and implied that 
the religion of the Gospel did not require 
gloominess of mind, austerity of manners, 
or solitude of life; but that it encouraged 
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inan to mix with his fellow^creatures, and 
to participate in every blessing and enjoy- 
ment which is consistent with reason, 
virtue, and piety. 

Christ came " with healing on his 
" wings ;** and wherever he went its in- 
fluence was exerted in acts of compassion 
and pity. A miserable leper, separated 
from all commerce with mankind, cried to 
Jesus for pity and cure. He touched him, 
cleansed him from his disease, and gave 
nim back to his friends and occupations. 
" Peter's wife's mother,** panting and 
parched with desperate fever, was restored 
to health, to her domestic duties, and her 
afflicted family, by a like kind exertion of 
miraculous power. 

Christ " ministered** and wrought his 
marvels in the spirit of pity and tender- 
ness. At one time five thousand, and at 
another four thousand, of his followers 
were in the Wilderness destitute of food ; 
and ** he had compassion on the multitude,'* 
and supplied them miraculously with 8us« 
tenance. The deep sorrow of a bereaved 
and desolate mother moved hira to pity. 
He said unto her, " Weep not ;** and 
brought back from death her only son. He 
could not resist the lamentable appeal of 
the blind man at the gate of Jericho, 
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*^ Jesus; th6u Son 6( David, lave Aerty oti 
** me/' but fulfilled the utmost ^vish of the 
son of Timeeus, by blessing him with vision. 
The case of the poor cripple, who had lain 
60 long a time beside the waters of Bethesda, 
did not escape the vigilant benevolence of 
jChrist. Unsolicited by the patient sufferer, 
he bade him '' Rise/' ^' take up hid bed, 
•' and walk/* So tender was his sym- 
pathy, so affectionate his heart, that, 
melted by the sorrows of Mary and Mar- 
tha, he '* groaned in spirit" at their dis- 
tress, and •* wept** at the grave of the 
brother whom they deplored^ at the very 
moment when his power was about to 
triumph over " the last enemy,** and to 
bring him ** who was dead'* &om the dark- 
ness of the sepulchre. 

A few mighty works of our blessed Lord^ 
indeed, have been pointed at by the unbe- 
liever, as not characterized by that bene^ 
JicmcCf which, as we contend, distinguished 
them alL But if we attentively consider 
the spirit and 'tendency of these miracles, 
they will quickly approve themselves to our 
minds as acts of combined . wisdom and 
goodness* 

Tbus^ forinstonce, when Jesus delivered 
the unhappy demoniac, who was under the 
ii(i6[ue0ce of a legion. of dfivils^ he permitted 
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the devih, it is true, ^ to enter into the 
*' herd of swine ; and the whole herd ran 
^* violently down a sleep place into the sea, 
^^ and perilled in the waters ;" a^arently 
to the great detriment and loss of the 
owners of the herd. But it ought to be 
recollected, that if these owners were Jews, 
they had violated the Mosaical law by keep- 
ing this unclean and forbidden animat; 
and, consequently, ought to have regarded 
the transaction as a warning that might 
save them from ^* a much sorer punisliment*' 
on their disobedience. On the other hand, 
if the proprietors of the herd were Heathens^ 
it should be remembered, that these people 
were then placing a temptation before the 
eyes, and ** a stumbling-block and rock of 
" offence'* in the way of the Jews, with 
whom they dwelt ; and, therefore, that they 
well deserved this reproof of their want of 
consideration for the feelings, and want of 
charity for the religious principles, of their 
neighbours* 

In like manner the eursing of the un- 
productive fig-tree (another instance of the 
vain objections to which we allude) was by 
no means an act of mere arbitrary p^wer^ 
without benevolent intention or useful 
moral meaning. The tree was probably 
a wild ope, md if so it was the prc^rty 4»f 
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no on6. Had it an owner? Being m 
unproductive plant, it was of no value;- 
and consequently, its destruction could not 
be attended with injury to any individual. 
But the miracle was not barren of benefi- 
cial and edifying results. It taught the 
disciples a lesson of the utmost importance 
to them to be fully acquainted with, in the 
ministry with which they were about to be 
entrusted: namely, the efficacy of faithinthe 
working of miracles. — " And Jesus answer- 
'' ing saith unto them, HaveJiUth in God. 
** For verily I say unto you, that whosoever 
^' shall say unto this mountain. Be thou 
<< removed, and be thou cast into the sea ; 
*' and shall not doubt in his heart, but 
** shall believe that those things which he 
** saith shall come to pass; he shall have 
** whatsoever he saith :" and the miracle 
was, moreover, a solemn rebuke of, and a 
memorable warning against, mere outward 
or nominal religion, which did not bring 
forth '< the fruit of good works;'' and a 
prophetic symbol of the approaching de« 
struction of the Jewish nation, for their 
proud and vain confidence in ^' the form of 
*' Godliness," when they utterly neglected 
and despised its '' power.'' 
But our blessed Lord '' went about doing 
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** good** to the mitids md souls' of mair* 
kind» as well as relieving them under the 
evils of their bodily condition. 

When Christ commenced his ministry 
upon earthy the greatest part of the world 
lay in utter darkness and ignorance, as to 
the nature and attributes of God, and the 
duties and expectations of man : and the 
small remainder (the Jews) having " re- 
** joiced" for a time ^* in the light which 
had been poured out upon them by Moses 
and the Prophets, had gradually closed their 
eyes to it ; lost all spiritual religion ; changed 
the commandments of their Maker for the 
traditions of their Rabbis ; and substituted 
a rigid attention to the ceremonial, in the 
stead of a conscientious practice of the 
moral, law. To supply the spiritual wants 
of th« Gentile ; to promote the moral and 
religious reformation of the Jews ; and to 
lead both of them to a perfect and universal 
faith ; to a religion of the heart and affec* 
tions ; a worship of God ^* in spirit and in 
truth ;" was one of those great ** labours 
of lave,*' which constituted the ministry 
of Jesus Christ upon earth : And when we 
attentively consider the sublimity of his 
doctrines ; the sound morality of his pre- 
cepts ; his awful revelations of God and 
bis attributes } his awakening views of man's 
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sin and ref^onsibility, duties and destfna^ 
tion ; the information he gives us respect* 
ing a future life ; the hopes he inspires* 
and the promises he vouchsafes ; we must 
acknowledge, that the *' good*' he did to 
mankind^ in all these concerning points^ is 
without all parallel* and beyond all price. 
For« he enlightened their minds j he spiri*^ 
tualized their hearts ; he improved their 
morals; he softened their manners ; and 
dissipated their prejudices. He preached 
to them a faith that uprooted all the impu- 
rities of the Heathen, and all the corrup* 
tions of the Jewish, worship; that corrected 
and refined their notions of the eternal 
God ; and gave them those just and proper 
views of his power, and goodness, and mercy, 
of which, till the ministry of Christ, thty 
had been utterly ignorant, or only partially 
informed : ^' For no man knoweth the 
** Father save the Son, and he to whomso- 
•• ever the Son will reveal him." 

Together with this clearer and more en* 
larged revelation of the nature of God, 
the ministry of Jesus Christ upon earth 
afforded to mankind a perfect knowledge 
of the means by which they might obtain 
God's favour, and avert his displeasure, 
llie religion which the Redeemer taught, 
breathed the spirit of pure philanthropy i 
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and ptescribed a conduct of universal 
eharityy of unceaiing forbearance, and 
unlimited goodwill. It commanded and 
encouraged the exercise of every social and 
personal virtue ; it fostered every gentle 
affection } it nourished every praise-worthy 
feding; and thus furnished or at least 
offered to mankind a preventive against all 
the worst' evils of life, and an antidote or 
cure for almost all the distractions of 
society. 

* But Christ '' went about doing good'' 
to the souls of mankind, and not only en- 
lightened their minds, cleared their under- 
standings, and reformed their manners : 
but ** suffered death upon the cross for our 
^^ redemption ; and made there (by his 
** one oblation of himself once offered) a 
^^ fill], perfect, and sufficient sacrifice* ob* 
** lation, and satisfaction for the sins of the 
" whole world/* Yea, verily, " while we 
«( were yet sinners, Christ died for us:*^ 
'' the just for the unjust:" and by this 
high '' price*' for our salvation, obtained 
from Infinite Mercy pardon for transgres- 
sion ; peace with God the Father; and resur- 
rection to immortal happiness, on the easy 
and practicable conditions of penitence for 
past transgressions; j^^ in *' the Cantain,'' 
and means of our salvaticm ; and a righteous 
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and moral conduct in the world. So that 
'* there is now no condemnation to them 
^' which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not 
** after the flesh, but after the spirit :" and 
ransomed by him, '* who went about doing 
" good/* and who sealed his ministry "with 
*^ his precious blood,'* every penitent sin- 
ner, and every good Christian, •* casting 
out fear,'* and ^* rejoicing with joy ui^ 
speakable, and full of glory/' may now, 
without presumption or enthusiasm, apply 
the triumphant language of St. Paul to 
his own particular case : ** I smpersuadeU 
** that neither death^ nor life, nor angels, 
** nor principalities, nor powers; northings 
*^ present, nor things to come; nor height ; 
'* nor depth ; nor any other creature; shall 
" be able to separate me from the love of 
** God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord/* 
Amen. 






DISCOURSE XVIIL 



^Ufiirct. THE INSTITUTION OF THE 
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S 

SUPPER. 

Reason and Faith, their separate Claims. 
The Roman Cathoug Doctrine of Tran- 
substantiation, irrational and unscriptu- 
RAL. The Nature and Design of the Sacra- 
ment OF THE Lord's Supper. The Duty and 
Importance of FREgriSNTLy attending the 
Table of the Lord* 



MATTHEW XXtL 26. 

Takey etUf this is my body. 

ANY and warm have been the con- 
troversies among Christians respect* 
ing the rights of beason, and the claims 
of FAITH, — where, and how far, we are 
authorised to exercise the former with re- 
gard to spiritual matters, and in what cases 
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it ought to bow itself down before the 
latter^ and receive implicitly, and without 
enquiry, those doctrines which faith would 

1>resent to the mind as things to be be^ 
ieved. 

The more earnest of the opponents in 
these disputes, on both sides of the ques« 
tion, seem to be equally in the wrong, and 
to have missed that middle path, in which 
alone both truth and security ar^ to be 
found. 

Were we to listen to the strenuous' advo» 
t^ates of HUMAN REASON, WO should regard 
it as ai\ infallible principle, with a capacity 
to search out all " the deep things of God;'' 
to penetrate into his '^ secret counsels ;" 
and *** spy out,'' and understand, *^ all bis 
** ways ;'' and with an authority to con- 
temn every doctrine which appeared to be 
at all at variance with its own conclusions. 
Of things beyond the grasp of the human 
mind we should believe nothing ; because, 
as they could not be tried at the tribunal 
of reason, it would at once reject them» 
wlthopt enquiry or hesitation* 

On the other hand, were we to fall iii 
with the notions of those who plead the 
cause of faith against the exercise of 
REASON, we should gradually sink into the 
depths of superstition, or be carried away 



90 

hj the wildest enthusiasm. We should, in 
time, lose every just idea of God and bis 
will ; every proper view of man and his 
<^ligation&* The most absurd, and, we 
may add, the most wicked, fancies, would 
be received by the mind as gospel truths ; 
apd^ without guide or compass, we should 
wander for a season in the labyrinths of 
error, or settle at last either in nonsense or 
impiety. 

That such have been, and are at this 
moment, the consequences of exalting 
IKEASON above faith, or of altogether pro- 
hibiting its exercise in religion, is suffi- 
ciently notorious to those who are at all 
conversant with the history and state of the 
Church of Christ in ancient and modern 
times: an evil which has entirely arisen, it 
should seem, from not duly considering 
that the provinces of faith and reason 
are totally distinct from each other ; that 
they have both their respective privileges 
and boundaries ; and that each is designed 
and required to take a part in forming the 
creed and regulating the conduct of every 
believer in Jesus Christ* 

That the doctrines which are plainly and 
explicitly revealed in the Bible, should be 
received without doubt, hesitation, or cavil, 
cannot admit of denial -, because it is God 
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who speaks, and man has nought to dd^ 
but to listen, believe, and obey. Here 
KEASOK must be passive : for though the 
Revelations be not contradictcrt/ to ita 
legitimate conclusions, yet, as they treat of 
things which are " far above, and out of 
•'^ its sight," it has neither right, nor capa- 
city, to place itself in the office of judge on 
such high and spiritual concerns. But 
though passive in this ease, it hath fuU 
power to act in others. As ** the eye is 
" the light of the body,*' so reason is the 
light of the mind : a remaant of *^ the 
** image of God," in which we were origin 
nally foimed ; a faculty to be resorted to, 
and depended upon, in every instance where 
revelation is silent, for instruction, informal 
tion, and proof: the intellectual instrument 
by which we are to *' try the spirits;" 
^ search the scriptures ;'' and ** compare 
'* things spiritual with i^iritual ;" and 
thus arrive at a rational and sound belief 
of the truth of the Word of God, and 
of all that it contains -, and enable ottr« 
selves to " be ready always to give an answer 
a to every man that asketh us a reason 
*' for the hope that is in us." 

The remarks which have now been made 
may very properly be applied, we conceive^ 
to a monstrous doctrine respecting th« 
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Sacrament of the Supper of the Lord, 
which has been grounded by a large propor- 
tion of the Christian world chiefly on the 
words of our text. I will therefore shortly 
explain this corrupt doctrine ; fairly try its 
truth or falsehood, by the test of reason 
and Scripture; proceed to explain the real 
nature of the Sacrament of the Lord*s 
supper; and conclude with shewing the 
necessity and importance of the frequent 
participation of this holy rite of our reli- 
gion. 

The doctrine alhided to is that of tbak- 
SUB8TANTIATI0K, onc of the most remark- 
able articles in the creed of the Roman 
Githolic Church ; a doctrine received 4nd 
avowed by that Church for the last sis; 
hundred years ; taught in its catechisms ; 
preached in its pulpits ; and confirmed by ks 
councils. In one of the most celebrated of 
these assemblies, (the Council of Trent) 
the authority of which i on points of doe* 
trine is paramount with the great body of 
the Papists, it was solemnly established as 
a perpetual tenet of the Roman Catholic 
faith, that at the celebration of their Mass, 
(or Sacrament . of the Lord's Supper,) a 
nuraculous change is wrought, by the conse- 
cration of the'Priest, in the sacred elements; 
and that under *' the species of bre^d.and 
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•* wine/' the body and blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ are truly^ really ^ and substan^ 
tially received by the communicants: and, in 
order that no doubt might remain on the 
minds of the faithful, in what .sense, or to 
what extent, this declaration was to be 
understood, the decree subjoins, that by 
truly we mean properly ^ and not by signi- 
fication only, as if the Eucharist were no 
more than a sign of the body and blood of 
Jesus Christ; that by really, we mean mfactf 
and not in figure as if the Eucharist were 
only a figure and representation of the 
body and blood of the Saviour of the 
world ; and that by substantially^ we mean 
in suMance^ and not in virtue and energy 

only. 

The foundation on which this incompre- 
hensible and unscriptural article of the 
Roman Catholic Faith is principally laid 
(as I have before hinted) on the passage 
chosen for our text : " Take, eat, this is 
^* my body ;" together with the language 
used by our blessed Lord to the Jews, 
when they followed him to Capernaum, 
after he had fed the five thousand, with 
the ^ve barley loaves, and two small fishes; 
•• I am the living bread,'* saith he, " which 
" came down from heaven ; if any man 
<* eat of this bread, he shall live for ever^ 
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** and the bread which I will give is mf 
^* flesh, which I will give for the life of 
** the world." ** Verily, verily, I say unto 
*^ you, except ye eat the flesh of the Son of 
^* Man, and drink his blood, ye have no 
** life in you ;*' ** for my flesh is meat 
^'indeed^ and my blood is drink indeed/^ 

Strong as the language of all these pas« 
sages may be considered, (though, in fact^ 
they are mere examples of the highly figu- 
rative style of Eastern expression,) yet we 
are free to think, that had reason been 
called in to assist in their interpretation^ 
(and they lay quite within the province of 
that faculty,) it would never nave sane* 
tioned the signification which the Papistical 
Church has attributed to them ; since that 
signification implies an operation utterly 
contradictory to the evidence of the senses^ 
and entirely beyond the limits oi possibility. 
Take, eat, this is my body**-*-" Drink 

ye all of this, for this is my blood,'* — are 
commands, which, if understood literally 
and strictly, would imply the following 
absurdities, — that substances corporeally 
different and distinct were identical or 
one and the same ; that the same substance, 
could be in two different places, and under 
twodiffi^rent forms, at the same time; that 
it could be a living intel%ent being, and 






95. 

brule unthinking matter ; that it could se^. 
parate itself from itself, and be at once the 
giver and the thing given ;•— propositions, 
which violate all possibility, shock common 
sense, and insult the understanding; which 
the mind cannot comprehend, and which. 
REASON, if appealed to for its assent to. 
them, would ridicule and spurn. 

In like manner, had reason been sum- 
moned to assist in the interpretation of 
Christ's metaphorical language to his hear- 
ers, in which he tells them that his '* flesh 
*^ is meat indeed, and" his ^' blood is drink, 
•* indeed, " that meaning would never have 
been imposed upon them, which the Roman- 
Catholics now hold as an article of faith.^ 
RsASOK would have considered the pecu- 
liar diction of the Oriental nations, and the- 
nature of the language customary with the 
Jews in the time of our blessed Lord» 
which dealt much in figures of speech, in, 
comparisons and similitudes, in parables, 
and " dark sayings." It would have ma-* 
iurely weighed the expressions, taken into 
account the peculiar occasion on which they 
were used, and sought for a probabFe, sig- 
nificant, and edifying meaning in them ;• 
and, above all, it would have compared 
them with other passages of Scripture, and 
more especially with the subsequent deila- 
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ration of Jesus Christ in the same conver- 
sation with the Jews, wherein he himself in* 
terprets and explains the strong images and 
figurative phraseology which he had just 
lised ; and clearly intimates that the expres* 
stons in question were to be understood 
Spiritually y and not literally; that they 
referred to the soul, and not to any mate- 
rial substance ; that the sacrifice of his 
body and t)lood for the salvation of man- 
kind— ^lYA in this atonement, and the 
grace bestowed as its rewards-constituted 
that spiritual nourishment, which was as 
Accessary for the suppoit and security of 
** the inner man/' as common food for the 
stijstenanoe of the bodily frame; and that 
without the partaking of this food, ** which 
** Cometh down from heaven,** and is the 
^ineiple of immortality, the soul would 
languish, faint, and die to future happi- 
ness. *• I am the living bread, which came 
*^ down from heaven; if any man eat of 
** this bread he shall live for ever ; and the 
bread which I will give is my flesh, 
which I will give for the life of the 
world. Except y6 eat the flesh of the 
^' Son of Man, and drink his blood, ye 
** have no life in you.** " Doth this offend 
**you?^' It is the ^pirjY that quickeneth, 
** the Jlesh profiteth nothing : the xvords 
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^* that I speak unto you, theg are spirit, 
" and thei/ are UfeJ* 

The passage of sei^turei however, with 
which we are at present more especially 
concerned is that of our text, from which 
(I repeat) the Papists chiefly infer their, 
doctrine of tramubstantiation. Sufficient 
has been said, . it is hoped, to prove that, 
their interpretation of it is both . irrational 
and scripturally false; but it is necessary, 
in the second place, to point out its real 
meaning;, and to consider in. what way our 
own Reformed and Established Church 
applies this signification to the Sacrament of! 
the Lord's Supper. 

The language u^ed by our most blessed 
Lord at his last supper, '' Take, eat, this is. 
*' my body;** " Drink ye all of this, for this 
*« is m V blood of the New Testament, which 
** is shed for many, for the remission of 
*' sins ;** this language, I say, though it be 
highly figurative, is, at the same time, most 
awful and impressive. It conveys a posi*. 
tive command to perform a particular duty. 
It implies that the bread used upon this 
solemn occasion was an emblem of the body 
of Jesus, which was shortly to be broken 
or mutilated on the cross for the salvation. 
of mankind ; and that the wine was the 
symbol of his bloody which was about to be 
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poured out for the same gracioug purpose ; 
and the words which he added, ^' This do 
^ in remembrance of me/' were a clear 
injunction to a perpetual repetition of thia 
aacred ritCp as a significant representation 
of bis sufferings and death, and as a lasting 
memorial of Christ a unspeakable lo?e in 
voluntarily enduring them ; and of the 
blessings which flowed upon mankind by 
this his willing sacrifice. 

In this light the Church of England 
considers the institution of the Sacrament 
of the Supper of the Lord; for it expressly 
tells us, that it solemnizes it '* as a conti<> 
*< nual remembrance of the sacrifice of the 
*< death of Christ, and of the benefits which 
«* we receive therel)y ." It holds that there 
are two parts in this sacred ordinance,— 
the symbols^ or the bread and wine, and 
the thing signified^ or " the merits and 
^^ death'^ of Jesus Christ ; and that if the 
former be received in faith, with sincere 
repentance for past sins, with a stedfasi 
purpose in the mind to lead, through God's 
assistance, a new and holy life, and with 
charity in the heait towards all mankind, 
the soul of the communicant will be 
^' strengthened and refreshed*' by the spi« 
ritual application of *' the body and blood 
^* of Christ" to ita infirmities and neces* 
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aiitM» '*Seis the body is by the lireadatid 
^* wine." 

But though our Church in her. Articles 
and Semces poisitively pronounces that 
*v the body of Christ is given^ taken, and 

eaten^' in the Lord's Supper, ** only 

after an hectvenly and spiritual manner;'^' 
yet when she discarded the Papal supersti* 
tions by which this holy ordinance was 
abused and distorted, slie by no means de« 
priired it of its solemn, edifying, and spirit- 
ualianng character. On the contraryv sh^ 
considers the services of the Supper <af the 
Lord as ^* holy mysteries \** as pledges of 
" Christ's love ;" as a means " of an inward 
** and spiritual grace;" and ^' as sure wit^ 
<< nesses and efFectual signs of grace, and 
^^ of God's goodwill towards us, by the 
*^ which he doth work invisibly in ua, and 
^ doth not only quicken, but also strength- 
^^ en and confirm our faith in him/' 

Such is thesot)^ but awful, the rational 
hut scriptural, view, which the Established. 
Church K>f England takes of the Sacrament 
of the Supper of the Lord. It makes it 
an ordinance worthy of the Divine wisdqm 
and goodness, and intelligible to the human 
understanding ; a ciomprehensible service, 
which convinces our reason, satisfies our 
mindsy end affects our hearts ; and whkh 
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bflferg benefito ani blessings so absoluteljr 
necessary, and so unspeakably precious, to 
the soul of man, that the Christian who 
will not avail himself of them, by attend* 
ing the table of his Redeemer when oppor- 
tunity invites him to it, must place hhnself 
in a situation of exceeding spiritual danger. 

The duty and importance of frequently 
attending the Holy. Eucharist remains^ in 
the third place, to be considered. 

The strongest obligation upon Christiana 
to fuli^l this ordinance of our religion (and 
which if not attended to, no other can 
prevail) arises, without all doubt, from the 
express command of Jesus Christ, '' This 
** do in remembrance of me ;'' a command 
enjoined at the most awful time, and under 
the most interesting circumstances ; when 
the hour of his being betrayed into the 
hands of his enemies approached, and he 
had just taken his farewell meal with the 
companions of his incessant laboum, and the 
objects of his peculiar regard.^ *' With 
*^^ desire*' had he *' desired to eat that pas<' 
** sever with them before he suffered, that 
he might institute^ cHrdain, and perpetuate,- 
an aet of worship, which would bring to 
the remembrance of his followers the suf- 
ferings of their Lord and Master, and the 
blessed effects ot* his death and passion ; 
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and be a standing memorial to his Church, 
until his second coming, of that effectual 
atonhig sacrifice^ which was to purchase 
from a reconciled God pardon, peace, and 
Acceptance for penitent and ransomed sin- 
ners ; for *• we are bought with a price." 

How great, then, is the ingratitude of 
believers, and how hopeless must be their 
condition, if, in defiance of this injunction, 
in neglect of this love, in forgetfulness of 
these benefits, they refuse to afford this 
proof of their obedience to the Redeemer's 
command, and to give this pledge of their 
fidelity to the religion which he taught. 
They may ** name the name of Christ;*' 
they may profess to believe " his sayings;*' 
and flatter themselves with the assurance of 
inheriting that salvation which his precious 
blood-shading hath obtained to the righte- 
ous and the contrite ; but their profession 
is wortiiless, and their confidence must be 
vain ; for the gospel holds out no prospect to 
them of their sitting down with Christ in 
the kingdom of heaven, if they despise his 
invitation, and neglect to be his guests at 
his table upon earth. 

It is under this aspect that our Church 
regards the diity and importance of cele- 
brating liie or£nance of the Supper of the 
Lord; and thns affectingly and energeti* 
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cally reasons and expostulates with such of 
her members as negfect it, in one of her 
exhortations prefixed to *•• the Order for 
'* the Administration of the Holy Comimt* 
**nfon:** "Ye know hovr grievous and 
<' unkind a thin^ it is^ when a man hath, 
"prepared a rich feast, decked his table 
"with all kind of provision, sa that there 
" lacketh nothing but the giiests to sit 
down, and yet they who are called, with* 
oat any cause, most untbankfully refuse 
"to come. Which of you, in such a case, 
" would not be moved ? Who would not 
•* think that a great injury and wrong were 
** done unto him ? Wherefore, taost dearly 
beioved in Christ, take ye good heed» 
lest ye, withdrawing yourselves from thii 
" holy supper, provoke God s indignation 
" against you. it is an easy riiatter for a 
" man to say, I will not eommunicate; 
" because I am otherwise hindered witn 
"worldly businlsss. But such excuses are 
** hot so easily accepted and allowed 
" before God. If any man say, I am a 
" grievous sinner, and therefore am afraid 
" to come ; wherefore, tben^ do ye not re- 
" pent and amend ? When God calleth 
••you, are ye not afraid to say ye will not 
•'come? When ye should return unto 
^« Gody will ye excuse youiwlves, and say 
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*'.ye are not ready? Consider earnestly 
** with yourselves, how little such feigned 
^^ excuses will avail before God» They that 
*^ refused the feast in the Gospel, because 
they had bought a farm, or would try 
their yokes of oxen, or because they were 
** married, wei*e not so excused, but counted 
*' unworthy of the heavenly feast." 

If men, indeed, were not responsible for 
omissions of duty as well as for actual sins ; 
if they had a right to select for themselves 
those portions of religious duty which suited 
their convenience or tallied with their incU* 
nation, and to disregard the rest; they 
might then absent themselves from the Holy 
Communion with safety. But far opposite 
to this is the case between man and his 
Maker! In religious duty there is no 
allowance for caprice, indolence, wilful ness» 
neglect, or voluntary omission. ** This do^ 
•* and live," saith God, leaving no choice 
to human perverseness or folly. <* Whoso* 
" ever shall keep the whole law," saith St. 
James, *' and yet offend in one point, he is 
** guilty of all :" showing us, that an mtew- 
tional neglect of any Christian obligation, 
or a rebellious breach of any divine com- 
mandment, will place us before God as 
guilty culprits, deserters from his serviccj, 
and traitors to his cause ! 
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Listen, then, my fellow Christians, to 
the injunction of your Saviour, " Take, 
•• eat, this is my body !** Present your- 
selves at his table as oft as ye have oppor- 
tunity, and partake of that spiritual food, 
which is spread for ** the strengthening 
** and refreshing of your souls/* There 
Christ will be with you in his spirit ; for 
he hath said, " Where two or three are 
** gathered together in my name, there am 
** 1 in the midst of them." There Christ 
will bless you with his peace : a silent, 
secret, but delightful, communication of 
spiritual comfort and joy, to all who par- 
take his feast with smitten hearts, with 
lively faith, and holy desires. And, finally, 
there Christ will supply you with his ^^race.* 
^n infusion of spiritual strength to be your 
shield and safeguard when you quit the 
sanctuary, and return into the world: a 
strength that will enable you to resist 
temptation, to support trial, and endure 
affliction ; to disregard all that man can 
do unto you, to put your trust in the living 
God, and to " serve him truly all the days 
" of your life.'* 



DISCOURSE XIX. 



S^umn. THE CRUCIFIXION OF 
JESUS CHRIST. 

The Last Wordis and Aotiovs of dyiko 

FrIEKI^S) or RSMARIUBI^ €aAaACT£RS» A 

HATCRAii Subject op Curiosity. Tmb Cir- 
cumstances WHICH ATTENDED C^RIST•g CRUCI- 
FIXION. Moral Ikfsrences. 



MATTHEW XXvii. 54. 

Trufyp this was the Son of CM. 

THE principle of curiosity, one of 
the most active and useful principles of 
the human mind is never more pleasingly 
exercised, than when it is enquiring into the 
circumstances which have attended the 
death of the objects of our love, or admira- 
tion : of those with whom we have inter- 
changed our affection \ or of those who 
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have excited our wonder, and engaged our 
attention, by their characters and actions. 

With respect to the former j all the minute 
particulars which occur during the closing 
scene of their mortal existence, are deeply 
interesting to the affectionate survivor ; 
because they are considered as the signals 
of an everlasting mutual farewell, as far as 
thts feverish being is concerned ; as the 
forerunners of a separation that can never 
have an end, till this world shall sink into 
the final flame, and " death*' be " swallowed 
*^ up in victory." Every glance of the 
closing eye, every accent of the faltering 
tongue, and every motion of the feeble 
hand, under these circumstances, is watched 
with vigilance and solicitude. We trea- 
sure up its recollection, also, with tender- 
ness and care, if we ourselves have been 
present at the affecting scene : or enquire 
after it, when absent, with eager curiosity 
of those who have had the valuable privi- 
lege, in our opinion, to attend and witness it. 

In like manner, though under the influ- 
ence of different feelings, our curiosity is 
active and earnest, with respect to the dying 
.words and actions of those whose remark- 
able career has inflamed our own imagina- 
tion, Qr engrossed much of public regard. 
We are desirous of appreciating their cha- 
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ncterjusth/f but are aware of the difficulty 
and uncertainty of forming a proper esti* 
mate of it, while they continue to be busy 
actors on the scene of being, where appear- 
ances are not seldom substituted for reality; 
where men frequently seem to be what 
they actually are not ; where the passions, 
prejudices, and private interests, which 
work, more or less, in every human heart, 
are too often made the cloak of virtue, or 
so carefully concealed, as not apparently to 
belong to the character of the individuals 
in question. We therefore turn our eye 
to their di/ing hour ; and solicitously en- 
quire what those symptom^ were of real 
sentiment and actual feeling which they 
then exhibited ? how they spoke and 
acted at that awful time when man is sen- 
sible that disguise can no longer avail him 
any thing ; when the hearty for the most 
part, opens itself to the inspection of the 
bystander, and the motives which have in- 
fluenced it, and, consequently, the intrinsic 
value of the conduct which has resulted from 
those motives, can be satisfactorily ascer- 
tained, and fairly estimated ? 

It is this species of curiosity, as ardent 

as it is natural, which has led those writers 

, who have penned the lives of illustrious 

. men, to direct their particular atteiuion ta 
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the expiring tnoments ; mi to describe, 
with the most engaging circumstantiality, 
the final actions and dying expressions of 
the subjects of their compositions ; and tbej 
who are conversant with the works of the 
mncient philosophers and historians, or of 
the modern biographer, will be aware that 
«uch descriptions form certainly the most 
attractive and beautiful, and probably the 
most edifying, portions of their respective 
irolumes. 

But interesting, delightful, and instruc- 
tive, as we must acknowledge these vivid 
eichibitions to be of human characters 
under the circumstances of approaching 
dissolution ; yet we may fairly assert, that 
they all fade into darkness, when compared 
with the evangelical accounts of the scene 
that closed the life and ministry of ^* the 
** Son of God." As his character and 
actions were infinitely superior to those of 
mortal man, so the circumstances of his 
' crucifixion transcended unspeakably, in 
interest, dignity, and awfulness, the dying 
hour of «ny human being; and though the 
narrators of these facts have given them in 
the most artless form, without ornament or 
exaggeration, yet by their simple recitals 
our curiosity is more delightfully gratified, 
our hearts a£fected ii\ a higher degree, and 
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ottr souls penetrated to a greater depth, 
than by the written recitals of the depart« 
ing hours of the best and greatest men that 
ever existed, though dressed in the choicest 
eloquence that language could supply. 

The dying words and actions of Jesus 

Christ, indeed, were such as the world had 

never heard or seen before, and such fas 

never will be repeated while it has a being. 

They convulsed universal nature j they 

shook the foundations of the earth, severed 

its rocks, and covered it with darkness; 

and they wrought a wonder in the mornl 

world of almost equal magnitude, for they 

destroyed in a moment the prejudices of an 

Heathen ; they flashed conviction into the 

hearts of unbelievers; and compelled a 

Roman centurion, and the band which he 

commanded, to confess, " Truly this was 

'' the Son of God." 

Let OS, then, consider (and we cannot 
dwell on a more edifying contemplation) 
what these dying words and actions of pur 
Lord and Saviour were ; and endeavour to 
draw from them some lesson for the im- 
provement of our hearts, and the reforma- 
tion of our conduct. 

The " hour" of " agony'* in the garden 
of Gethsemane, where the "soul" of Jesus 
was ^* exceeding sorrowful, even unto 
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<' death ;^' the scene in the High Prieat*8 
palace, where they ^ spit" in the Redeem- 
er's, "face, and baffeted him, and smote 
** him with the palms of their hands ;*' the 
insults and scourging at the tribunal of 
Pilate; the mockery and derision of ** He- 
*' rod and his men of war ;" the torture 
of the " crown of thorns ;'' and the burthen 
of " his cross,** which Christ carried even 
unto fainting; were sorrows and sufferings 
only preparatory to that ignominious and 
painful death which awaited the Messiah 
on the summit of Calvary. Here the last 
act of the dismal tragedy was to be exhi- 
bited. Here was to be accomplished the 
great event of man's salvation, by the vo- 
luntary ^* sacrifice of the Lamb of God" 
for the remission of the sins of a fallen 
.world. Here were to be fulfilled the won- 
derful prophecies which Jesus had spoken 
of his own crucifixion, and of its mighty 
consequences : ^* As Moses lifted up the 
*' serpent in the Wilderness, even so must 
*• the Son of Man be lifted up, that who- 
*' soever believeth in him should not perish, 
.*' but have eternal life/* " And I, if I be 
*' lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
*• men unto me.** And here the rightful 
.claim of Jesus to the titles of the Son of 
iQod and Saviour of Mankind was to be 
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proved in the face of his enemies ; who» 
at the very time of their inflicting theit" 
cruelties upon him, were only carrying 
into effect the predictions of their own in- 
spired writings. ** They pierced my hands 
*' and my feet ; I may tell all my bones : 
*^ they stand staring and looking on me. 
*' They parted my garments among them, 
*' and east lots upon my vesture/' " All 
^* they that see me, laugh me to scorn; 
they shootout their lips, and shake their 
heads, saying, He trusted in God that 
he would deliver him, let him deliver 
** him if he will have him.'* 

To bear a high degree of bodily pain 
without a murmur is not, indeed, an eiFort 
beyond the power of man. The prejudices 
of the savage, the pride of the philosopher, 
the false principles of the man of worldly 
honour, to say nothing of the deep submis- 
sive piety of the real Christian, have, in 
this respect, triumphed over the common 
infirmities and natural feelings of huma- 
nity ; but to hear reproach in silence, 
-—to endure taunting rebuke, and despise 
open shame, with equanimity,— *to *^ suffer 
** wrongfully," and be still — to be " led as 
*^ a lamb to the slaughter," unresisting 
and uncomplaining — to suffer torture, and 
die under its infliction^ when a single prayjer 
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would liave obtained succour, rescue, and 
redress — and, above all, to supplicate mercy 
from the Throne of Heaven upon the soiils 
of those who were perpetrating these acts 
of malice and cruelty, ** Father, forgive 
** them ; they know not what they do'* 
-^to do this (taken all together) is an evi- 
dence of excellence of character infinitely 
above the reach of human nature ; of an 
absolute perfection, confined exclusively^ 
among all the beings that ever trod the 
earth, to " the Son of God." 

But a further circumstance, which exalts 
in dignity the death of Christ far above the 
last moments of the most illustrious mortal 
upon record, is, that ever^ particular of 
his departure could bear recital. No symp- 
tom of weakness or inOrmity, no aberration 
of mind, no momentary sinking of the 
Spirit, no transient discomposure of the 
temper, dimmed the grandeur or disturbed 
the tranquillity of Christ's behaviour on the 
Cross : And even in his affecting ejaculation 
from the twenty-second Psalm, ** My God! 
"my God ! why hast thou forsaken me?*' 
the feeling which suggested it seems to 
have been that of the most perfect benevo- 
leiice, — ^an anxious desire to direct the atten- 
tion of the misguided wretches who sur- 
rounded him to a portion of their own 
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sacred writings, wliicli drcurastantially pre- 
dicted the very tragedy wherein themselves 
were actors; and to furnish believers in 
after titnes with a convincing proof that it 
was HE ** wlto was spoken of by the Pro- 
•• phets ;•* and that it was ordained froui 
everlasting, •* Christ ought to suffer these 
•* things, and to enter into his glory/' 
Upon the same principle was uttered the 
simple excliimatipn, •' 1 thirst;" for our^ 
blessed Lord was well aware, that in the 
bitter draught that should be presented to 
him a striking prophecy would be fulfilled* 
and an additional testimony afforded, of 
the divinity of his character, and the truth 
of his religion : ** They gave me gall to' 
*• eat ; and when I was thirsty, they gave 
" me vinegar to drink ** 

Another feature of our Saviour's cruci- 
fixion, which sheds a lustre on the death of 
Jesus never to be equalled, was, the triumph 
of his tenderness and affection over l)odily 
torture, and the warmth of all his sympa- 
thetic feelings when the lamp of litie was 
now going out. 

It is the character of mere humanity, 
thatj in the hour of agony, the thoughts 
should be absorbed in its own sufferings, 
and the attention be exclusively directed 
to the means of mitigating fhem } and 
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nature, exhausted by '* wearisome nights^'^ 
and by '^ tossings to and fro," is too apt, 
instead o£ caring for the interests of livibg 
objects, to cry out, in the language of Job, 
font final close of its own miseries : '* Oh! 
*' that I might have my request^ and that 
*^ God would grant me that thing that I 
^' long for ; even that it would please 
** God to d^troy ue ; that he would let 
'* loose his hand, and cut me off T' 

What a contrast to this natural imbe- 
cility does the expiring hour of Jesus dis- 
play to us! He who *,* was fashioned in all 
'' things like unto us, sin only excepted ;" 
who ** was in all points tempted like as we 
'^ are ;" and who knew ** what was in man*' 
by experience as well as intuition ; he had 
felty and cultivated through life, every ten- 
der sympathy and every generous affeclion 
of the human heart. He had /^ loved 
*' Martha and her sister, and Lazarus ;" 
and the disciple John had been the friend 
of his bosom. He had ** groaned in spirit,'' 
and been *' troubled^ " when he saw Mary 
and the Jews weeping at the sepulchre of 
her departed brother. He had himself 
*^ wepW when he reached the tomb; and he 
had *^ shed tears" over the city of Jerusalem, 
livhen he anticipated the woes which she 
would endure in ^Uhetime of her visitation." 



115 

But not fts with maTi were 'the^e gentte and 
endearing qualities qnenched in the bosont 
of Je&us by exeruciating pain : they btimt 
brightly till all was <' finished." Mindful 
of the desolate condition to which his 
" mother'* would be reduced, when be- 
reaved of the son of her aflSsctian, he con- 
signed his only parent to the care of the 
** disciple whom beloved;" testifying by 
this act his deep sense of filial piety, and 
the warmth, and steadiness, and confidence 
of his earthly friendships. •* When Jesua 
^^ therefore saw his mother, and the dis- 
^' ciple standing by whom he loved, he saith 
*' unto his mother. Woman, behold thy 
^son! Then saith he to the disciple^ 
*^ Behold thy mother ! And from that 
*^ hour that disciple took her unto his own 
*• home." 

Nor was the petition of the contrite 
thief addressed in vain to the sympathizing 
spirit of the expiring Jesus. He who was 
always intent on his ** Father's business/' 
and never lost sight of the great cause for 
which he had come into the world,— -*the 
salvation of souls ; be knew that the male* 
factor's request was the effect of sound re^ 
pentance and deep remorse; and though 
in agony himself, spoke these words oi^ 
comfort to the companion of his sufferingst 
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** Verily I say unto thee, to-day shalt thou 
•* be with me in Partdise/' 

The perfect composure, and calm dignity, 
moreover, with which his spotless life was 
dosed, stamped upon the crucifixion of 
Jesus a character of serene majesty, which 
stands alone in the history of the triumphs 
of the last enemy. His final act was a 
testimony of humble resignation ; his fare- 
well wordi^ a declaration of absolute sub* 
mission to the will, and of immoveable 
aflSance in the goodness, of God. 
* To convince the crowds around his cross, 
that the powers of his mind and body were 
yet undiminished ; that he ** willingly 
** oflfered himselP' a sacrifice for sin,' when 
he could have escaped his unspeakable 
sufferings; that all was *' finished ;' that 
prophecy was compleated ; and God recon- 
ciled to man ; ** He cried with a loud voicet 
^ and said, Father, into thy hands I com- 
^ itiend my spirit : and having said this, 
*' he gave up the ghost.'' 

The language of inspiration alone can 
describe the awful scene that followed the 
termination of Christ s mortal suSerings : 
** And behold, the veil of the temple was 
^ rent in twain, from the top to the bottom; 
^ and the earth did quake ; and the rocks 
^ were rent ; and the graves were opened ; 
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^ and many bodies of Saiats, which 8lq)t^ 
** aro»e, aod came out of the graves after 
^ his resurrection, and went into the holy 
^* city, and appeared unto many.'* 

Can any thing be more affecting or as- 
tonisbing than the picture which we have 
been contemplating ? Is there among all 
the memorials of human characters,, or- 
human transactions, any being to be found 
at all comparable to the suffering Jesus, or 
any parallel to the afflictions which he 
yoluntarilybore, and the godlike equanimity 
which he displayed beoeath their unutte- 
rable pressure? Can they afford any ex- 
ample of such patience under insult and 
mockery ; such meekness under trial ;. such' 
stillness amid agony : and such marks of 
feeling, expressions of sympathy, proofs' 
of love, and warmth of charity, when the 
cold dew of death stood upon the brow of 
the Sufferer ? No ! the dying philosc^her 
may boast of his apathy ; the expiring het'O' 
may glory in his patriotism ; but it is only 
by ** looking unto Jesus, the author and 
** finisher of our faith,'* uho " endured' 
** the cro8s« and despised the shamoi " that 
as we have learned how to live, so , we can 
learn how to die! 

The scene, indeed^ was so wonderftdt 
impressivci and convincing, thaas we have 
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already seen^ it forced from those who hkd 
never '* named the name of Christ/* the 
confession that he was ^* the Son of God ; '' 
and the Evangelists' description of it 
has had the power to work a momentary 
conviction in the heart of a modem '* enemy 
*' of the cross/' and to extort from him an 
acknowledgment of Christ's rightful claim 
to the same glorious title. ** The death of 
*^ Socrates/' says this singular sceptic, 
** serenely philosophizing with his friends, 
** is the most gentle that one can desire : 
*^ diat of Jesus expiring in torments, 
injured, derided, reviled, by a whole 
people, is the most horrible that one ean 
fear. When Socrates takes the poison 
cup, he blesses him who presents it, and 
'* who at the same time weeps : Jesus in 
*^ the midst of a horrid punishment, prays 
^* for his enraged executioners. Yes, if 
''the life and death of Socrates are those 
'^ of a philosopher; the life and death of 
'' Jesus Christ are those of a God !" 

Profitless, however, will be our contem- 
platioR of Christ's '' cross and passion," 
and worthless those emoti^s which it may 
'* excite, if it do not work some spiritual 
and moral effect upon our '* inner man" 
and outward conduct ; for the picture was 
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not intended to affect the imagination, but 
to correct, improve, and sanctify the heart. 
^ ** All scripture,*' saith St. Paul, " is 
^^ given by inspiration of God ; and is pro- 
** fitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
** rection, for instruction in righteousness, 
"that the man of God may be perfect, 
** thoroughly furnished unto ail good 
** works :" and every recital in the Bible 
carries with it a moral application ; an in- 
timation of some duty to be performed, or 
some crime to be avoided, in our several 
capacities of rational, social, and account- 
able beings. 

The history of Christ's sufferings was 
specially given to us for this improving 
purpose, as we may gather from the express 
declaration of St. . Peter ; who points to 
the Saviour^s endurance of evil as a model 
for the behaviour of believers under trial ; 
and as a motive for their endeavours after a 
good and upright life : " for Christ,** says 
he, '* suffered for us, leaving us an ea^am- 
** ple^ that ye should follow his steps who 
*^ did no sin, neither was guile found in 
*^ his mouth ; who, when he was reviled^ 
^'reviled not again; when he suffered, he 
*' threatened not ; but committed himself 
*^ to him that judgeth righteously; who his 
** owDself bare our sins in his own body 
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^^on the tredy that we being dead unto stn; 
** should live unto righteousness." 

It is impossible, indeed, that we should 
** follow" this ** example" to its full extent, 
as human nature can never reach that sub- 
limity of virtuoi which was embodied only 
in the person of Jesus Christ } but we must 
earnestly endeavour to arrive at some dis* 
tant resemblance to it ; to reflect, how- 
ever indistinctly, the bright image of his 
excellencies ; to have ever in our minds the 
form and fashion of his character ; that by 
constantly studying an object of perfect 
moral beauty, our moral taste may be re- 
fined, our love of holiness increased, and 
our desire after the divine life, and its sure 
reward hereafter, invigorated and con- 
firmed. 

As it is out of the nature of man, however, 
to emulate the spiritual and moral graces 
of Christ's character, we may derive some 
consolation under the sense of our defi- 
ciencies, from recollecting, it is also out 
of the nature of things that our trials and 
sufferings should be such as to call for 
similar unattainable heights of virtue and 
excellence. The burthen of suffering laid 
upon man by a merciful God is never into- 
lerable. Of this we have the Apostle's 
aasuiance; '* God is faithful, who wilt not 
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*' suffer you to be tempted above that ye 
** are able, but will with the temptatioa 
** also make a way to escape, that ye may 
•* be able to bear it." And we have fur- 
ther assurances, also sufficiently consola- 
tory, one should think, to enable us to 
receive all our trials with submission ; and 
sufliciently animating to make us bear them 
with patience; that ** though no chasten- 
'* ing for the present seeraeth joyous, but 
** grievous, nevertheless afterward it yield- 
** eth tlie peaceable fruit of righteousness 
*• to them who are exercised thereby ;" 
and that, " as we are partakers of the 
*' sufferings, so shall we be of the consola- 
•* tion also.'* 
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DISCOURSE XX. 



3ulljm. THE RESURRECTION OF 
JESUS CHRIST. 

The Natural Desire op Immortality. Christ 
brought lifb and immortality to light 

THROUGH THE GoSPEL. St, PaUL'b REASON- 
ING RESPECTING THE RbSURRBCTION* MoRAL 

Inferences. 



1 COR. XY. 20. 



Now is Christ risen/rom the dead, and become the 
first firuUe of them that-sUpL 

THAT the desire of immortality after 
deatbi and the dread of being then 
reduced to nothing, are deeply implanted in 
our nature, seems to be sufficiently clear 
from all /that we know of the history of 
Iman in every age, and under almost every 
condition of his temporal being. 

It is true, indeed, that some, even among 
the philosophers, of the ancient world, de- 
nied these feelings, as far as themselves 
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were concerned ; and it is acknowledged, 
also, that there are tribes of people at the 
present day among whom tmy have not 
as yet been found to exist ; but with respect 
to the ^rmer class, it must be recollected, 
that it included but a few individuals, who 
appear to have been more remarkablia for 
vfaimsiqality and affectation, than for sound 
science and sober reasoning ; and that, in 
regard to the latter^ they are only those 
unfortunate beings who have not yet 
emerged from a state of the most savage 
barbarism, or have been degraded, by un- 
known circumstances, to an intellectual 
condition little superior to that of ^* the 
^' beasts that perish ;" and are, of course, 
fK> incessantly occupied in providing for the 
precarious and scanty suppoit of a miserable 
existence, as to find no leisure for the 
excursion of thought beyond thjis dngle and 
necessary object. 

. Thus nearly universal among mankind 
ever has been, and is at this moment, the 
notion of the revival of existence after the 
close of die present life; nor is it at all a 
matter of surprise that such should be the 
case. Hiere is something so dreadful in the 
bare idea of future annihilation, of becoming 
hereafter less than "the clod of the valley," 
that the mind shrinks back - from the 
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c6nt6mplatidn of it mth an involantaiy 
shudder* 

They to whom life has been a blessings; 
who have thought it ^* good to be here;** 
Mfho have derived pleiasure from the exer-*' 
cise of their various bodily and. mehtat 
faculties; and: regoiced in the conscious- 
ness pf existence — ike^f I repeat, must 
necessarily regard the prospect of " felling 
** into nought** after; d^ath with unmixed 
horror ; , while» on the other hand, their 
less fortunate brethren in the flesh, who 
have passed the greater part of their mortal 
sojournment in troubled days and '^ weari- 
^' some nights," and have been tempted 
at times to exclaim, with the smitten Job, 
*' let the day perish wherein I was born; 
'< and the night in which.it was said there 
*' is a man child conceived;*' even these 
oppressed spirits must equally dread the 
view of utterly perishing when they die^ 
as it would finally extinguish the chance, as 
well f|s hopes of some amends being ^made 
to them in a future state for what they con- 
ceive to have been their more than^ ordinary 
shai e of suffering in the present one. 

. But however natural and general among 
mankind ** this longing after immortality,** 
this abhorrence of the thought of annihi- 
latipa in: the grave may be; yet it wiU 



admit of an ea§y proof^ thit, till the 
advent of Him who V brought life and im- 
'^ mortality to light through the gospel," 
the world possessed no certain information 
on the momentous subject. 
- Among the Heathen of old there were 
glimmerings, but no steady illumioatioii 
i^one upon the state beyond the tomb. 
Among the ancient Jews there were hints 
and anticipations ; but no general convic- 
tions, no well defined prospects, of the 
unknown world* Some of the Heathen 
sages, it is true, i^asoned much, and often-- 
times wisely, upon the future expectations 
of mankind ; but their arguments led to no 
certain conclusions* The result was rather 
wliat they wished, than what they proved, 
^ith respect to the great body of the Jew-^ 
ish nation, the case was but little different. 
A variety of passages may be produced^ 
indeed, from the Bible, which satisfact-orily 
testify, not only that the separate and 
iuture existence of the soul had been from 
the earliest times received as a truth by 
i:lie holy and enhghtened fathers of that 
people, but that a* belief prevailed among 
these favoured few of a re-existence of the 
''body, also^ in another and better condition 
of being} thus, for instance, we find in 
^the very ancient book of Job the following 



avowal of that Patriarch*« conviction oa 
this important point : ^* I know that my; 
*' Redeemer Hveth, and that he shall stand 
'' at the latter day upon the earth ; and 
'^ though after my skin worms shall destroy 
** this body, yet in my Jtesh shall I see 
** God." Again, Isaiah says, *♦ Thy dead 
*^ men shall live ; together with my dead 
** body shall they arise* Awake, and singt 
** ye that dwell in the dust ; for thy dew is 
«< as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall 
'^. cast out her dead/' And lower down in 
the history of the Jews, the Prophet £ze« 
kiel gives this predictive sketch of the 
general resurrection : •* The hand of the 
*^ Lord was upon me, and set me down in 
'^ the midst of a valley which was full of 
^ bones ; and I prophesied as I was com- 
^^ manded ; and as I prophesied,, there was 
^^ a noise, and behold a shaking, and the 
^^ bones came tc^ether, bone to his bone ; 
** and the sinews and the flesh came upon 
<*them, and the skin covered them^ and 
** the breath came into them ; and they 
** lived, and stood upon their feet, an ex^ 
" ceeding great army.*' And, finally, the 
Prophet Daniel delivers this as the positive 
declaration of ** the angel" that *' talked^ 
with him : ** Many," (which in scripture 
language frequently means a/4) *< mtuiy of 
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^^ them that sleep in the dust of the earth 
*^ shs^l awake, some to everlasting life,^ 

and some to shame and everlasting con^ 

tempt. And they that be wise shall 
*^ shine as the brightness of the firmament ; 
'^ and they that turn many to righteous^ 
** ness, as the stars, for ever and ever." 

StilU however, these points of belief were 
wrapped in considerable obscurity, and con- 
fined to the more reflecting class of the 
followers of the law of Moses. The common 
people among them, as we have before 
observed, were " groping in darkness*' 
with regard to this interesting subject ; 
and a large, learned, and powerful sect of 
Jews, the Saddueees^ publicly asserted, 
(and must have impressed multitudes with 
the same opinion,) that ^* there was no re- 
« surrection, neither angels nor spirit;" 
while, though ** the Pharisees confessed 
^^ both," yet zealously occupied in establish- 
iijig <* the traditions of the elders," and 
^^ teaching for doctrines the commandments 
** of men," they had neither leisure nor 
desire to impart these purer speculations to 
the vulgar niind. 

It was under these circumstances, and 
at a period when a thicker darkness was 
daily gathering around eveiy question of a 
spiritual nature, that our blessed Lord- 
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appeared in our benighted world ; drevr 
aside the veil that <ronceaIed the awful 
realities of the invisible state from the 
gaze of mankind } revealed, with elearnessy 
precision, and authority, the doctrines of 
the soul's immortality, and the body's re* 
surrection ; and, by rising himself on the 
thiixl day from the grave^ gave a visible 
proof to his contemporaries of the truth of 
the assertions which he bad made, and of 
the doctrines which he had taught ; and a 
pledge to the succeeding generations of 
mankind, that their bodies, also, should 
not moulder in the earth for ever, but, at 
the sound of the last trumpet, should be 
restored again to being and conscious»iess» 
Repeatedly during hid ministry Christ 
had predicted, in the most unequivocal 
terms, his own resurrection on the third 
day ; and asserted the doctrine, also, of an 
universal deliverance from the thraldom of 
the grave at the end of the world. He 
had foretold to the Chief Priests and the 
Pharisees the former event, for they con- 
fessed it to. Pilate, as we find in the 
twenty-seventh chapter of St. Matthew, 
and sixty«third verse; and he had warned 
his disciples, that *^ he must suffer many 
" things, and be rejected of the elders, 
^' and of the chief priests^ and scribet^ 



" and be killed ; and after three dajrs rlstf 
*^ again." He had pointed to hiraselfi 
also, in his eonreraatiun with Martha, as 
the source of, and the security for, man's 
renewed existence in a future state : " I 
^ am the resurrection and the life,** saith 
the Lord : ,and he had solemnly proclaimed 
to the Jews, after the restoration of the 
infirm man at the pool of Bethesda, ** t^® 
'*• hoiir is coming in the which all that are 
** in the graves shall hear the voice of the 
f' Son of man, and shall come forth.** 
To the multitudes, also, on another occa- 
sion, he had affirmed, that it was •* the 
V will of Kis Father,** every true believer 
in the Son should ** have everlasting life;." 
and had added, '* I will raise him up at 
'• the last day.*' But frequent and striking 
tis these predictions were, the consolatory 
assurances. still wanted the confirmation of 
Jactf to render them subjects of implicit 
belief with those to whom they were deli- 
jvered ; for we find from the temporary 
iucredulity of Christ's disciples, after his 
resurrection, who considered the accounts 
of the woman as " idle tales," that the 
faith even of those who placed the fullest 
.confidence in his " sayings,'* was, io this 
respect, far from being settled. 
• But " now is Christ risen from the dead. 
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** and become the first-fruits of them that 
** slept." The moment that this great 
event took place, full and perfect evidence 
was afforded to the world of the truth of 
Christ's declarations on these important 
points ; sufficiently convincing to dissipate 
the doubts of his companions, and suffi- 
ciently authoritative to silence the calumnies 
of his enemies, and to lead every reason- 
able soul, in succeeding times, to the belief 
and confession that the Gospel which 
Christ had taught contained " the words 
•* of eternal life." 

As so much depended on establishing 
the fact of Christ s resurrection, and on 
defending this fact against every plausible 
objection, so it pleased the wisdom of God 
to afford divers most convincing proofs 
of its actual occurrence. In the chapter 
which furnishes the text, St. Paul has enu- 
merated these proofs for the satisfaction of 
the believers in his own time ; and grounded 
upon them a train of reasoning so lumi- 
nous and forcible, as leaves no excuse for 
mankind in after ages to ** halt between 
" two opinions," with regard to the truth 
of those two great articles of the Christian 
faith, — the past resurrection of Christ, and 
the future resurrection of themselves. 

The Corinthian proselytes, it appears. 
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to whom St. Paul wrote, had been led inta 
the most gross and fatal errors^ by certain 
heretic teachers of the Sadducee school, 
who reasoned, that as there was no resur-; 
rection of the dead, so our blessed Lord 
had not risen from the grave ; and by some 
vain arguers among the gentile philoso- 
phers at Corinth, who, like their brethren 
at Athens, ** mocked'' at the idea of the 
body being again restored to life and con- 
sciousness, after it had been once committed 
to the sepulchre. To counteract the effects 
of this pernicious instruction on the minds 
of the converted Corinthians, was the 
object of St. Paul in the chapter before us; 
in which he first demonstrates the reality 
of Christ's resurrection against the false 
assertions of the Sadducee teachers ; and 
then proceeds to prove the resurrection of 
the whole human race against the ground- 
less objections of the heathen philosophers. 
The Jormer object he effects by a matter-of- 
fact statement ; the latter, . by sound, con- 
vinciug, analogical reasoning. 

He declares to the converts that the truth 
of the gospel, and the hope of salvation, 
rested entirely on the fact of Christ's resur- 
rection ; for if that had not occurred, both 
his own preaching, and their faith, were 
equally vain; that in this case he and his 
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fellow Apostles were *^ false witness^^ of 
** God;" and the converts, and all mankind, 
were yet ** in their sins ;'* unredeemed from 
the guilt of the Fall, and liable to the 
sentence pronounced on the commission of 
the original ofience. The evidence, how* 
ever, to confirm the fact of Christ's resur- 
rection, was, he tells them, of the most 
convincing kind. Almost immediately 
after the event, the Saviour had been seen 
by St. Peter, as was positively affirmed 
•' by the eleven, and them that were 
«* gathered together at Jerusalem,*' who 
declared, *^ the Lord is risen indeed, and 
" hath appeared unto Simon/*^ On the 
evening of the same day, Christ presented 
himself to all the Apostles, *' stood in the 
*' midst, and said unto them, Peace be unto 
** you.'* ** After that he was seen of above 
** 500 brethren at once ; of whom the 
•• greater part" were then living, and 
might be appealed to as witnesses of the 
reality of this bodily appearance. * * After 
'• that he was seen by James,** (the brother 
of our blessed Lord,) *^ and then of all the 
** Apostles,** at the Mount of Olives, on 
his ascension . into heaven. " And last of 
** all,'* adds St. Paul, '* be was seen of me 
^^ also, that am not meet to be called an 
^ Apostle, because I persecuted the Church 
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*' of God;" hy mCf whose prejudides ran 
so strongly against the Gospel faith, . that 
•' 1 verily thought with myself I ought to 
•* do many things contrary to the name of 
•* Jesus of Nazareth ;'* ** to give my voice** 
against the Christians, when they were put 
to death ; " tQ punish them in every syna- 
'* gogue;*' to " compel them to blaspheme;" 
and to " persecute them even unto strange 
* * cities'*— -by me^ who, born in the learned 
^ity of Tarsus, was familiar with all the 
*' vain philosophy,** and " science falsely 
** so called** of the accomplished Greeks; 
and •* brought up at the feet of Gamaliel,'* 
at Jerusalem, was rooted in all the bigotry 
pf the Pharisaical school — by ?we, who 
required a miracle to soften my obdurate 
heart, and clear my darkened vision, **" But 
*^ thanks be to God,'* continues the Apos- 
tle, " I am that I am; and his grace which 
" was bestowed on me,, was not in vain.'* 
Called personally by my Saviour, and fully 
confirmed in the certainty of his resurrec- 
tion, by his glorious appearance, and the 
proofs which I have enumerated to you ; 
Irom a fierce persecutor, I am become an 
earnest preacher of the gospel; testi- 
fying to you, as I did to Agrippa, that 
^* Christ should suffer^" and that he should 
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be *Uhe first that should rise from the 
deed/' 

Having thus established the important 
truth that ** Christ is risen from the dead, and 
** become the first-fruits of them that slept;'' 
a truth, on which, as St. Paul afterwards 
tells the Corinthians, depend all the future 
expectations of man ; the Apostle proceeds 
to deduce from this wonderful occurrence 
the future resurrection of all mankind. In 
opposition to the Sadducee deceivers, he 
shows that as the fall of our race came by 
Adam, so its recovery was effected through 
Jesus Christ ; who, as he descended upon 
earth to destroy ** the last enemy,'' and to 
** bringlifeand immortality to light," would, 
of course, wipe away every trace of death's 
dominion ; rescue all those who were under 
his temporary power ; and bless them with 
a renewed and better existence, when ** time 
•* shall be no more." 

Having thus answered the objections of 
the infidel Jews, he directs his reasoning at 
the scofiings of the gentile philosophers. 
He shews the Corinthian converts, that, so 
far from its being ** a thing incredible 
<< that God should raise the dead," the 
natural world which was before their eyes, 
afforded them many examples of things like 
unto it. The very grain of corn which waa 



156 

cast into the furrow, might be considered 
as a satisfactory illustration of this doctrine 
of Christianity. To all appearance it died 
and perished ; but God gave it a body ; it 
revived under a better form ; vegetated, 
blossomed, and produced ** bread to 
" strengthen man's heart." In a similar 
manner, the human body might well be 
supposed to be capable of a like revival and 
improvement; and that as such an expecta- 
tion was not an unreasonable one, so it 
would actually be confirmed, that our 
present tabernacle of clay would be '* sown 
•* a natural body," but *• raised a spiritual 
" body.'* For, observes St. Paul, we do 
not assert, as the Gentile teachers report of 
us, that the present frail and perisliable 
body will be raised from the grave ; because, 
** flesh and blood cannot inherit the king- 
•* dom of God, neither doth corruption 
** inherit incorruption;" but o^r faith is, 
that '• in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
*• eye, at the last trump Cfor the trumpet 
" shall sound) the dead shall be raised in* 
**^^ corruptible, and we shall be changed;" 
the promises of Christ shall be performed; 
the predictions of the Prophets be fulfilled ; 
" the sea shall give up its dead ; the grave 
** disgorge its prey;" and " death beswal* 
" lowed up in victory/' 
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' From what has been preiDised, it clearly 
appears, I apprehend^ that the desire c^ 
immortality is natural to the. mind of man ; 
that before the promulgation of the Go.^peU 
there was no general assurance enteitained 
by mankind of this desire being gratified ; 
that the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the grave on the third day, (according to 
the darker predictions of the Prophets, and 
jthe clear and frequent declarations of him* 
self) is the great pledge of our own resur- 
rection, and the only foundation on which 
its certainty rests; and that the evidence to 
prove Christ's resurrection, is perfectly con- 
vincing to those who believe the Gospel ; 
- and ought to be entirely satisfactory to every 
rational and considerate mind. 

It is true, indeed, that we have not at 
this day, like the Corinthian converts, living 
witnesses before us, to whom we can apply 
for a direct confirmation of the astonishing 
event ; no apostles and disciples, to whom 
*^ Christ showed himself alive after his 
** passion by many infallible proofs, being 
•• seen of them forty days:'* but we have 
such compleat moral demonstration of the 
positive occurrence of Christs resurrection, 
as would, on any other point, satisfy the 
^ doubts, and engage the belief, of the most 
cautious and hesitating enquirer* We have 
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the word of Eternal Trath pledged to the 
verity of the fact. We have the written 
testimony of Evangelists, minutely detailing 
all its circumstances* Men of holy and 
upright lives, of simple and lowly minds, de- 
scribing to us ** the form and manner*' of 
the thing, without note or comment ; men 
who had no desire or temptation to deceive 
others, and who were too calm and sober- 
minded, to^be deceived themselves* We have 
Apostles of equal integrity and holiness ; 
and one, at least, of high ability and ac- 
quirement, the Apostle St. Paul, asserting 
the same awful truth, and drawing from it 
the finest religious and moral inferences ; 
and we have early church writers of great, 
though inferior authority to the inspired 
^nes, affirming the fact of Christ's resur- 
rection, and testifying the universal belief 
of the contemporary Christians in this 
momentous dispensation of our religion. 
It is utterly impossible, therefore, that any 
shadow of doubt, in this respect, should 
now darken the faith of those who ** name 
**the name of Christ." The unhappy 
unbelievers may still ^' mock" at it, but 
those of bett^ minds, ^nd brighter pros- 
pects, will '^ rejoice and be exceeding glad'* 
in the blessed conviction, that *'now is Christ 
^* risen from the dead, and become the first- 
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** fruits of them that slept* For since by 
^* man came death, by man came also the 
*^ resurrection of the dead. For as in 
** Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all 
'' be madealiye.** 

Let us be careful, however, my fellow- 
cfaristiansy not to deceive ourselves; or 
suppose, for a moment, that the belief alone 
of this weighty point of faith will ensure 
to us a resurrection from the grave, in the 
most happy and glorious meaning of the 
expression* There is ** a resurrection to 
** condemnation,'' as well as to a blessed 
immortality ( and ** when the Son of man 
* 'shall come in his glory,'" and ^' all 
<« nations shall be gathered before him;'* 
to them whose faith has been embodied in 

f>ractice ; whose " good works*' have foU 
owed them to the tomb, and accompanied 
them at their departure from it ; the Saviour 
will say^ " Come, ye blessed of my father, 
** inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
** from the beginning of the world:'* but 
to those whose religion has been limited to 
mere profession, to formal lip-service, or 
outward sanctity ; and to those whose hours 
have been wasted in sin or folly ; whose 
thoughts have been devoted to the world 
and its pursuits ; his stunning words will 
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be;, " Depart from me, ye cursed, into 
** everlasting fire, prepared for the devil 
** and his angeU/' 

It was this view of tho absolute neces- 
sity of vital rehgion, of a life of piety 
and moral virtue, and of its unspeakabb 
influence upon the future happiness of man- 
kind; that led the Apostle Paul, at the 
conclusion of the magnificent chapter which 
we have been considering, to press upOn 
the converts, to whom he addressed himselft 
that solemn and earnest injunction with 
which it ends; an injunction applicable 
not only to the Corinthian christians, but 
to every believer to the end of time ; an 
injunction to be listened to and obeved by 
myself, by my hearers, and by all who 
hope for salvation through Jesus Christ 
our Lord I ** Therefore, my beloved 
** brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable^ 
** always abounding in the work of the 
'* Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your 
*' labour is not in vain in the Lord/' 



DISCOURSE XXI. 



Jj^ttftim. THE COMMISSION TO THE 
APOSTLES TO PREACH THE 

GOSPEL. 

The Establisbicent of the Gospbi. in the 
World. Its eventual UNivERSALiTr. The 
Church of Rome. The Church of EnolaiO).' 



jiATTHEW xxviiL 10, 20/ 

Go yey therefore^ and teach all nationsy bc^izing 
them in the name of the Father^ and of Me Son^ 

. €uiid of the Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe 

: all things whatsoever I have commanded you. 

. Andy la ! I am with you altoayy even unto the 
end qf the world. Amen. 

THERE is nothing more extraordi- 
nary in the history of mankind, 
nothing which bears more visibly on its 
front the marks of the Divine interference, 
and the especial blessing of God, than the 
original establishment and the rapid dif- 
fusion of the Christian religion. 
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' Most other great events wliich hav^ 
shaken the frame, or altered the appearatice, 
of human society, can be accounted for by 
the operation oi second causes. Pre\ious 
favourable circumstances have obviously 
prepared the way for their occurrence; and 
the sagacious and reflecting mind easily 
perceives that such events were the proba- 
ble, or rather necessary, consequences of 
what bad preceded them. 

With respect, however, to the speedy 
and general diffusion of our most holy 
faith amongst mankind, every previous and 
fisting circumstance was such as threat- 
ened rather to crush than to encourage the 
newly^born. religion. It had to struggle 
with the bigotry of the Jew, and the pre- 
judices of the Gentile ; against principal 
lities and powers ; against the rulers of the 
world, and the regulators of popular opi- 
nion ; against enemies of ev^iy description, 
and obstacles on every quarter ; and yet, 
in defiance of these adversaries, and in 
despite of these difficulties, the religion of 
Jesus Christ, planted by the hand of God, 
instantly took root ; and, by the preaching 
of the Apostles, and the blessing of the Sa- 
viour, grew, and throve, and blossomed 
|;>eaut'ifully, and bore fruit abundantly. 
^Vlike the palm-tree^ it flourished by pres- 
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'^ sure, and grew glorious by opp6sitionJ 
^* It filled the lands, and covered the bills 
^^ with its shadow : it stretched out its 
^' branches unto the sea^ and its boughs 
^' unto the river/* In a short number of 
years Christianity spread itself over the 
most polished nations of antiquity; and 
after bearing high its head, and maintain- 
ing its majesty, for eighteen centuries, aU 
the civilized nations of the world at this 
very moment sit beneath its shade. 

That " this counsel aiid this work" are 
** of God,*' no reasonable mind can enter- 
tain a doubt ; for when we compare the 
result with any human means of producing 
it, and when we consider how insufficient, 
to all human appearances, the instrument 
were which actually effected it; blind, indeed^ 
and obdurate, must we be, not to perceive 
and acknowledge that the Divine Wisdom 
alone could direct, and the Divine Power 
execute, the astonishing scheme. *' Twelve 
*• men of obscure and poor birth,*' says 
the excellent Jeremy Taylor, alluding to 
the Apostles, *' of contemptible trades and 
^^ quality, without learning and without 
** breeding, were sent into the midst of a 
^* knowing and wise world, to dispute with 
*^ the most famous philosophers of Greece, 
V to out-wit all the learning of Athens, to 
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^^ out-preach all the orators of Rome ; to 
*^ introduce into a newly-settled empire, 
** which would be impatient of novelties and 
** change, such a change as must destroy 
^' all their temples^ or remove from them 
** all their gods ; to overturn that reli- 
** gion under which their fathers long did 
*' prosper^ for a religion which (in appear- 
** ance) was silly and humble, meek and 
^* peaceable ; not apt, indeed, to do harm, 
** but exposing men to all the harm in the 
*^ world; abating their courage, blunting 
** their swords, teaching peace and quiet- 
ness, making the soldier's arms in a man- 
ner useless, and untying the military 
** girdle; — ^a religion that gave countenance 
** to the poor and pitiful ; a religion that 
** would change the face of things, and 
^ would also pierce into the secrets of tlie 
** soul, and unravel all the intrigues of the 
'' heart, and reform all vile manners, and 
^^breakj evil habits into gentleness and 
*^ counsel: That such a religion, in such a 
*^ time, preached by such persons, should 
** triumph over the philosopny of the world, 
'*and the arguments of the subtle, and 
** the sermons of the eloquent, and the 
<« power of princes, and the interests of 
^ states, and the inclinations of nature, and 
^* the blindness of zeal, and the force of 
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*' euBtom> and the busy arts of the devil; thtit 
*^ ig, against wit, and power, and money, 
'* and religion, and wilfulness, and fame, 
and empire, which are all the things in the 
world that can make a thing impossible ; 
*' this, I say, could not be by the proper 
** force of such" weak and few instruments, 
as the Apostles, ^^ for no man can span 
" heaven with an infant's palm, nor govern 
n wise and mighty empires with diagranui/' 
No, my brethren, it had been ordained 
of old, in the counsels of the Almighty, 
and predicted by his Prophets, that, in 
God*s own appointed time, the Saviour of 
man should appear in the world, for the 
salvation of sinners, and for the establish- 
ment of a pure, spiritual, and universal reli- 
gion ; and that this faith, sealed by the 
blood of Christ, and ratified by his resur- 
rection, should *'go out into all lands, and 
*' its words unto the ends of the earth ;" 
and it was the promise of the Saviour to 
those whom he commissioned to preach this 
religion, after his ascension into heaven, 
that his grace and might should assist them 
in the work : ^^ Behold ! I am with you 
" alway, even unto the end of the world/* 
It is no marvel, therefore, that '* the Word 
V of God mightily grew and prevaifed*' 
(Mm the moment of its promulgation ^ for' 
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Omnipotence overshadowed it with his 
wings ; Omniscience directed it by his 
fipirit ; its outset was accompanied by the 
divine blessing ; ** the glory of the Lord,'* 
displayed in marvels, signs, and wonders, 
was its " rere-ward," and the associate of 
its CAREER ; and hallelujahs and thanks*> 
givings to God, the sanctification and sal- 
vation of man, will be the companions of 
its RETURN to the Almighty Being from 
whom it proceeded ; for thus saith the Most 
High: '* As the rain cometh down, and 
** the snow from heaven, and returneth not 
** thither, but watereth the earth, and 
" raaketh it bring forth and bud, that it 
** may give seed to the sower, and bread 
** to the eater ; so shall my word be, that 
" goeth forth out of my mouth. It shall not 
*• return unto me Void, but it shall accom- 
^' plish that which I please; and it shall 
•• prosper in the thing whereto I send it." 

Nor should . it seem to be a matter of 
doubt, that, as the religion of Jesus Christ 
was so quickly established and speedily ex- 
tended by the preaching of the Apostles, 
*' the Lord working with them, and con- 
" firming the word with signs following ;" 
so it will eventually be universal upoii 
earth, and that^ Before ** the end of all 
*' things-' shall " cnnje,** the various kin- 
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dreds, and nations, and tongues of the 
vrorld will be enlisted under the banner of 
the Cros^ ; and the Israelitei shaking the 
veil from his face, and the Pagan, putting 
away his false gods, will form, with the 
believers, ** one fold under one shepherd, 
« Jesus Christ the Lord/' 

To this blessed event, indeed, ^' give all 
** the Prophets witness," from the earliest 
dawn of inspiration, to the period when in- 
spiration finally ceased, in the Revelations 
of St. John. 

Abraham, with the eye of faith, " saw 
•* the day" of its accomplishment, " and 
<< was glad;" confidently depending upon 
the divine promise, that in his ^'seed" 
*^ ALL the families of the earth" should 
** be blessed." David, enlightened by the 
Holy Spirit, contemplated, through the 
obscurity of many intervening Centuries, 
the universal triumph of ** the Lord's 
*' Christ" in the latter days; and hailed 
the glorious period when '* all the Hea- 
** then" should be his " inheritance," and 
** the utmost parts of the earth his pos* 
^' session." And Isaiah, to whom the 
future fortunes of Christ's church were 
unfolded with still greater clearness, pre- 
dicted, in the nK)st precise and glowing 
terms^ the gene;ral spread of the pure and 
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undefiiled religion of the Gospel before the 
consummation of all things : ** And it shall 
''come to pass," says he, *' in the last. 
*' days, that the mountain of the Lord's 
'* house shal( be established in the top of 
*^ the mountains, and shall be exalted upon 
*^ the hills ; and all nations shall flow 
" unto it/* ** For the earth shall be 
•* FULL of the knowledge of the Lord, as 
** the waters cover the sea." The same 
sublime promise, that *^ all flesh shall 
^' see the salvation of God," is repeated in 
the New Testament, heightened in its splen- 
dour by additional circumstances of glory; 
and more strongly authenticated (if it be 
possible) by the express declaration of the 
Kedeemer himself, and by the voice of the 
Most High, speaking by the last of his 
prophets. '• This gospel," says our Sa* 
viour, '^ shall be preached in all the 
*• WORLD, for a witness to all nations ; 
" and then shall the end come." ** And I 
*' heard a great voice out of heaven," says 
St. John, *^ saying. Behold the tabernacle 
*' of God is with man ; and he will dwell 
** with them, and be their God." *^ And 
** the kingdoms of this world are become 
** the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
** Christ ; and he shall reign for ever and 
" ever." 

H 2 
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This view of the eventual spread of the 
Christian faith over the whole face of the 
earth is as consolatory as it is magnificent. 
To the serious Christian, zealous for the 
glory of God and **|his Christ," and yearn- 
ing for the salvation of his fellow-creatures, ' 
the prospect of the universal dominion of 
the Gospel, and of the blessed consequences 
which its sincere belief and practice will 
produce, lies as a balmy cordial at his' 
heart ; and amid the rude wreck of piety, 
virtue, and order, by which he is sur- 
rounded, cheers his spirit with the com- 
forting assurance, that the happy period is 
certainly, though silently, approaeJiing, 
uhen darkness shall be turned into light ; 
sin be vanquished by grace ; and error be 
overcome by the power of divine truth. 
While he looks forward to this sure victory 
of Him who is gone forth " conquering^ 
,*' and to conquer," the best affections of 
his regenerated heart find their most de- 
lightful exercise. Humanity and bene- 
volence glow at the thought of that 
blessed change in the character of man- 
kind, when, made wise by the truth of the 
Gospel, they will see and understand their 
dearest interests, and pursue their only real 
and enduring happiness. Faith " rejoices 
«^ with a joy unspeakable'' at the sublime 
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prospect of a converted world striving for 
her blessings, privileges, and rewards. Hop§ 
exults ill the eventual fruition of her most 
holy wish, that " all flesh may be saved;'* 
and Charity kindles at the vision of aa 
earth, which shall be the abode of love, 
peace, and " joy in the Holy Ghost ;'* 
and whose inhabitants shall " dwell toge*- 
** ther'* like brethren " in unity." 

Known unto God alone are the times 
and seasons when this final cpnquest of 
the religion of Jesus over ignorance and 
sin, over passion and prejudice, supersti- 
tion and bigotry, shall take place. Many 
ages may roll on, and numerous genera- 
tions be swept away, (for with God a thou- 
sand years are but as a single day,) before 
the world shall witness this blessed con- 
summation ; but we have the ** sure word 
** of prophecy" that it will occur ; and we 
may humbly hope, without incurring the 
charge of spiritual pride, vain conceit, or 
wild enthusiasm, that our own country.may 
be used as an instrument in the hand of 
God for accelerating, or at least assisting, 
its accomplishment 

We see the mind of the nation, as it 
were, intent al this very moment upon the 
great work. Societies are in action, esta- 
blishments have been formed, missions 
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have gone forth^ and indivi Juals are busied^ 
for spreading the light of the Gospel 
through the world. Our own Church, 
taking the lead in this ** labour of love,'^ 
has her ministers in every foreign land, pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge, through 
the medium of ** the Word of God,** a 
duly-constituted Priesthood, and her own 
scriptural Prayer-Bopk ; and teaching her 
own faith, " which is built upon the foun« 
** dation of the Apostles and Prophets, 
'* Jesus Christ himself being the chief cor- 
•• ner-stone :" while the Bible, through 
additional channels, finds its way into the 
remotest comers, shedding light and life on 
the regions of ** the shadow of death ;** 
and gently inviting into the religion of 
Christ, Jew and Gentile, savage and ido- 
later ; those who ha^^e not hitherto known 
the true God, acknowledged his Everlasting 
Son, or *' heard whether there be any Holy 
•* Ghost.** 

It is true, that, mixed up with this earnest 
desire and these strenuous endeavours to 
evangelize the nations, there are occa- 
sionally found ^* s^eal without knowledge/* 
mistaken views, and injudigious methods ; 
some leaven of that imperfection which 
marks every endeavour of man, after a great 
and general good, fiut still the holy work 
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proceeds ; and the very errors in its prdgresd 
nave the salutary consequence of warning 
the labourers in this service of Christian 
charity to pursue it with disinterested 
motives, by ingenuous means, and in a 
sober single spirit; to aim at real, and 
not to be satisfied with nominal conversion ; 
and to strive to imitate, though at an 
humble distance, the example of the Apos- 
ties of Jesus ; who not only baptized the 
converts " in the name of the Father, and 
♦* of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ;" 
but preached to them '* repentance for the 
•* remission of sins;*' taught them to 
^* observe all things whatsoever Christ had 
^^ commanded them ;'' and made holiness, 
virtue, and morality, the only outward 
proofs of their having become ** new crea- 
*• tures" in Jesus Christ. 

That such was the manner in which the 
Apostles fulfilled the commission they were 
charged with by their Divine Master, ia 
evident from all the accounts in the inte- 
resting book of their " Acts.** We there 
find that these inspired men were ** instant 
** in season and out of season," in the work 
of their ministry ; labouring night and day 
in the spreading of the Gospel; braving 
enemies ; encountering dangers; despising 
threats ; enduring privations ; and submit- 
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ting to persecutions, in their endeavours to 
bring their countrymen to "a better mind;*' 
and to lead the Gentiles into the fold of 
Christ. But they did all this in the spirit 
of wisdom as well as meekness; they were 
zealous, but sober-minded ; they were fer- 
vent, but reasonable ; they ^* drew with the 
'' cords of love, and the bands of a man ;" 
though " wise as serpents, they were harm- 
*^ less as doves." Irreproachable in their 
lives, and christian-like in their behaviour, 
they were " ensamples" to the flocks 
which they taught ; and holding out a 
pattern of practical piety themselves, they 
exemplified those graces in their own per^ 
sons which they insisted on in the characters 
of all who '' named the name of Christ." 
Conducted in this calm, and mild, and 
reasonable way, and aided by the co-ope- 
rating might of Jesus Christ, the effects 
of the ministry of the Apostles were as 
rapid as they were glorious and wonderful. 
Thousands were converted by a single 
preaching of one of these divinely commis- 
sioned men. The church daily and largely 
increased in the number of its members ; 
and the new believers, morally improved 
as well as spirituality edified, *' walking in 
*^ the fear of God, and in the comfort of 
*^ the Holy Ghost^ were multiplied.'^ 
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This beautiful scene, indeed, of the 
progress of real and heartfelt conversion 
to the religion of Christ did not continue 
long unclouded. After the establishment 
of the Christian faith, and the departure 
of the Apostles from the world, the visible 
aid from heaven in its behalf was with- 
drawn ; and, though guarded by the unseen 
special providence of Godj and the fever- 
watchful spirit of Christ, it was committed, 
in a great degree, to the reason, common 
sense, and good feelings of mankind, (to all 
of which it addresses itself,) to be main- 
tained and propagated by the ordinary 
means and powers of human agency. From 
this moment man's passions, prejudices^ 
and interests, were mingled with the reli- 
gion of the Cross. Ambition and bigotry 
soon infused themselves into the members of 
the Church. In a few centuries the Bishop 
of Rome lorded himself over his brethren; 
and claimed and exercised a power, both 
temporal and spiritual, utterly inconsistent 
with the spirit and letter of the Gospel, 
and subversive equally of the present and 
future happiness of mankind. The busi- 
ness of conversion, however, and of pro- 
pagating. Christianity, by no means ceased) 
but it was Christianity despoiled of all her 
native simplicity and beauty^ which the 
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propa^tors taught ; and thetr manner of 
teaching proved that the instructors knew 
'not •• the spirit" of the reh'gion they incuU 
cated. Force supplied the place of ^r- 
suasion. Men were compelled to come in ; 
whilst the civil magistrate unsheathed the 
sword, and the ecclesiastical power piled 
up the faggot, to terrify, where they could 
not delude ; aYid to inflict unjust punish- 
ment, where they could not work conviction. 
The religion of the state, it is true, gained 
many nominal converts by these means ; 
biit proceedings so contrary to the meaning 
and design of the Gospel could not possibly 
secure a single sincere and rational believer 
in it. 

To all human calculation it would seem, 
that the Gospel of Christ must have sunk 
under the mass of con*uptions which wa& 
thus laid upon it by the Church of Rome ; 
and that the world would be plunged once 
more into utter spiritual darkness ^ but the 
Christian faith was originally *^ founded on 
" a rock," and it had the Saviour*s pro- 
mi^e^ that ^' the gates of hell should not 
^' pjrevail against it." During the time of 
her greatest obscuration, the Church of 
Christ had still her lamp burning, though 
in secret. ** A little flock" maintained the 
true faith in the midst of almost universal 
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error; and occasbnal ^'witnesses'' of it 
had the boldness, to speak to the people 
** the words of eternal life." 

It was not, however, till the fifteenth 
eentury that the blaze of dirine truth 
bui'st forth again upon the world in all but 
its original brightness ; and put to public 
shame the gross delusions, unscriptural doc- 
trines, and unholy practices, with which 
the Church of Rome had disfigured the 
fair form of primitive Christianity. The 
Reformation, (which commenced in Ger- 
many, and was shortly after adopted in our 
own land, ) cleansing and purging the na- 
tional faith from all the impurities with 
which it had been polluted, gave again, to 
this favoured people, the religion which the 
Saviour taught, and his Apostles preached, 
** the faith oHce Jbr all delivered to the 
** Saints." A class of men of equal piety, 
simplicity, and learning, were raised up by 
Providence for the holy purpose; who, 
clad in ** the whole armour of God,'' 
^* the breast-plate of righteousness," ^' the 
'* shield of faith," *^ the helmet of salva- 
•• tion," and *' the sword of the Spirit,'^ 
opposed themselves to the tyranny of Anti- 
christ ; and, drawing their knowledge, 
strength, and confidence, from Holy Scrip* 
ture. alone; pursuing their way through 
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evil report and gobd report, tKrough diffi- 
culty, danger, and death ; at length ^' tri« 
umphed gloriously" over the grand apostacy 
from Christ, which, till then, had been 
nearly universal in our country ; and esta- 
blished that Church, which has long been 
oiir blessing and our boast. 

To these holy and wise Reformers, and 
their immediate successors, are we indebted^ 
also, for that incomparable volume of devo- 
tion, our Book of Common Prayer ; 
formed, for the most part, from Scripture 
itself, and breathing throughout the spirit 
of deep devotion and rational piety ; filled 
with services beautiful, affecting, and sub- 
lime, touching the heart while they en- 
lighten the mind; adapted to all conditions 
of persons, and' to all circumstances of 
human life; and couched in a welKknown 
tongue, and in intelligible, scriptural lan- 
guage, enabling us ^^ to pray with the 
" understanding," as well as " with the 
*' spirit/* 

Nor do our obligations to the Fathers of 
our Church cease with these inestimable 
gifts ; for by their exertions, and the bless- 
ing of Heaven upon them, a purified and 
duly-commissioned Priesthood was given 
for the ministration of the Word : men 
who, even their enemies will allow^ are» 
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generally speaking, of sound learning and 
exemplary lives, qualified to fulfil the duties 
of their office, and competent to " give to 
*^ every man that asketh them, a reason of 
" the hope that is in them." 

To a Church thus founded and thus 
supplied, it is no mark of bigotry to be 
warmly and steadily attached; for although 
from the necessary ^imperfection of every 
thing human, it cannot claim for itself the 
exalted character of ** a glorious church, 
** not having spot or wrinkle, or any such 
** thing,*' but ** holy and without blemish;" 
yet its conformity with apostolical doctrine, 
and its approach to apostolical simplicity, 
demand from its members every feeling of 
respect, regard, and fidelity; every proper 
avowal of allegiance to its cause ; and every 
allowable exertion in its defence. 

But in this, as in every other case, feel- 
ing should be regulated by duty. Our zeal 
for the Church must not be without cha^ 
rity ; nor may our attachment to it confine 
itself to mere profession. We must love 
and cleave to our own excellent established 
faith, without disliking or despising those 
who " worship God after the manner of 
•' their fathers," for " to their own master" 
they will stand or fall ; and we must show 
ourselves to be its true and faithful mem- 
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bers by those visible evidences of inward 
grace and outward holiness which marked 
the behaviour of the sincere converts to 
apostolical pi*eaching,— by •* walking worthy 
** of the vocation wherewith we are called, 
*' with all lowliness and meekness ; with 
** long-suffering, forbearing . one another 
" in love ; endeavouring to keep the unity 
*' of the Spirit in the bond of peaceJ 
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DISCOURSE XXII. 



^Ulliert. THE EFFUSION OF THE 

HOLY SPIRIT. 

I 

The Weakness and Insufficiency of tub 
Natural Man. The Operation of the 
Holy Spirit, extraordinary and ordi- 
nary. Moral Inferences. 
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And they were aU fiUed with the Holy Ghost : and 
began to apeak in other tongues^ eta the Spirit gave 
t/iem utterance. 

IT requires no deep knowledge of the 
human mind to be convinced that 
fallen man, if left entirely to his own powera 
and resources, would be utterly insufficient 
to effect any thing purely good, or really 
great. 

This truth does not require the authority 
of Revelation to ratify it ; for it is unde- 
niably established by universal experience* 
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We all feel that our passions are naturally 
so strong, and our judgment so weak; our 
estimates so erroneous, and our principles 
so unsteady; our motives, at best, so mixed, 
and too frequently so leavened by the sug- 
gestions of self*interest ; as must compel 
every thinking and candid man to acknow- 
ledge that no human action can ever ap- 
proach to the character of an excellent one, 
unless its sources have been purified by the 
secret operation of the Holy Spirit ; and 
its performance regulated by the divine 
commands. 

Should the pride of the human heart, 
however, refuse to admit this humbling 
fact, the Word of God is strong and deci- 
cive in confirming it ; and declarations 
occur in every part of the Bible» (as well as 
examples to illustrate them,) of the moral 
weakness, darkness, and insufficiency of the 
natural unassisted man. 

Scripture, alluding to our fallen state, 
tells us that we are *' wretched, and misera- 
'^ble, and poor, and blind, and naked;'' 
it tells us that '* the God of this world hath 
" blinded our minds ;** that ** we walk on 
** in darkness;'' that " we have inlierited 
*• lies,, vanity, % and things wherein there is 
*• no profit ;" that our ** way is folly ;" 
that ^'judgment is far froixi us^ neither^ 
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** doth justice overtake us;** that *• we 
•*, wait for light, but behold obscurity ; for 
*' brightness, but we walk in darkness ;*' 
that '* we grope for the wall like the blind ; 
** and we grope as if we had no eyes;** 
that * * we stumble at the noon-day, as in 
" the night ;'* that " we are all as an un- 
" clean thing ;** and that " it is not in man 
*^ that walketh. to direct his steps." 

Together with these humiliating views, 
however, of man's defects and deficiencies, 
so well calculated to extinguish all *' pride 
" of heart,** and to make us " lowly" in 
our own eyes; the Word of God is full, also, 
of declarations consolatory, encouraging, 
and animating ; and of promises and as- 
surances of the divine assistance, to enable 
us to become both good and great — to 
enable us to rise superior to the weakness 
and degradation of our nature ; to invest 
ourselves with true dignity of character ; 
to " put on the garment of righteousness,** 
and be resplendent iu ** the beauty of holi- 
** ness ;** and even while we are sojourners 
in a world of sin and imperfection^ to keep 
ourselves ** unspotted** from its pollutions ; 
unharmed by its temptations ; and uncon* 
quered by its trials, afflictions, and perse« 
cutions. '* I will pray the Father,*' saith 
our blessed Lord, ^* and he shall give you 
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'' another comfotter, that he may abide in 
** you for ever : even the Spirit of Truth/* 
'* Ye are washed ; ye are justified ; ye are 
'< sanctified ;*' saith St. Paul, '< in the 
** name of the Lord Jesua, and by the 
^* Spirit of God." ** Ye have purified 
^' your souls, in obeying the truth wrough 
" the Spirit." " Likewise the Spirit also 
** helpeth our infirmities ;* writes the same 
Apostle to the Ephesians; and adds, in 
another Epistle, '* where the Spirit of the 
^' Lord is, there is liberty/* And finally, 
Jesus Christ, before he quitted the scene 
of his painful ministry, left this consoling 
pledge to all his faithful disciples : *' These 
^^ things have I spoken unto you, that in 
** me ye might have peace. In the world 
^* ye shall have tribulation ; but be of 
** good cheer, 1 have overcome the world." 
Of the performance of which promise the 
Apostle John reminds the converts, when 
he tells them, ** greater is he that is in you, 
** than he that is in the world." 

There is no doctrine, indeed, more 
clearly, fully, or repeatedly revealed in 
Scripture, than that of the operation of 
the Holy Spirit upon the humble and sin- 
cere Christian ; renewing his soul ; sancti- 
fying and purifying his heart; assisting him 
in the performance of his duty; supporting 
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him in his time of need ; comforting him 
amid bis sorrows and misfortunes; and 
strengthening him against the approach, 
and under the inevitable stroke^ of ** the 
'*' last enemy/' But it is melancholy to 
add, that there is no doctrine more mis- 
taken or perverted than this most comfort- 
able revelation. 

To some amoiig the multitude of those 
who ^' name the name of Christ," and who 
hold high opinions of the dignity qflmman 
nature^ this doctrine appears to be neither 
more nor less than extravagant enthusiasm. 
They are not, indeed, like those early pro- 
fessors of the Christian faith who had 
•• never heard whether there be any Holy 
" Ghost," but having heard, they disbe- 
lieve ; and, in the very face of scripture 
and universal experience are bold to affirm, 
that the secret infusions of the Spirit 
into the soul, and its silent suggestions to 
the will, are unnecessary encroachments on 
the prerogatives of rfioson ; which in itself 
are all-sufficient to indicate and direct what 
is right to be done, and to a£fbrd the ability 
for its performance. They consider these 
spiritual operations as despoiling human 
actions of all their merit ; and as making 
the noble creature man rather a passive 
machine than a voluntary agent. 
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On the other- hand, there are many be- 
lievers who fly off into the opposite extreme 
with respect to this important doctrine. 
Making no distinction between the extra- 
ordinary and ordinary operations of the 
Holy Spirit, which the Scriptures so clearly 
and frequently distinguish from each other. 
They maintain the actual occurrence of his 
visible and personal agency, even in the 
present advanced age of the world. They 
speak of experiencing his sudden illapse, 
and permanent in-dwelling. They speak 
of his taking the soul, as it were, by storm ; 
and proving his residence within it by such 
strong iniernalJeelingseLa cannot be mistaken. 
They speak of his monitions, suggestions, 
and compulsory directions, on the most 
trivial, and often on the most improper, 
occasions ; and what, perhaps, is still worse, 
(as it strikes at the very root of Christian 
charity,) conceiving themselves to be ** full 
*^ of the Spirit,'' and, consequently, more 
enlightened and highly gifted than their less 
favoured brethren, they hold the language 
of the ancient bigot, *' stand apart, for I 
** am holier than thou," towards all those 
whose religious opinions differ from their 



own. 



That these opposite notions are adverse, 
in an equal degree, tp truth and scripture, 
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v^ill, perhaps, appear by considering mote 
particularly the doctrine in question ; and 
by endeavouring to explain^ as far as the 
Bible affords us light upon the subject, 
first, the extraordinary^ and secondly the 
ordinary i operations of the Holy Spirit on 
the soul of man. 

The great purpose of the divine good- 
ness, after the fall and corruption of human 
nature in the person of Adam, was, the 
recovery, restoration, and salvation, of the 
sinful race, through the mediation, merits, 
and atonement of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
To this great object were directed all the 
arrangements of God's providence, and all 
his dispensations and revelations ; the va- 
rious manifestations which he vouchsafed of 
himself, and the frequent visible exertions 
of his Almighty power ; the peculiar insti- 
tutions of the Mosaical economy, and the 
singular events of the Jewish history ; the 
supernatural light which he afforded to 
tbe Prophets ; and the special assistance, 
and more than moital gifts, which he show- 
ered down upon certain chosen individuals, 
whom he had appointed, at different times, 
to fulfil some particular purpose of his hea- 
venly will. 

Instances of these miraculous communi- 
catipns of tbe Holy Spirit on such especiaj 
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occasions, ot^uY in the Old Testament with 
endless repetitions. The light which shone 
upon the dying hour of some of the Patri« 
archs was of this description. The illumi- 
nation which filled the souls of the ancient 
Prophets was of the same nature. The qua- 
lifications bestowed on the seveiUy Elders,, 
to judj^e the congfe*egation of Israel, came 
immediately and notoriously from heaven. 
The ability with which Joshua was endowed, 
to supply the place and fulfil the offices of 
his great pred^essor Moses, was from the 
same eternal source of spiritual strength. 
The remarkable prophecies of Balaam, so 
contrary to his own wish and intention, 
came undeniably through the operation of 
the Holy Ghost ; and the assistance afforded 
to Jerubabel and his companions, in re<^ 
storing the Jewish state, (a;i is related in 
the books of some of the later Prophets,) 
was evidently a work of *' the self^sauie. 
- Spirit.'' 

In the New Testament, also, we find 
numberless striking instances of the sen* 
sible communication of the Holy Spirit, ta 
further the merciful designs of God in esta«? 
blishing tlie Gospel, and calling mankind 
€0 partake of its blessings. Such, for 
example, are the descent of the Holy 
Ghost, mentioned in our text; the.gi^l 
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from heaven, cou&rred on the Apostles by 
our Saviour, of a ** mouth and wisdom/' 
which all their adversaries were not able 
to gainsay or resist; the power instilled 
into St. Stephen, in disputing with the 
synagogue of the libertines, and the sop- 
port afforded him under his martyrdom^ 
the communication of the Holy Spirit, ** by 
^' the laying on of the hands of the Apos* 
^' ties ;*' the Spirit directing the ministra- 
tions of Philip, and Barnabas, and. Paul, 
narrated in the eighth and thirteenth chap- 
ters of Acts; his peculiar operations la 
the ministry of the last-named Apostle, 
described throughout the greater pait of 
the same book; and the direct inspiratioa 
of all the sacred writers by the Holy 
Ghost, that they might be competent his* 
torians of all the events connected with the^ 
Church of Ciirist, and the infallible exf- 
pounders of divine truth. 

Among the numerous instances, however, 
of the extraordinary communication of the 
Holy Ghost recorded in the Scriptures, the 
most illustrious and wonderful is his descent 
upon the Apostles on the day of Pentecost, 
— illustrious, from the visible and sensible 
accompaniments of the '' cloven tongues, 
*' as of fire,'* and the supernatural '* sound, 
•• as of a rushing mighty wind }"-r-and 
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t^onderful, from the ef&ets produced upon 
tlie objects of this vintation ; the instan- 
taneous faculty of speaking in various 
languages wfaidb they had never learned ; 
and the sudden change effected in their 
minds, converting them at once from timid, 
'dispirited, and prejudiced men, into fearless 
preachers of the Gospel, and undaunted 
advocates of the holy Jesus and his divine 
religion ; and giving them an immediate 
^rception of the grand scheme of redemp- 
tion through him in all its bearings, so 
completely opposite to the confined and 
secular views which they had hitherto enr 
tertained of the extent, nature, and inten- 
tion of the ChHstian system* 

It is no marvel that the innumerable 
.crowdis gathered together at Jerusalem, at 
this high and solemn feast, should be 
** confounded*' at what they saw and heard 
on this memorable occasion, for the cir- 
Gumstances of it had never been paralleled 
in the history of the world. No prophet 
or inspired servant of God had hitherto 
been distinguifilhed by such stupendous 
gifts of the Holy Ghost ; nor had Jesus 
Christ himself thought fit to exercise so 
miraculous a faculty as ^' speaking in all 
'^ languages" during his ministry upon 
earth. 
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The dispensation had» indeed » been pre« 
dieted by Joel, as about to take place ** in 
^* the last days;" but little did ^' the men 
*^ of Judea, and all them who dwelt at Jeru- 
*^ salem,'' imagine that the prophecy would 
be accomplished in the mean and unlet-- 
tered followers of the humble, crucified 
Jesns ; of him who had been ** despised 
*' and rejected of men," buffeted and de*- 
rided, spit upon and scourged ; and who 
had closed the scene of his sorrows by 
suffering the death of a malefactor. The 
effect, therefore, of this astonishing opera- 
tion of the Holy Ghost was proportioned 
to the singularity of the occurrence., Peter, 
under the influence of *^ the self-same 
** Spirit," immediately •* stood up with 
•* the 'eleven," and, in a discourse which 
•• pricked'* his hearers ** in their hearts," 
explained the marvellous transactions before 
their eyes, and the purposes for which the 
miracle had been wrought ; proved to them 
how it confiimed the divine character of 
that ** Jesus of Nazareth" whom they had 
** crucified," and the truth of his gospel ; 
and wrought so general a conviction on the 
minds of the multitude, by the foixe of his 
inspired reasoning, that *' the same day 
*• there were added" to the infant church 
of Christ *' about three thousand souls," 
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These, and numerous other instances 
related in the Bible, are examples of the 
extraordinary operations of the Holy 
Ghost on the minds and facidties of human 
beings, distinguished, by the most obvious 
marks, from his ord&nary influences ; and 
not to be mistaken or confounded with the 
latter by any person of real piety or sound 
understanding. 

They were, in the first place, particular^ 
and not general: thus Moses, the Prophets, 
David, and other ancient men of God, were 
miraculously endowed ; but not the people 
to whom they spake, or for whom they wrote« 

They were, in the second place, occa- 
sionaly and not permanent: thus Balaam 
was " filled with the Spirit," when he 
blessed the camp of Israel ; and Saul, when 
he was '' found among the prophets;" 
though it appears, from their prior and 
gtibsequent history, that the holy influence 
did not make a constant abiding with them* 

They were» in the third place, distin^ 
guishable by those on whom they were con* 
ferred, and known at the time not to be the 
natural workings of their own minds ; thus 
St. Paul, in more instances than one, makee 
a difference between what was immediately 
imparted to him by the Lord, and what his 
own wisdom and' experience su^ested to 
him* 
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Finally, theae extraordinary communica- 
tions of the Holy Spirit were bestowed, not 
to accomplish any light, trifling, or personal 
object, but to obtain some high and special, 
some great, important, and unlimited end ; 
to promote the general glory of God, and 
to further the universal salvation of man^ 
kind : thus, the bigotry and prejudices of 
«St« Peter and his brother Apostles were 
changed, by the operation of the Holy 
Ghost, in the affair of Cornelius, into a 
conviction of the impartial and all-compre- 
hensive design of the Christian dispensation ; 
teaching them that nothing is ** common 
*< or unclean'^ in the sight of God, and 
that the great Father of mankind is " no 
^^ respecter of persons:" thus, the unholy 
zeal and persecuting spirit of Saul were, in 
a moment, converted, by a vision of glory 
^nd a voice from heaven, into an ardent 
love of Christ, and a tender yearning for 
the salvation of all his brethren in the flesh : 
end thus the Apostles, on the day of Pen- 
tecost, by a visible descent of the Holy 
Spirit upon them, were at once qualified to 
eneet that important object, for which they 
were set apart from the rest of mankind,—* 
the teaching ** of all nations in the name of 
'* the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy 
M Ghost j" and carrying the " sound" of 
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the Gospel ^^ into all lands ;'* and its doc« 
ttines and precq>ts» its threatening and 
promises, ** unto the ends of the world/* 

From these remarks on the nature of the 
extraorcUnary gifts of the Holy Ghost, and 
of the great and particular occasions on 
which they were conferred, we may easily 
form a judgment of such claims to the per- 
sonal visitations of the Spirit as have been 
made since the apostolical age, and are 
boasted of by deluding or deluded people 
in our own times* 

As the affectation of religious impressions, 
where they do not actually exist, is of ail 
things most impious, so nothing is more 
dangerous than to admit the whims of ima* 
gination iuto the sober and serious business 
of piety ; and to substitute personal expe- 
riences, internal feelings, and unfounded 
persuasions, in lieu of the reasonable con- 
victions of the understanding, and the 
solemn decisions of the conscience* 

During the Mosaical dispensation, which 
was merely introductory to the Christian 
faith, and in the infancy of the Christian 
church, before its firm establishment in the 
world, it seemed good to the wisdom of 
God, (and the reason is obvious to the com- 
mon sense of mankind,) that both the prior 
dispensation and the newly-planted religion 
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should 1)6 preserrod and supported by the 
occasional miraculous agency of the Most 
High, and the extraordinary and sensible 
manifestations of the Holy Spirit ; but when 
the Ceremonial Law ^our ** schoolmaster to 
•* Christ") had been swept away, and the 
faith of Jesus had been so generally planted 
and so deeply rooted among mankind, that 
the gates of hell could not prevail against 
it/* miraculous energies then became un- 
necessary ; God thought proper to cease 
from all supernatural manifestations of his 
will, in furtherance of his designs ; and the 
growth of Christ's church, and the moral 
improvement of its members, were left to 
the influence of common secondary causes, 
— ^to the reason, good sense, and good feel- 
ing of mankind ; and to the ordinary ope* 
ration of the Holy Spirit upon the heart of 
every individual qualified and anxious to 
receive its gracious aid. So that to pretend, 
at thb period of the world, to exclusive spi- 
ritual visitations, is the height of arrogance^ 
as well as absurdity. All such pretensions^ 
indeed, may now be considered as the proofs 
of a bewildered head, rather than of a con- 
verted heart ; of an inflamed imagination, 
and not of a convinced understanding. 
Nor do those who assert them deserve 
any other answer than that which the evil 
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t^xtA gave to the sons of Sceva, who pre- 
tended to the especial gifts of the Holy 
Ghost, *^ Jesus I know, and Paul I know, 
•* but who are ye ?" 

We shall close our discourse with some 
slight reflections on the ordinary operations 
of the Holy Ghost. 

There is no Christian who seriously con- 
siders the nature and extent of his duty, 
** the plagues of his heart/' and the tempt- 
ations by which he is surrounded, that 
does not feel his utter inability to lead a holy 
and virtuous life, without some better sup- 
port and assistance than can be derived from 
iiis own erring and imperfect nature. He 
will be ready to acknowledge, that *• of 
" himself" he is entirely insufficient •• to 
•* help himself;'* and that, unless he be 
armed from above for the combat, he must 
inevitably fall before his numerous carnal 
and spiritual foes. 

In this light God mercifully consider^ 
the race of fallen man ; and, knowing 
•• whereof we are made,*' remembering 
^* we are but dust," he has, in his good- 
ness, provided for us the means of defence, 
and a source of strength, by promising, 
nay, by actually conferring, upon each 
and eveiy of us, the ordinary influence 
of the Holy Ghost; which, if it be not 
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rejected by our wilfulness, or "grieved'* by 
our sins, will abide with us constantly and 
surely as our moral instructor, spiritual 
guide, and divine protector ; enlightening 
our mind, regulating our will, correcting 
«nd improving our heart, solacing our spirit 
to the end of this moital career, and pre- 
senting our souls, bright and polished, and 
" fit for the master's use,'* at the Throne of 
Mercy hereafter. 

In what particular manner this influence 
acts upon the soul is not, indeed, a matter 
of revelation, and cannot therefore be 
explained ; though our blessed Lord has 
illustrated it, in some degree, by a familiar 
natural allusion in his conversation with 
Nicodemus : " the wiud bloweth where it 
^ listeth,** says Christ, *' and thou hearest 
^* the sound thereof, but canst not tell 
•* whence it cometh, and whither it goeth ; 
** so is every one that is bom of the Spirit.** 

Hence we may collect, generally, that the 
influence of the Holy Spirit is a gentle, 
moral impulse, ** drawing with the bands of 
" a man ;** perfectly adapted to our free 
agency, and to the responsibility of our 
state and condition ; neither overpowering 
our faculties, nor coercing our will, nor 
inflaming our imagination ; but mildly and 
silently inviting the soul " into all good \*^ 
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infusing therein pious thoughts^ pure 
tastes, and good desires ; aiding the mfir* 
mity of human nature with strength from 
heaven, and cleansing its impurity by '' the 
** washing of the Holy Ghost/' 

But though the ordinary operation of 
the Spirit upon the human soul be not an 
object submitted to the Senses of mankind, 
yet the effects of his in-dwelling are sufS- 
eiently visible and intelligible. Where the 
Holy Ghost resides mthin^ all the graces 
and virtues of the Christian character will 
be its outward manifestation. Where its 
• roots'' are in the heart, its *' branches'* 
will blossom with ** righteousness and 
•* truth ;" while " love, joy, peaee, long- 
** suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith» 
'' meekness, and temperance," will be it& 
visible and imperishable " fruit/' 
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S^UhitcU THE CALLING OF THE 

GENTlLEa 

The Divinb Impartiality. Popery. Calvinism* 
Salvation offered to All. 



ACTS X. 34, S5« 



Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of 
persons: btU in every nation, hethat feareth Hirii^ 
and worketh righteausnesSi is aeptpted with Him, 

THERE is no attribute of the divine 
nature more evident to the reason of 
mankind, or more clearly revealed in the 
Holy Scriptures, than the perfect impar- 
tiality of God towards all his moral and 
accountable creatures. 

To suppose otherwise of the Almighty, 
indeed, would fill the mind with horror and 
despair; for nothing can be a more terrible 
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subject of contemplation, tban'uncontrollable 
power, coupled with an arbitrary, capricious, 
and tyrannical will. Nor is this all : for 
could we believe that our eternal Creator 
dispensed his mercy and favour to the 
children of men, by any other rules than 
those of infinite justice, wisdom, and good- 
ness ; were we to regard him as a being io- 
fluenced, in his dispensations to individuals, 
by the prejudices, preferences, and caprices, 
which mark the conduct of mankind towards 
each other; should we once be persuaded 
that, in spite of all our humble endeavours 
to obtain his pardon, concih'ate his favour, 
and do his will, be-could regard our earnest 
though imperfect labours with unconcern j 
and in the spirit of unaccountable partiality, 
throw the light of his countenance upon 
those, who, to all human judgment, were 
utterly careless of his approbation or dis- 
pleasure ;^ the painful notion would strike at 
the root of all moral virtue, as well as all 
mental happiness. We should become 
indifferent about serving a master, whose 
favour depended upon accident; whose 
smiles might not be obtained, or frowns 
averted, by the most assiduous attention to 
hisTommands : and casting off an allegiance 
which ensured to us no certain protection, 
we should say with the wicked, in the Book 
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df Job, •* What is the Almighty, that we 
*' should serve him? and what profit should 
" we have, if we pray unto him ? Depart 
** from us, for we desire not the knowledge 
" of thy ways." 

But reason indignantly rejects a thought 
which involves contradictions as gross as 
they are impious, which supposes a glaring 
defect in absolute perfection, and cloaths 
the Godhead with the infirmities of huma- 
nity. The declarations of scripture confirm 
the conclusions of reason in this respect ; 
assuring us of the divine impartiality^ in 
passages equally numerous and forcible ; 
describing the Almighty as a Being pre- 
ceded in all " his ways" by *• mercy and 
truth ;" asserting that '^ righteousness 
and equity are the habitation of his seat ;'* 
that he " is no respecter of persons; but in 
"every nation, he that feareth him, and 
^* worketh righteousness, is accepted with 
« him." 

One of the most prominent errors in the 
character of the Jews was this perverse 
view of the attributes of the great Jehovah. 
The privileges, spiritual and temporal^ which 
they had enjoyed, from the most ancient 
period of their history; and which had 
been bestowed upon them by God for the 
wise and holy purposes of perpetuating 
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amongst mankind, through their means, the 
knowledge of the divine nature, and of 
preparing the world for the reception of 
the Redeemer and his religion ; these pri^- 
vilegeSs I repeat, instead of inspiring them 
with gratitude and humility, had 611ed 
their hearts with pride and self-conceit. 
They imagined and asserted that the eternal 
Jehovah was the God of the Jews alone; 
that they were the sole objects of his pro- 
vidential care ; that his best gifts here, and 
his choicest blessings hereafter, were ex* 
clusively theirs by inheritance and of right; 
and that the other tribes of mankind, and 
all who were not Jews, either by birth or 
proselytism, were objects of far inferior 
concern in the eye of Heaven, and there- 
fore might well be regarded by the favoured 
people, with contempt if not abhorrence* 
To correct this gross error in opinion, and 
the evil practice which grew naturally out of 
it, was one great object of the exhcntation^ 
of tliose prophets whom God raised up, 
from time to time, to reclaim and warn the 
Jews; to predict the advent of the Saviour; 
and to foretell the reception of all mankind 
into the gospel covenant. These inspired 
men announced, with frequent repetition^ 
and in the most direct terms, the perfect 
impartiality of the universal ruler., They 
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'^ cried alond*' to their countrymen* tliat 
** God accepteth not the persons of princes, 
*^ nor regardeth the rich moi-e than the 
'^ poor; for they are all the works of hi» 
^* hands :" that he is ** a great God, 
** mighty and terrible ; who regardeth not 
*^ persons, nor taketh reward :'' that *' he 
^* is excellent in power, and in judgment, 
^ and in plenty of justice :" and that ^* he 
*^ will cause every man to find according 
** to his ways.** 

But the admonitions of the prophets 
were in vain : and though it pleased God, 
in addition to these solemn and oft-repeated 
notifications of his impartiality, to afford 
the severest lessons to the pride and obsti- 
nacy of the Jews, by frequent defeats in 
their earlier history, by their long captivity 
in Babylon, and by their later subjugation 
to the Romans ; yet all these checks were 
so insufficient to cure the national disease, 
that, in the time of our blessed Lord, H 
had become more virulent than at any 
former period* 

Making their *^ boast of God," and 
valuing themselves on being << Israelites/* 
** to whom** alone ** pertained the adop* 
*' tion, and the glory, and the covenants, 
V and' the giving of the law; and the 
f ' service of God, and the promises }** the 
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Jews fancied that tbey only were '** fighter 
^* ous/* and *' despised others.'* They 
hated their neighbours, and contemned 
those that were afar off: and above all, 
could not endure the idea, that the Gentiles 
(or those other nations of the earth which 
were unproselyted to the Jewish church) 
should be partakers in their spiritual bless- 
ings; or enjoy, in an equal degree with 
them, the favour of Heaven. 

So strongs indeed, are national prejudices, 
and so difficult is it to obliterate early im- 
pressions, that even the disciples of onr 
blessed Lord were not without a taint of 
these false and intolerant notions, until 
they had become enlightened, by the last 
command of their heavenly master, •• Go 

ye into all the world, and preach the 

Gospel to evert/ creature \** by the 
descent of the Holy Ghost upon the 
Apos-tles, endowing them with the gift of 
^'all languages,'^ which enabled them to 
'* teach all nations;'' and by the vision 
vouchsafed to St. Peter, admonishing them, 
that in the sight of God there is no x^lass 
of his rational creatures ** common or 
•^ unclean." 

This is clear, from several passives in the 
New Testament, for we are told, that when 
the disciples found our Saviour conversing 
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with the woman of Samariai they ^ maN 
<* veiled that he talked'^ with one who 
belonged to a nation with which the Jews 
had ** no dealingsr:" and when the poor 
afflicted mother of Canaan ^' cried unto 
*< Jesiu, saying, Have mercy opon me^ 
^* O Lord, thou Sou of David, my daugh- 
*♦ ter is grievously vexed with a devil ;'* 
the same disciples requested their master 
to *' send her away,'' as one of the Gen- 
tiles, (whom the Jews regarded in the light 
of " dogs,"^ and therefore unworthy of his 
notice; and finally, immediately after the 
calling of the heathen, by the descent of 
the Holy Ghost on the household of Cor* 
nelius, the believers who accompanied St» 
Peter ** were astonished, because that on 
^* the Gentiles also was poured out the gift 
•« of the Holy Ghost.'* 

The error, it is true, as far as* regarded 
the Apostles, was for ever extinguished by 
the clear manifestation of the divine will in 
St. Peter's vision, and in the centurion's 
vocation ; for when ** the brethren at Judea^' 
heard St. Peter's explanation of these trans*- 
actions, they *' glorified God,'' because **^o 
'* the Gentiles also" he had granted ^* re- 
'* pentance unto life :" but with respect to 
the great majority of the Jewish nation^ 
the admission of ** the unoircumcised*' 
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to a participation of the diyine favour and 
blessings continued to be an occasion of 
disgust, and an insuperable objection^ with 
tbenii to the Christian religion, to the end 
of their history. A remarkable proof of this 
is found in the twenty-second chapter of the 
Acts of the Apostles ; for when St. Paul, 
in pleading his own eause he(<^e Ananias, 
at Jerusalem, asserted that our blessed 
Lord had appeared to him, and said, 
* ' Depart, for I will send thee far hence, 
•• unto the Gentiles ;*' the council " gave 
** him audience unto this word, and then 
*' lift up their voices, and said. Away with 
^* such a fellow from the earth, for it is not 
<< fit that he should live." They patiently 
heard the history of Pauls conversion, for 
it was a matter in which he alone was chiefly 
concerned ; but the moment that he brought 
such '* strange things to their ears," as the 
doctrine of the divine impartiaUiy ; that 
'< God was no respecter of persons ;" that 
the despised Gentile was as much an object 
of his universal love as the privil^ed Jew ; 
their national pride was wounded to the 
quick ; they could not suppress their indig- 
nation ; they " cast off their clothes" to 
stone the Apostle on the spot ; '^ and 
*^ threw dust into the air/' to express their 
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utter contempt and abhorrence of him and 
his opinions. 

Blessed as we are with the h'ght of the 
Gospel, and with those clear views of the 
nature and attributes of the Almighty which 
It affords, we are apt to regard with snr* 
prise the perverse notions, which were enters 
tained by the Jews, of God's partiality for 
them in preference to the rest of mankind ; 
and of his allotment of those blessings to 
one nation, which, it might be humbly ' 
hoped. Infinite Mercy would confer upon 
all people. But human nature is the same 
in every age ; and the passions which in* 
fluenced, and the prejudices that blinded, 
the Jews, in our blessed Lord's time on 
earth, are found to operate in a similar 
manner in the present day. 

1 o believe that God should confine the 
blessings of redemption, through *^ Him 
^* who died for all, *' and the jojs of his 
universal salvation, to a favoured cluster of 
believers, to a particular ehurck, or to a 
certain class qf Christians, without any re* 
ference to moral action, appears to be as 
glaring an error as the most bigoted Jew 
could formerly avow ; as deri^tory to the 
honour of God, and as opposite to reason 
and scripture. Yet such precisely is the 
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ftpirit and the language of exiating Po^ 
PBRY and modern Calvinism. 

That beyond the pale of the Church of 
BrOme tliere can be no salyation ; that ita 
doctrines and traditions, its rites and cere« 
monies, the decrees of its councils, and the 
bulls of its Popes, are all necessary to be 
believed, and practised, and respected, and 
obeyed, in order to obtain admission into 
the kingdom of heaven, are sentiments aa 
confidently professed, and truths as firmly 
credited, by every conscientious member of 
the Papistical communion, as was the Jew* 
ish belief of their exclusive spiritual adop- 
tion. And though the influence of the 
Gospel may have thrown a character of 
mildness over the prejudices of the Roman- 
ist, which did not soften those of the Jewish 
sealot ; yet it cannot be doubted, that if 
these prejudices be not accompanied with 
the hatred of such as oppose them, they 
are associated too frequently with a eon- 
tempt for those whom the Papists denomi- 
nate heretics. 

Nor are the notions of vulgar Calvinism 
less injurious to the honour of God, or less 
opposed to the spirit, words, and real mean- 
ing of his revelations, than those of Pha* 
risaism in ancient times. 
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Cahinisnif indeed, is a sygtem of faith at' 
once fearful and demoralizing; destructive 
equally of humble affiance in the mercy of 
the Most High, and of a salutary terror of 
his judgments; and calculated to prodQce» 
according to the character of the mind 
which adopts it, either a total despair, or 
an arrogant assurance, of salvation ; either 
the intolerable anguish of a ** wounded 
** spirit,*' that deadens all moral exertion; 
or a proud confidence in election to ever- 
lasting life, which considers all moral exer- 
tion as entirely superfluous. It asserts thafc 
the Almighty has, from all eternity, irrever- 
sibly doomed a certain number of his reason- 
able creatures to future punishment ; and by 
a like arbitrary aud unchangeable decree, 
has sealed a happier set of individuals to the 
ftiture bliss of heaven, without being influ- 
enced in his decrees by any consideration of 
their respective lives and conduct ; of their 
different degrees of intellectual power or 
spiritual knowledge j of the greater or less 
means and opportunities which they may 
have enjoyed of learning their duty, and 
obeying his wiH. It seats a capricious and 
vindictive tyrant on the throne of heaven, 
in the place of an adorable God of love 
and mercy ; and attributes to the Author 
and Ruler of universal being a blind par- 
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tiality, which would be despicable and cri- 
mioal in an earthly judge. 

The fact would be very remarkable, if 
error and falsehood were not always accom- 
panied by inconsistency, that this mon- 
strous perversiim of the Christian faith 
originated, chiefly, in a mistaken interpret 
tadon of certain scriptural passives, which 
prove, decisively, a doctrine directly oppo* 
site to the views of Calvinism— I mean, the 
doctrine qf the free and boundless mercy 
qf Godt in calling the Gentiles to par*- 
take with the Jews in the universal bless^ 
inffs (^Christ's redemption. 

Among the *^ things bard to be under- 
*' stood'' in the Epistles of St. Fkul, (to 
which St. Peter alludes in his second general 
Epistle, ) and which, the latter Apostle says, 
** they that are unlearned and unstable 
^^ wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, 
*"* to their own destruction ;'* among these 
difficult texts, I repeat^ may be reckoned 
those which treat of the justice and love of 
the Almighty in discarding the Jews from 
his favour for their rejection of the Messiah, 
And. in admitting all the nations of the 
world into the fold of Christ. In these, 
various passages St. Paul speaks of this rner* 
ciful dispensation as of ^^ the mystery which 
^ had been hidden from ages and from 
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** generations, but was then made manifest 
*^ to the saints," He speaks of the Gen« 
tiles themselves as of ** vessels of mercy, 
Y which God had prepared unto glory ;*' 
in other words, as objects of conversion to 
the Christian faith, and partakers of the 
benefits of the universal covenant ; and, 
finally, (to omit other quotations,) he speaksr, 
in the following striking language, of their 
actual vocation as a predetermined counsel 
of the Almighty, settled from everlasting in 
the Divine mind, in order to display the 
superlative riches of his mercy, and to evt^ 
dence the wonders and glories of his redeem* 
ing love : " Whom he did foreknow he 
*' also did predestinate to be conformed to 
*' the image of his Son, that he might be 
«* the first-bom among many brethren. 
•* Moreover, whom he did predestinate^ 
<< them he also called; and whom he called^ 
'* them he also justified ; and whom he 
^^ justified^ them he also glorified^' A 
passage which evidently refers to an aggre* 
gate body of people, and not to individual 
persons; and which, on comparing *' things 
*' spiritual with spiritual,'* will clearly ap* 
pear to demand some such paraphrase and 
interpretation as the following : *' Known 
*^ unto God are all his works from the be* 
^^ ginning }" and pre-ordained and adjusted 



190 

are all hig dispensationsi with the strictest 
regard to the most perfect wisdom, even 
justice, and consummate goodness. Con- 
formably to the determination of his coun- 
sels, and to effect the infinitely merciful 
scheme of universal redemptioftj through 
his son Jesus Christ, he received into an 
jespecial but temporary covenant with him- 
self a peculiar people, the Jews ; whom he 
separated and distinguished from the other 
nations of the earth by frequent miraculous 
exertions of his power on their behalf ; by 
direct and explicit revelations of his will ; 
by a holy moral law, written with " the 
*• finger of God," and a splendid ceremo- 
nial one, typical of good things to come : 
committing to these people ** the oracles of 
.** God," and " the adoption, and the glory, 
** and the covenants, and the service of 
f^ God, and the promises,'' in order that 
they might be meet guardians of true reli- 
gion in a world of darkness, ignorance, and 
vice; might prevent the knowledge of the 
Divine Being, and his> attributes, from 
utterly fading away from the face of the 
earth ; might keep alive the expectation of 
the promised Messiah in the minds of 
mankind, and prepare them for the rnanl- 
festiltion of his person in the flesh, and fo^ 
his pure, spiritual, and Qniversal system of 
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faith. But the whole of this grand schema 
was pre-ordained, and effected in the spirit 
of the most perfect impartiality ; without 
the shadow or an undue preference of the 
Jews to the rest of their fellow-creatures ; 
or of the slightest disregard to the spiritual 
wants, everlasting interests, and final hap^ 
piness, of the other nations of the earth. 
Due provision had heen made from all eten* 
nitv for the Gentiles, that God might 
maKO ** known the riches of his glory on 
** the vessels of mercy, which he had there 
^* prepared for glory." Before time was, 
he had secured to them a precious treasure, 
to be enjoyed when " time shall be no more.** 
Hejbreknew, because he had pre-ordained 
it, that, at the appointed season, the Gen- 
tiles would be included in a more glorious 
covenant with him than even the Jews had 
yet enjoyed. He predestinated such of the 
Gentiles as should sincerely embrace the 
Gospel, to ^* be conformed to the image of 
•* his Son,*' or to show forth the pure 
morality of Christ in their lives and conduct 
here, and to be happy for ever among 
the " blessed of the Father** hereafter. 
In other words, God predestinated the 
Gentiles to life eternal, on the conditions 
of their repentance, faith, and obedienoe 
to the precepts of the Gospeir By his 
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infinite mercy, tbroagh the atonement of 
Christ, and in compassionate consideration 
of their sincere though imperfect endea- 
vours to fulfil his law, they were regarded 
9L% justified in his sight ; and were glorified 
with those privileges which had hitherto 
been apparently confined to the Jews, but 
which were now transferred to the Gentiles ; 
because the former had refused to receive 
the yoke of the Messiah, and the latter had 
gladly listened to *^ the call'* of '^ repeu- 
" tance unto life/* Oh •* the depth of the 
^^ riches both of the wisdom and knowledge 
'* of God ! how unsearchable are his juc^* 
^^ ments, and his waya past finding ont! 
*' For who hath known the mind of the 
'^ Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? 
'^ Or who hath first given to him, and it 
** shall be recompensed to him again? For, 
** of him, and through him, and to him, 
*^ are all things; to whom be glory for ever ; 
"Amen/' 

Yes» my brethren,, happily for a race of 
lost, sinful, and imperfect creatures, the 
Master ** with whom we have to do, " is a 
Being of infinite impartiality ; and how« 
ever the philosophical Calvinist may obscure 
God*8 attributes by his cobweb apecula* 
tions; or the weak enthusiast may dis- 
honour them by his gross conceptions 5 God 
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God is still *< rig^tedtts i<i all hit wsjs. and 
^* holy in all his works j" ^* not willing 
*^ that any should perish^ but thai all should 
** tuiTi unto him,* and be sared/' 

As the ** cair* to UMiiikind id general^ so 
are the blesstngi^ of rddetiiption universal 
also. No individiial is excluded horn the 
covenant in Christ JesiH; neither ** Jew 
nor Gentile,, barbarian, Scythian, bomd, 
or free." No^ human b^ing; can miss it^ 
benefits and rewards, except by his own 
wilfui perverseness, folly« or sin $ unless he' 
turn a deaf ear t^ the ** call,'' or having 
listened to it, nq^Iect to ** keep the com- 
'' mandment/' Ihere is now no peeuHar' 
people, but those who '* seefe to do the will 
** of God." There is now no decthn to 
eternal life, eiKcept to him, who, by ^* pa- 
** tient continuance in weli-doing," *'s^ks 
** for glory, and honour, and immortah'ly.'' 
There is nov) no pre-ordained condemna- 
tion to everlasting misery, unless it be for 
those who, '^ by hardness and impenitence 
** of heart, have treasured up for them^ 
*« selves wrath against the day of wrath, 
*' and revelation of the righteous judgment 
•* of God.** The voice of God himself has 
pronounced all these most consolatory 
truths by his Prophets, by his Son, and by 
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his Apostles; and *' let eveiy mouth be 
•• stopped" before him for eyen 

'^ Behold ! all souls are mine, saith the 
*^ I^rd. As the soul of the father, so also 
** the soul of the son is mine. The soul 
" that sinnethj it shall die ;*' " but if a 
<^ man be just, and do that which is lawful 
" and right^^* " he shall surely live, saith 
«* the Lord God/' " The wicked shall go 
" away into everhsimg punishment/* saith 
our blessed Lord ; *^ but the righteous into 
" life eternal.** And St. Paul declares, 
'' whatsoever g 006? any man doth, the same 
■* shall he receive of the Lord, whether he 
** be bond or free:" *• of the Lord he shall 
<« receive the reward of the inheritance ; 
' but he that doeth wrong shall receive for 
*' the wrong that he hath done, for there 
** is no respect of persons.** 



DISCOURSE XXIV. 



S^tiett. THE RESURRECTION OF 

THE DEAD. 

Thb Doctrine of NecEteiTr irrational and 

UNSCRfPTURAL. TfSfi FINAL AlLOTM£NT OF 
THE ImPBNITBNT AND ReDBEMED. 



JOHN y. 28, 29. 

Tike hour is coming in the which cUl that are in the . 
graves shall hear hie vaiee^ and shall come forth ; 
thejf that have done good unto the resurrection of 
life^ and they that have done evil unto the resurrec' 
turn of damnation. 

IT has been a queation much debated 
among learned men, wliether or not 
the Jewish religion included in its motives 
to obedience the pro^i&ct of future rewards, 
or deterred from disobedience bv views of 
retribution beyond the grave. The discus* 
sion, it should seem, (as is the case with 
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most other theological controyersies) might 
easily have been terminated, by throwing 
all hypothesis and inapplicable learning out 
of the argQmentt ^nd lAerely ** searching 
** the scriptures'' for information and autho- 
rities on the disputed point. 

On an impartial re^rence to these ora- 
cles of truth, it would be discovered, (we 
are inclmed to think,) that^ although the 
Mosaical law dealt only ii> promises and 
threatenings of a temporal nature, yet the 
holy men of old, through the means of 
revelation, had obtained a knowledge, and 
actually entertained a lively hope, of a 
better state of being after the present life ; 
and that this knpwledge and hope, trans- 
mitted by tradition to their successors, were 
professed and cherished by a portion of the 
Jewish people in the time of our Messed 
Lord, 

It will be readily admitted, that these 
views of futurity were obscure, and confined 
to a few (comparatively speaking) of God's 
pieculiar people ; and thait no dear or 
girnenrfly revealed disclosures were made to 
mankifidof a resurreetion^ a future judg* 
nient, and an impartial diatribution of 
rewards and punishments in the life to 
come, until Jesus Christ **' bixnigbt life 
*^ and immortality to light*' by the Gospel. 
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Bat it must be maintained, that, ** accoi^d- 
•* i«g to the scriptures," we have the best 
grotindis for believing the more reflecting 
and spiritual of the Jews entertained a full 
assurance that the dispensations t)f this 
world, whether -good or bad, did not com- 
prise ever If thing which man had to expect ; 
but that the best blessings reserved for the 
righteous, and the sorest punishments to be 
inflicted on the disobedient, were to be en- 
yyfeA or endured in afutui^ state. 

The proofs of this assertion are numerous 
and forcible* The ancient Patriarch Job 
comforted his soul amidst his overwhelming 
sorrows with this animarting convictions 
^' Iknow that my Redeemer liveth, and 
^' tturt, at the latter day, he shall stand 
^ upon the earth. Aaid though, after my 
^' skin, worms destroy this body, yet m my 
^\fiesb «hall I see God, and not another/* 
David '^ rejoiced^' in the full per$|yiajBion, 
that his ** flesh** should " rest in hope ;•* 
and i:liat his '*souP' should not be 3eft 
*^ in hell.'' The A^el dedared to Daniel^ 
in his vision, that ^'many -ef them that 
** sleep in the dust of the earth ^^1 
** mwake; some to everlasdug life, and«ome 
'^to ev^asting 'Shame and confusion of 
^* face.'' SdomoB, 4n ficciesiastes, speak- 
ing of 4eatb| explicitly says» *^ tkefi shall 
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^\ the dust return to the earth as it wasr^ 
^ and the spirit shall return to God who 
*^ gave it ;'' and concludes his book with 
assuring us, that '• God ghall bring every 
** work into judgment, with every secret 
" thing, whether it be good, or whether 
'•it he evil." And, finally, St. Paul, iu 
his Epistle to the Hebrews, speaking of the 
Jewish fathers, their future hopes, and ex- 
pectations, declared, " these all died in the 
"*failli^ not having received the promises ; 
** but having seen them afar off, and were 
** persuaded of them, and embraced them» 
*' and confessed that they were strangers 
** and pilgrims upon the earth ;" — Abxvk'- 
h^XQf in t\i\% persiuision^ looking '^ for a 
^* city which hath foundations, whose builder 
*' and maker is God;*' — Moses, in thisjoer- 
sttoHorif ^^ choosing rather to suffer affltc- 
'* tion with the people of God, than to 
!' enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season ; 
" esteeming the reproach of Christ greater 
" riches than the treasures in Egypt^ for 
** he had respect unto the recompense of the 
^ re'mard;** — and the Martyrs under the 
Law, in . this persuasion^ preferring to be 
** tortured, not accepting deliverance, that 
" they might obtain a better resurrection." 
While the same Apostle, in his answer to 
the speech of the *' orator TertuUus/* 
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speaks of the doctrine in question as a 
received article of faith among the better 
informed of his countrymen; who them- 
selves allowed <^ that there shall be a re- 
" surrection of the deadt both of the just 
" and unjust.'* 

But, although these passages from the 
Bible appear fully to establish the fact, that 
the Jewish religion held out future rewards 
and punishments, as motives to virtue ancl 
restraints from vice, in the present life, 
(which necessarily implied a resurrection of 
the dead ;) and that a certain portion of 
the Jewish people had, from the earliest 
times, entertained this happy belief; yet, 
it must be repeated, that, until *' the Sun 
** of Righteousness arose'' upon the world, 
DO clear light was thrown upon the awfuL 
subject, nor was the important persuasion 
generally entertained or professed. Like 
an object seen through a mist, the outline 
alone of futurity was distinguishable ; and 
even this imperfect image did not reach the 
common eye ; it was manifested only to the 
purified vision of the holy and the wise. 

To Christ's revelations, however, of the 
resurrection and the judgment, of heaven 
and hell, neither of those defects can pos- 
sibly be attributed. They are made to a//, 
without distinction, and enforced upon all 



with endless repetition ; and are, moreover, 
delivered in terms so precise and intelli- 
gible, and at the same time sp solemn and 
impressive, that, while the most ignorant 
may understand their meaning, the most 
hardened, like Felix on his tribunal, must 
tremble at their annunciations. 

Let us, then, (for the contemplation 
cannot be otherwise than interesting and 
edifying,) consider these revelations some- 
what minutely ; and bring forward a few of 
those particulars which God has thought fit 
to disclose to us, in the New Testament, 
respecting his intended dealings with man- 
kind at the great day of general resurrec- 
tion and final account, ** when all they 
*' that are in the graves shall bear his 
** voice, and shall come forth ; they that 
^^ have done good unto the resurrection of 
*^ life, and they that have done evil unta 
" the resurrection of damnation." Some 
short practical remarks wiir appro|)triately 
close the discourse. 

It may be desirable, however, to premise 
a few observations on the irrational and 
unscriptural doctrine of predestination and 
the necessity of human actions ; which, if 
true, would appear to destroy entirely the 
tnoral character of the resurrection, the 
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jodj^ent, md fche final ailotment of n^m- 
kind.. 

That man is a sinner^ and stands c<m« 
denined in the sif ht of God for his imiiti* 
plied personal tran^essions, committed 
against the letter and sjiirit of a kiiown iaw, 
and the convictions of his own eonscienee.» 
er for perpetual omissions of bis bouoden 
duty ; and that, as such, lie deserves pu-- 
nishmentf in the strictest sense of the 
ejcpression ; are points wUoh will readily 
be assented to by all who call themselves 
Christians; but it xnay be well for tliat 
class irf* believers, who maintain the neee^' 
$ity of human actions, to seflect, that, bow- 
-ever earnestly they may prcfess this faithj 
their own religious scheme entirely contra-- 
diets the latter sirticle of it. 

To deserve puajshment necessarily im- 
,p]ies wilful disobedience on the part of the 
^accused ; and to iufiSct ij: on a being who 
bad not the power of avoiding the act of 
delinquency, would involve in it such gross 
injustice, as camiot be attributed to the 
Almighty without incurriio^ the guilt of 
the mosf; horrible Uasphemy. The earthly 
despot, in the wantonness of cruelty, (and 
atroeiouswould.be the tyranny even in such 
.a character,) mig^ht, indeed, compel his 
crouching slave to .conunit a. bceachof hi& 



arbitrary itfandatM, md then condemn 
execute him for the imputed crime ; . but 
reason, common sense, and common humar 
nity, would instantly nrenouoce the deed 
accursed. The dental of the free agency 
of man, however, leads necessarily to the 
awful consequence of attaching this cha- 
racter of arbitrainf t^anny to the retribu- 
tive justice of the. Most High, 

If the actions of a human being be forced 
upon him, independently of the exercise of 
his own will ; if they be not the results of 
the motives of his own mind ; of the in« 
fluence of his passions and desires upon^ his 
own heart ; or of the. views which he may 
have fomed of his own immediate gratificn- 
tion or remote interest ; the character of 
moral good or evil cannot possibly be attri- 
butable to them. Like the rotations of a 
wheel, or the vibrations of a pendulum, 
they spring from,, and are dependent upon^ 
the power of the mover, or the contrivance 
of the artist. To the machine itself can 
belong neither praise nor blame for the pro- 
priety or irregularity with which it fulfils 
its destined use, for it had no power in 
itself to direct its operations* 

Such, precisely, is the case of man and 
his actions, if the one be not a free: agent, 
and the other be not the results of sponta- 
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Tieous motives. Virtue and vice, duty and 
disobedience, (according to all human ap- 
prehension of the meaning of the terms* ) 
would then be mere airy sounds, as far as 
man is concerned. He would cease to be 
accountable for his conduct here below* 
*' The deeds done in his body*' could noty 
in that case, be brought into, judgment 
against him; nor he himself be subjected 
to future retribution, without absurdity and 
injustice (in trembling be it spoken) in the 
conduct of the legislator. 

But however the vain imagination o( man 
may, in its own conceptions, distort the 
nature and attributes of the Deity, God is 
still *^ the same, yesterday, to-day, and for 
•' ever :" the author and centre of all per- 
fection ; the source and stream of infinite 
justice ; the essence and pattern of incon- 
ceivable wisdom ; the fountain and ocean of 
eternal love. To Him alone, indeed, be- 
longs, in the highest sense of the expression, 
** to will and to do:'' but uncreated holi- 
ness and truth are the unfailing attendants 
upon his will ; everlasting righteousness and 
equity, the unchangeable rules of his doings; 
and while they are pledges to us of our 
MORAL FREEDOM, they determine the ira. 
portant fad of our moral responsibilitt. 

In what mysterious manner, indeed^ 
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God*9 omnisoieiiiee and omnipotence can 
CQaskt with rthe unfettered cfiaraoter of the 
human wiU, is a point inconceivable by the 
faculties of man, and unrevealod to us by 
the word of God ; and, consecftiently, camiot 
be made a subject of discussion without 
arrogance, or, jperbaps, impiety. Sufficiifent 
be it, however, for blind and erring mortals 
to know that there is infinite order, har« 
mony, and justice in all the ways jand works 
of God, with all the jcreatures of liis hand : 
And although we be not able to trace the 
(reasons^ comprehend the metiiods, or detect 
the secrets of God's (moral government of 
the world ; yet with this great truth we may 
be compleatly satisfied, that ^^ the Judge of 
•*' all the earth'* cannot but *' do right :'* 
and, nothing daunted by the unconquerable 
difficulties whictf surround the i|uestiori, we 
may assure ourselves, on the authority of 
the conclusions of reason, the whisperings^ 
of conscience, the intimations of feeling,, 
and the declarations of scripture, that the 
doctrine of Necessity is an idle dream : that 
man is a free moral agent, and consequently 
a responsible being; liable, in perfect 
justice to punishment for his violationa of 
the divine law ; aiid (humanly speakmg} 
an object of reward, thrcuigfa the free mercy 
of God in Christ Jesus, for hia very im* 
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perfect but graciously accepted ^* good 
" woAs:*' ^ Blessed «re the dead which 
** die in the Lord from heaceforth : yea, 
^ saith the Spirit, that they may rest from 
** their lafeours j afid their works do follow 
" them.** 

Viewed, however, in the most consolatory 
light in which the mind can contemplate 
the dispensations of the resurrection, the 
judgment, and the final allotment of man- 
kind; it must be confessed that they are 
subjects of indescribable awe; ev^ry way 
calculated to astonish, agitate, and confound 
the soul. Strong and sublime as the ima- 
gery is, in which holy writ describes them, 
it can affi3rd but a faint conception of the 
horrpr, the grandeur, and the glory of the 
actual scene : of the appearance of the 
Archangel, and the blasting of the '^ trump 
^^ of God :*' of the innumerable dead burst- 
ing from their sepulchres ; and the quicks 
•* caught up together with them in the 
*' clouds, to meet the LoRd in the air:'* of 
the world, all beautiful as it is, the prey 
of *' fire from heaven :'* of the elements^ 
** melting with fervent heat:" of groaning 
nature^ and a disjointed universe: of the 
personal manifestation of the Saviour, clad 
in ineffiible glory, and surrounded by ten 
thousandsx)f his saints : of ^' God the Judgj^ 
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" of all/' and his eternal tribunal, from 
whence will issue, that terrible denuncia- 
tion, final and irreyocable» decisive as to 
the condition of the seul through countless 
agesj '* Depart; from me, ye cursed, into 
*• everlasting fire, prepared for the Devil 
*^ and liis angels \* or that joyful sentence, 
sealing the soul for happiness everlastings 
*' Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
^' the kingdom prepared for you from the 
^* foundation of the world." 

If any thing €an appal vice in its highest 
career ; if any thing can confound guilt in 
its imaginations or doings; if any thing 
can awaken solemn thought, or excite to 
holy and virtuous exertion, here is a scene 
which will not fail of the effect: for it is 
utterly inipossible that fancy, in all her 
creations, can image to herself a picture 
comparable in any degree to thh^ in terror, 
immensity, or majesty ! 

Nor are the dispensations less certain in 
their fulfilment, than they are astonishing 
in their character. Yes, my brethren, *' the 
• ' hour is coming,*' when * ' they that have 
"done evil" " shall come forth" ** to the 
" resurrection of damnation/' 

God has given to man a law, and by that 
law he shall be judged. He has been 
pleased to create man a free agents with 
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power to regulate his aetiom* He has 
gifted him with reason, to distinguish 
between right and wrong. He has im* 
planted in him conscience, to check or 

Kunish his departure from' rectitude. He 
as spread before him Jwly scripture j to 
invite, to persuade, to command him to be 
good and virtuous. He has addressed both 
our hopes and our fears; sealed to us the 

Eromise of^ life and glory everlasting, if we 
umblj endeavour to perform our duty; 
and warned us of our danger, and pro- 
nounced our inevitable destruction, if we 
obstinately refuse, or wilfully neglect, to 
fulfil it. If, therefore, we ** despise the 
** riches of his goodness, and forbearance, 
'* and long-suffering,*' which ** leadeth us 
^* to repentance:'' if we disdain to exer- 
cise our Jreedam of tt;i7/ beneficially to our 
souls : if we stop our ears {gainst reason ; 
sear our hearts against conscience; and 
shut our eyes to the promises and threaten- 
ings of scripture: if we prefer the pleasure 
of sin for a season, to the everlasting joya 
of the blessed in the kingdom of Heaven : 
we must stand before the judgment-seat of 
God without excuse, and without hope ; and 
receive " the due reward of our deeds,'* 
" the resurrection of damnation !" ' 

What '^ill constitute the particulars of 
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this piinishimfit) wre cwmot pomlAy k^onr ; 
because the Wocd of God has notjafl^ed 
us any minute details respectibig the £nal 
ailotinents either of nusery or bliss;. but 
the general views which it Jbo}ds out c^ the 
former^ are, beyond measuDe* terrible aad 
overwhelming. ^* Weeping; and wailing^ 
^^ and gnashuig of teefab ;'' everlasting 
shame and sorrow, horror and .janorse ; 
tsKiIe ^'frorn the {wesence of the Lord;" 
the society of. fiends; the /^ wionu" tbit 
iiever dieth, and the *^ fire'' that is not 
iquenched ; are the images which it employs 
to convey to the soul o( man some distant 
siotion of that doom to which he will ine- 
vitably subject bimseli; if he pass a life of 
jrreligion and immorality; imd dose it with* 
out contrition, as deep, sincere, and humble, 
as liis guilt has been wilful and insulting. 

But ah! my Chrtstiasi brethren, how un* 
epeakabiy opposite will be the conditioD of 
-those who /*€ome forth'' £rom the giave 
to ^^the resurrection of life T' How de- 
lightful, how glorious, is the outline which 
the seriptures afford us of the happiness of 
the redeemed ; of those who, saved by the 
mercy of God in Christ JesuSt shall receive, 
** at the latter day," the bli^aing of the 
Father upon their sincene repfintaocQ» their 
iivdy faith, and steady tbougph imi^ect 
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obedience to his revealed will. Here agaiti 
partieular deseriptkm is impossible,; for 
*^ eye hath net seen, nor ear heard, neither 
*' have entered into the heart of man, the 
** things which God hath prepared -for them 
♦* that love him.** Enough, however, is 
said in the gospel, one might well imagine, 
to induce every reasonable soul to labour 
after righteousness and its rewards, with 
zeal unquenchable, and perseverance un- 
conquerable ; with a courage that will brave 
every terror, and a patience that will endure 
every trial, opposing or befalling us in our 
way to Immanuers land. A change of 
the perishable earthly tabernacle, in which 
the soul now dwells* for a glorified and im- 
perishable iK)dy, wilt be the introduction of 
the redeemed, through Jesus Christ, into 
life eternal; a clothing to render them 
meet associates for saints and angels ; and 
duly garmented for V' the marriage of the 
•* Lamb.*' Adieu thetiy for ever adieu, to . 
the pangs that torture, and the infirmities 
that enfeeble, this form of clay; to the 
painful days, and ** wearisome nights,'* 
aUotted to mortal *^ dust and ashes;'* to 
the weakness of infancy, and the decrepi- 
tude of age; to the fading strength, and 
the failing intellect; to the sorrows of 
sickness, and the agonies of dissolving 
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nature $ for then ahall ** this corruptible 
*' put on incorruption;'' <* this mortal put 
*^ on immortality }'' and " death be awai- 
** lowed up in victory/* 

** The resurrection of life" will ensure 
everlasting peace to the redeemed soul. 
That the spirit of man is liable tp be 
wounded through a variety of channels^ is 
a fact familiar to the experience of all those 
who hlAve advanced far on the road of life ; 
for since the entrance of moimi and natural 
evil into the world by the fall of Adam, its 
path has been so choaked with noxioua 
weeds, as well as garnished with beauteou9 
flowers, as fully to justify the inspired 
writers in their affecting representations of 
its general aspect. When considered* 
indeed, as an introduction to an immortal 
state; as the threshold of the temple of 
eternal rest, life is a boon of the highest 
value, and the greatest consequence ; but 
it may well be doubted, whether, under 
many circumstances, it would be ** good for 
*^ us to be here," had we not to look forward 
to a better and more enduring state here- 
after, purchased for ** the people of God,^' 
by ^* the blood of the atonement ;" to ''a 
'^city which hath foundations, whose 
** builder and maker is God/' 

" We are fearfully and wonderfully 
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^^made,*^ and the complicated piece of 
mechanism is continually liable to disorder 
and destruction ; to *' sore disease, '' and 
incurable agony ; to a failure of the cor- 
poral organs; and a shipwreck of tlie 
intellectual powers. 

We are endowed with strong and tender 
affections, (the sources, it is true, of high 
and holy joy,) which link our souls with the 
souls of others, the objects of our friend- 
ship or our love. But ah I how often is the 
chain abruptly broken* and the heait deso- 
lated, by the inevitable law of nature, or 
the fluctuations of human caprice; by 
unexpected death, or treacherous profes- 
sion ; when we follow ^* our beloved ones^ 
to the grave ; or mourn the falsehood of 
those with whom we were wont '* to take 
^^ sweet counsel^" and ** walk in the housa^ 
'* of God as friends." 

We are endowed with conscience ; ^ 
principle of inestimable value, the monitor 
to tell tts of our sins, and warn us of their 
consequences. But how often does this 
principle, when neglected as the counsellQr, 
become the executioner of *< the wounded 
*^ spirit;'' planting within it *' the arrows 
** of the Almighty;'' and pursuing it to 
the last hour with ** whips and scorpions;" 
with *' a certain looking-for of judgmeiji^ 



** and ii^ry indignatien,^' that dries up th6 
spring of life, «nd wtl^ra atl its satiflifiK;- 
tions. 

' *^ The reattrreotion of life,** however^ 
will bring wk^ it an eternal cure for all 
these mortal evils. More hea^ling than the 
waters of Jordan, or the pool of Bethesda, 
fit will give ever-blooming health to the 
glorified body, <and undeeaying freshness 
to the purified spirit ; it wiN aanctify and 
strengthen all our beat aflfectiona; it will 
renew and perpetuate all our virtuous attach- 
ments ; and shed abroad upon tli^ sorely- 
smitten heart that ** peace of (jiod which 
^* passeth all understanding:*' **>God'^haH 
** wipe away ail tears from our eyes ; and 
^* there shall be no mrore death ; neither 
^* sorrow, nor crying; neither shall there 
" beatry more pain; for the former things** 
will be '* passed away.** 

Fmadly, "the resurreetion df life^* will 
crown ' the redeemed with unfadk^g and 
everlasting gtory. 

How fal^ are the estimates of man ! 
How frequently is hia praise lavished, and 
liis admiration fixed, upon the worthless and 
the vile! upon external qualities^ which, 
"** like painted sepuichries/* ** appear beau- 
*^ tiful outward, ** but conceal beneath them 
the most hideotts pr iRciples^ and on actios 
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Tvhieb duiftn^ indtfed^tlfe aiekly fanfe^Tf and' 
captivate thie wayward^ pa^ioos^ of ibe mn* 
judging muUitUde^ but are stamped itil tbe 
Book of God with tho iliark of condeidna^ 
tioA ! While the humble aod the meek of 
the earth, they whose ** meat aod drink it 
'1 isV to do the will of their Father which' 
19 in heaYen, and to promote the best intre^ 
rests of their brethr&n upon earth, are too 
often Delected or despised; poitfted at by 
*^ the ftager of scorti/* or regiarded as the 
objects of ridicuJe^ But ** the hour ia 
*) coming/' when all these moral irr^iki- 
ritiea will be rectified; when 'Hhe crooked 
*i shall be made straight ;" religious and 
moral worth find its proper leveJ, and 
receive the stupendous reward of *' that 
*^ honour which- cometh from God alone ;" 
wlien humiliation shall be* exchanged for 
g]ory; and the humble^ practical Christian' 
M shine as the stars for ever and even :" for 
it h the promise of inspiration to all patient 
'*^ doers of the word," that '* when Christ," 
their '* life, shall appear, then shall they 
**' also appear with him in giory/' 

It is- the question of an Apostle, my 
Ghri^al) brethren, claiming and deserving 
our deepest attention^ *' if these things be 
*'' so/' '* what manner of persons ought we 
*' to be in all holy conversation and.godli* 
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^'iiess?*' If the hour be cottiing Wl«en 
'* the trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
** shall be raised;*' when all the tribes of 
mankind, and ourselves among the number, 
shall stand trembling, abashed, and con- 
founded, before the judgment-seat of Jesui 
Christ, there to receive an irrevocable sen- 
tence upon ** the de^ds done in our bodies, 
^' whether they be good, or whether they 
** be bad ;'' if this concluding dispensation 
is to determine the finall allotment of man-; 
kind through endless ages ; what should be 
the conduct of reasonable and accountable 
beings under such circumstances, and with 
such prospects before their eyes? Did the 
question relate to any very important inte- 
rest of this life, to the acquisition of a high 
reward, or the averting of an overwhelming 
evil, every man would be ready to give an 
answer to it* He would instantly assert, 
that no minor objects ought to seduce his 
attentfon from the great concern ; that his 
whole mind should be directed, and all his 
time devoted, to it ; that it should form the 
principal business of his day, and exercise 
all his waking thoughts by night ; that 
difficulty, opposition, and danger were to 
be considered as nothing in his estimation ; 
and that the utmost caution and diligence, 
courage and ardour, activity and perse* 
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future gratification, or ultimate escape. 
Assuredly, then, if such be the case in 
temporal affairs, the same reasoning is 
applicable, in an infinitely higher degree, to 
the concerns of the soul ; to a reward, 
immense as it is everlasting; to an evil, 
enduririg as it is dreadful ! 

" Up," then, " and be doing," fellow, 
travellers to the world beyond the grave ; 
** quit yourselves like men" in the strife 
for eternal life. " Awake! ye that dwell 
^' in the dust*' of the earth, grovelling and 
lost in the sink of low sensual delights or 
petty worldly interests; deaf to the claims 
of religion and virtue ; and blind to the 
goodness, and forbearance, and long-suf- 
fering of God| which leadeth to repent* 
ance! " Awake! thou that sleepest," 
heedless of the promises, and warning, and 
threatenings of the Scriptures ; and dream« 
ing of bubbles that shall quickly burst, and 
leave thy soul disappointed and desolate ; 
'* arise from the dead, and Christ shall 
** give thee light !*' And, finally, let us, 
without exception, see ^' that we walk cir- 
^* cumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, 
** redeeming the time ;" exercising with 
diligence all our own feeble powers in en- 
deavouring to obtain a blessed resurrection, 
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and ** praying mih aU sufiplieation^' for 
the assistance of God's grace to make those 
endeavours effectual ; so that at the last, 
when it shall please his holy will to call us 
from this scene of teinporal existence into 
the unseen eternal world, we may ** pass* 
*** through the grave and gate of death" 
to •* the resurrection of life," "for the 

V merits of Him who died, and whs buHed, 
'* and rose again, for us, Jesus Christ our 

V Lord and Saviour. Amen." 
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i TIM. iv. l6. 

Take heed unio ikyee^^ and wUo thy doctrine ; con* 
einue in them; far in doing this thou shaU hoik 
eave thy self y and them that hear thee,, 

IT IS the sensible and judicious remark 
of the acute and enlightened Paley, 
(whose name cannot be mentioned, nor his 
memory cherished, with too much respect,) 
that the teaching of morality was not the 
primary design of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ ; an observation which he grounds 
upon this reasonable argument, — that as the 
world at the promulgation of Christianity 
was already in possession of the principles 
of morals, it needed motives rather ths^n 
rules f sanctions rather ihsxi precepts ; defi- 
ciencies, which it was the direct object of 
Revelation to supply. 

l2 
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But, whilst we admit the accuracy of thii 
reasoning, and acknowledge, with readiness, 
that the New Testament makes no di^fCO'^ 
verieSf properly so called, in morality; it 
iTiust uot be overlooked, or forgotten, that 
it throws a clear and powerful light on 
those already made; that it renders the 
science of moraLs much more intelh'gible ; 
and places the various branches of human 
duty in a point of view far more striking 
and useful, because more accommodated to 
popular apprehension, than they were before 
)he promulgation of the Gospel. 

If it be allowed that the sages of the 
ancient world, by the mere energies of 
reason, attained to tolerably correct notions 
of the nature and obligations of virtue; 
and struck out for themselves the impor- 
tant truth, that to be gcrod was to be happy; 
yet it must also be confessed, that the 772^72- 
ner in which they imparted this knowledge 
to others was but ill calculated to render it 
practically and unrversally advantageous. 

The generality of mankind could be but 
little benefited by their elaborate argu- 
ments ; human conduct could be but little 
iafiuenced by their cold abstractions; and 
the gfeat majority of those who are the 
proper objects of instruction,— the ignorant 
and unenlightened, -7 were bewildered rather 



than improved^ by epeculations which could* 
be apprehended only by the cultivated un- 
derstanding. To the vulgar, the morals of 
the Academy, of the Porch, and of the 
Lycaeum, were alike uninteHigible ; and 
the lofty conceptions of Plato, the stera 
dogmas of Zeno, and the profound reason- 
ings of Aristotle, however satisfactory to 
the philosopher and his disciples, were toa 
elevated, too recondite, or too subtle, to be 
grasped by the common mind. 

Widely different horn this refined process 
IS the manner in which the duties of life are 
taught in the New Testament. Here all 
is plain, simple, and affecting. Morality 
in the Christian system, like the sun in 
the natural world, shines on all alike. 
Every one sees its lights every one feels it$i 
\«armih. As the redemption through the 
Saviour graciously embraced the whole race 
of mankind, so the precepts, whose observ- 
ance renders them, through the free mercy 
ef God in Christ, fit objects of salvation^, 
are enunciated with a precision which ought 
to exclude every cavil, and with a clearne^ 
that will admit of no mistake. 

Level to every understanding, and affect* 
ing to every heart, the laws ot the Christian 
code require no commentaries to explain 
their meaning, or enforce their obligatioOi. 
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^ He that runneth may read ;^ and he that 
considereth OHist feel as well as comprehend. 
And as they are thus intelligible to all 
capacities, so are they adapted to all condi- 
tions ; applicable to every man's '* basinesa," 
and brought home to every man's ** bosom/' 
^* Heapnag line upon line>" and ** precept 
•* upon precept/* the New Testament pro- 
vides specific rules of action for all the 
diversified states and relations of human 
existence. At once general and particular, 
its laws are directed to the regulation of 
men's conduct, both in their public and 
private capacities i as members of the great 
family of the species ; and as individuals 
filling the various stations, professions, and 
employments, which form the complex 
•system of social life. 

It is impossible to peruse the volume of 
the Christian faith, and not acknowledge the 
truth of these observations. It is impossible 
to study the preceptive part of our religion, 

and not feel that it is impressed with all 
^those characters of excellence which alone 

can render moral laws useful and e£Pective ; 

that it is intelligible to eveiy intellect; that 

it comprehends the exercise of every virtue ; 

and is appropriate to every case. 
To prove this proposition, as it re^rds 

the two former characteristics of Chriatiaii 
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mor^itjTi k9 cleamesA and comprehension^ 
it will be sufficient to refer, generally, to 
tke inj unctions of Jesus Christ, and his 
Apostles after him } but with respect to the 
provisioxui which it makes for ensuring the 
peculiar dutieiB arising from the particular 
situation which an indindual may fill in 
aociety, I would direct your attention to 
the two admirable Epistles of St. Paul to 
Timo^y ; from the farmer of which I have 
iK)rrowed my text. 

The main scope of theee communications 
may be described in a few words : it is to 
explain to Timothy his especial duties as 
a Christian minister, and to impress upon 
his mind his obligation to fulfil them. 
Consistently with this intention, the most 
specific direeticms are laid down for his 
conduct, couched in the most unequivocal 
language, and enforced by the most im- 
pressive motives ; and though, in the course 
of the two Epistles, many admirable pre- 
cepts are interwoven with these for the 
regulation of the behaviour of believers in 
general, yet as their chief object was to 
instruct the young minister in ** the work 
*^ of an evangelist,'^ and to induce him to 
give ^^ full proof oi bis ministry;" so their 
prominent features are, — ^^a dear "dew of 
the duties of his vocation, and earnest 



exhertalions to an exemplary performance 
of them* 

The text embraces bath these objects ; 
and, collecting tc^ther the rays which are 
scattered through the two epistles, con- 
denses them into oiie focal sentence j a 
practical analysis of whick I shall at present 
attempt,, as appropriate to the congregation 
which I haye been appointed to address, 
and to the occasion on which we are here 
assembled together : ** Take heed unto 
*^ thyself, and unto thy doctrine ; continue 
*' in them ; for in doing this thou shalt 
'' ^ave both thyself and them that hear 
« thee/' 

"U^ith a trifling inversion of the words of 
th^ Apostle, I propose to consider. 

First, The doctrine vre are to teach; 
*' take heed to thy doctrine/' 

Secondly, The example we are to exhi- 
bit ; " take heed to thyself/' 

Thirdly, The motives to this diligent 
discharge of professional and personal duty ; 
*' for in so doing thou shalt S(we thy self » 
*^ and them that hi^ar thee/' 

It is the peculiar glory of our Apostolical 
Church, my brethren, and the well-founded 
boast of her ministers, that she draws hec 
doctrines entirely and exclusively from the^ 
fountain of eternal truth»— the H01.T 
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guage of her Articles of faith and union,, 
satisfactory alike to the judgment and the. 
conscience, is this, — ** Holy Scripture con- 
*^ taineth all things necessary to salvation ; 
" so that whatsoever is not read therein,. 
" nor may be proved thereby, is not to be 
*^ required of any man that it should be 
** believed as an article of faitli^ or to be 
^ thought requisite or necessary to salva- 
** tion/* 

Upon this plain, broad, and substantial 
foundation,, the Clergy of the Established 
Church are bound to build their preaching;, 
avoiding all *^ foolish and unlearned ques- 
** tions, which gender strife ;*' all ** vain 
" babblings,'* which minister contention 
and confusion \ all ** oppositions of science 
** falsely so called," which bewilder or 
mislead. Shunning the useless refinements 
of metaphysical speculation ; the barren 
perplexities of scholastic controversy; ** the 
*' vain words which man'swisdom teacheth;" 
and the sickly &ncies of a weak or a heate<j[« 
brain, the Clergy of the Established Church 
must cleave alone to the wholesome words^ 
the plain representations, andthe unequU 
vocal declarations, of the Holy Scriptures^. 

Guided by their more than solar light, 
and hy it alonc^ we must present to th^ 
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^ouls of our hearers an eternal and adora- 
ble Deity, •* King of kings, and Lord of 
" lords ; who only hath immortality, dwell- 
** ing in the light which no man can ap- 
'* proach unto, whom no man hath seen or 
** can see :" a Deity, of inconceivable per- 
fection ; whose essence is love ; whose 
darling attribute is mercy ; not the cruel 
tyrant, who, by pre-ordained, unconditional, 
And irreversible decrees, dooms a portion 
of his reasonable creatures to hopeless per- 
dition, without regard to their moral doings, 
their means of light, or opportunities of 
knowledge — not the partial father of a 
few favoured children, sealed, from all 
eternity, to glory and immortality, without 
respect to the purity of their hearts, or the 
quality of their actions — but a God of 
illimitable compassion, righteousness, and 
iequity, who ** willeth that all men should 
'* be saved, and come to the knowledge of 
«' the truth/* 

We must speak of mai^ as a creature 
wiginally formed ** in the image of God;'* 
perfect, as far as was compatible with his 
human nature ; beautiful ^* in the inner 
'** man," as he was fairly proportioned in 
external figure: but, as disobediently listen- 
ing to the voice of temptation j wilfully 
falling from his high esttrte ; and 4elibe- 
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rately plunging himself into degradation 
and miisery ; as losing, by his mortal of&nce> 
the privileges with which he was at first 
endowed, and becoming prone to ^error, 
and inclined to sin ; his reason dimmed ; 
his judgment clouded ; his good resolutions 
Mreakened ; his former rational estimates 
perverted; and his views of what would 
promote his real happiness distorted ; but 
though thus (according to our Article) 
" very far gone from original righteous- 
'* ness/' not as an uniform mass of utter 
corruption and malignity, incapable of a 
faoljr thought, a kind affection, a generous 
feeling, or anobte impul9e,^-the faint, but 
precious traces which he still retains of that 
divine impression, stamped upon his nature 
when it came compleat and pure from t\^ 
hand of the Most High. 

We must speak of Chjiist, as of " the 
^' Lamb slain from the fomidation oi the 
" world," to take away its sin : " the Holy 
•* One of God,** who repairs the rui'na 
of the Fall ; redeems lost men from . final 
destruction ; and reconciles undone sinners 
to their insulted Maker, on the equitable 
conditions of contrition, faith, and obedi* 
ence to the divine law : as the all-sufficient 
atonement for the great original offence; 
the acceptable sacrifice for all repented 
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tramgre^sibn* ' We must speak of Hinr as a 
being whose nature is unfathomable, for 
*^ no man knoweth the Son but the Father," 
but whose dignky is transcendent, and 
whose love passeth knowledge ; as ^* the 
** brightness of his Father's glory ;** " the 
'* express image of his person;" the pre- 
sent intercessor, and future judge of man- 
kind ; the sole (meritorious cause, and only 
means, of everlasting salvation ; the full 
and adequate ** propitiation for our sins ; 
** and not for ours only, but also for the 
" skis of the whole world/' 

We must speak of the Holy Spirit, as 
great and marvellous in operation ; as en- 
lightening and renewing the soul ; sanctify- 
ing and purifying the heart ; giving efficacy 
to the word of the Gospel ; assisting the 
servants of God in the path of their duty^ 
and strengthening them accoi*ding to the 
circumstances of their need ; confiiming 
them in their obedience, supporting them 
in their trials, and pleading for them at the 
mercy-seat of God *^ with groans that can- 
" not be uttered." 

To these views of the nature of God 
i^nd the conditipn of man, so becoming 
the one, and so consoling to the other ; we 
must apeak, from the same ^^ lively oracles^'' 
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of prospects the most august, and motives^ 
the most impressive. 

As we preach the sacrifice of Chrint 
^^ for our sins/' so we must hold out his 
resurrection for " our justiftcation/' As 
we represent that *^ in Adam all die;'' so 
we must assert that ** in Christ shall all 
" be made alive •/' that ** at the latter day 
** when he shall stand upon the earth," 
the dead shall rise from their graves, and 
surround the tribunal of their everlasting 
Judge, to receive ** according to the deeds 
" done in their bodies, whether, they be 
" good> or whether they be bad ;" and 
that when the commissioned Angel shall lift 
up his hand to Heaven^ and swear that 
*• time is no more ;" eternity will succeed 
to this present state of existence ^ the '* last 
** enemy" will be destroyed, and *' death 
" be swallowed up in victory.** 

Enlightened and guided by the torch of 
revelation, we must pierce through the 
clouds and darkness which conceal the great 
realities of the unseen spiritual world; and 
display its glories and its terrors ; the 
iuefFable pleasures which are ** at God's^ 
** right hand," to reward the patient well- 
doing of the good; and " the worm that 
*' never dieth, and the fire that is not 
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quenched/' the dismal destiny of the hard- 
ened and impenitent. 

And to consammate our ministration; to 
pnt a seal to the divinity of our doctrine ; 
to stamp it with the character of perfection, 
which becomes its eternal Author ; to ren- 
der it at once reasonable, and practical, 
and scriptural ; we must pronounce that the 
blessings of the christian covenant are all 
condiUonal; that faith, unless embodied 
in a GOOD life, is vain ; and that ^ without 
** holiness no man shall see the Lord.'' 

Such, my Reverend Brethren, appear to 
me to be the doetrines we are bound to 
preach ; and " to continue in them** with 
perseverance that will not slacken ; with an 
ardour that shall not cool ; with a courage 
that may not be abashed. Doctrines equally 
removed from blazing enthusiasm on the 
one hand, and frigid speculation on the 
other ; adapted alike to promote the glory 
of God, and to enlighten and improve, to 
reform and spiritualize man. Doctrines 
sufficiently reasonable, one should imagine, 
to impress conviction upon every soul ; suf- 
ficiently affecting to melt the obduracy of 
prejudice ; sufficiently awful to check the 
career of profligacy. 

' Sublime, however, as these doctrines are 
in themselves, and earnestly as they may 
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be enforced, they will sftill fail to engage 
the attention, orafl^t the heart, of the 
hearer, unless they be seen to actuate the 
conduct of the miniver who preaches them : 
unless he recoininend them himself in the 
visible form of a living example: a truth 
which leads roe to consider, in the second 
place, that other injunction of the Apostle, 
" Take heed to thyself.'* 

Conversant as St. Paul was in the history 
and nature of the human mind, he under- 
stood too well the mighty force of espompky 
to omit, in his directions to Timothy, a 
solemn exhortation to corroborate his doc- 
trine by its powerful aid. He knew that 
man, the ereature of imitation, is affected 
by actions more than by words: that in 
establishing convictions in his heart, through 
the medium of his external senses, the evi-^ 
dence of the eye is more prompt, more 
•striking, and more impressive, than that of 
the ear; and that as the doctrines and pre- 
cepts of the Gospel opposed themselves to 
all that is most dear to man's fallen nature, 
darling passions, strong prejudices, danger- 
ous propensities, and deeply-rooted habits ; 
so theii* practical reeeption by the hearer 
•could be ensured only by the influence of 
a palpable representation of their beauty 
«ttd utility in the €imduct of the preacher^ 
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Henee he imposes upon Timothy, in one 
part of his epistles, the general precept^ 
*^ Take heed to thyself:" and in another 
part makes a specific enumeration of the 
duties he is^ to /uJfil ; and the dispositions 
and virtues he is to display, as a christian 
pastor : *' Be thou an example of the be* 
♦^ Severs, in word^ in conversation^ in c//a» 
*• rity^ in spirit^ in faith^ in purity.*^ 

Here then, my bi*ethren, we have ?l par- 
ticular explanation of the general precept^ 
and a distinct view of the several points to 
which we are to give heed, in our perso* 
nal capacity ; in the exercise of our pasto- 
ral vocation, in the dispositions of que 
hearts, and in the habits of our lives. 

We are to 1^ examples in word. Tho 
doctrines with which we are entrusted are 
the revelations of a holy, pure, most merci^ 
ful, and immutable God« They must b^ 
delivered, therefore, by his ministers, in 
simplicity, sincerity, and truth ; unsophis- 
ticated by the inventions of a gloomy fancy» 
or the perversions of a carqal heart ; neither 
disfigured by the frightful fictions of superr 
stition or fanaticism, nor degraded by an 
accommodation to the principles, preju- 
dices, or practices of a mis-judging, corrupt^ 
and licentious world. God forbid! that the 
walls of the chuich should, echo any othej: 
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Imgn^ than the rationftl md benevolent 
doctrines of the Gospel; and the pure^. 
sound, and holy morality of its precepts. 
God forbid ! that the duly authorized ara«^ 
bassadors for Christ should bring other 
tidings to a lost and distracted world than 
those of reconciliation and peace ! God 
forbid! that the pulpits of our Zion should 
in any way be perverted from their sacred 
and appropriate use»— the promotion of the 
glory of God, by the diffusion of chart ti/^^ 
in all its branches,, among the sons of men« 

We are to be examples in conversation^ 
Tlie ustial emplbyments of the time, and 
the (Customary habits of the life, not only 
give a decisive turn to the moral character 
of the individual, occupied or directed by^ 
them, but afibrd also to others the only 
just criterion of judging what his character 
actually is. It was the proof by which the 
disciples of our blessed Lord (who knew 
intuitively the minds of men)! were directed 
hj their Heavenly Master to manifest the 
sincerity of their Christian profession to 
the world, " if ye love me, keep my com?. 
'^ mandments;'' and it is. the test by which, 
our hearers, my brethren, will try the 
sincerity of ourselves. 

If,. tKen, the confidence and regard, the 
esteem and good opJnipn, of those to whoni, 
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^e preachy be esseiitial in rendering tiie 
work of our ministry successful ; and if 
these are only to be secured by the main- 
tenance of an uniform consistency between 
our lives and our profes^'on; it is both the 
wisdom and the duty of those who fill the 
pastoral office to furnish matter for this 
.<< good report/' by a steady attention to 
the lesser as well as the greater morals; to 
exhibit to'those, whose scrutinizing eyes are 
turned upon them, the dignity of self- 
respect, as well as the grace of virtue, and 
the beauty of holiness. 

We are to be examples in charity. The 
character of this virtue, or rather constel- 
lation of virtues, as it is delineated in the 
New Testament, sufficiently proves its ines- 
timable worth. Stamped with all the exceU 
lences attributed by Solomon to religious 
wisdom, ** it is more precious than rubies, 
'' the merchandize of it is better than the 
^' merchandize of silver, and the gain 
••* thereof than fine gold.*' Comprenen- 
sive in its nature, it includes the perform- 
-ance of every human duty } pre-eminent in 
lustre, it outshines every other Christian 
grace ; and permanent in duration^ it runs 
parallel with eternity j— for *• charity never 
^* faileth ;" but when faith shall be 'accom- 
plished in vision, and .hope absorbed by 
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enjoyment ; charity shall fitill continue to 
exercise its energies in the everlasting reci- 
{irocation of love, with the spirits of the 
blessed. 

Beautiful, howeyer, as charity is under 
every aspect, it never appears more en« 
chanting to the soul, than when contem- 
plated as *' the ^bond of peace i'* as the 
chain of union between man and his 
brethren in the flesh; as the precious 
ointment to heal the sores of a shaken 
land ; as '' the small still voice,^' to hush 
the storms of spiritual contention. Unfor* 
tunately for the peace of the Christian 
world, the field for the exercise of this 
celestial virtue is, in the present day, b^ 
far too ample; when the Reformed Church 
rings with the clamour of disputation, 
and presents a melancholy picture of dis- 
jointed parts, and divided interests. But 
whatever be tlie conduct of our opponents, 
let the Ministers of the Establishment 
*• draw," only, " with the cords of love, and 
*' the bands of a man ;*' let them heal, 
and not inflame ; let them soothe, and not 
exasperate ; let them convince, and not 
condemn. 

Far be it from me to dissuade from sober 
argument, or temperate discussion, where 
principles are questionedi or rights disputed; 
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for as we* are confident in our cause, so we- 
need not be diffident of our abilities^ But 
however controversy, maintained in the- 
spirit of Christian charity, may be justifi-^ 
able or praiseworthy, it should never as- 
sume the tone 6f intolerance, or the sneer 
of contempt. Th€se are alike contrary, 
to our profession^ and unworiby of our. 
character ; since the one is the hateful 
instrument of the bigoted and the worldly;, 
the other, the poor refuge of the feeble, 
and the foolish. 

We must be examples in spiriU We 
live in an age, my Reverend Brethren,, 
when all our ardor, activity, and zeal, are 
called forth to other combats than those of 
sectarian warfare. When; the Puotes-? 
TANT& OF England- are impeviously called 
upon to unite heart and hand in the defence 
of their common faith— established in our 
own enlightened land, by thd wise and holy 
fathers of the Reformation; confirmed by 
their testimony ; and sealed with their 
blood — against an enemy^ equally fearless 
aad subtle-^against a Church, who, in early 
ages, '' left her first love^'' and devoted 
herself to temporal domination and spiri-i 
tUal despotism ; to the a^randizement of 
her priesthood, and the subjugation of the 
CQnsciences of* her fo]lpwers«-«-against " tha 



«87 

^' Tnyfttery of iniquity that opposeth and 
'* exalteth itself above all that is called God, 
^^'or that is worshipped ;'' whose spiritual 
(Head *^ ^itteth in the temple of God> 
^ showing himself that he is God/' 

Here^ then, is an antagonist worthy our 
strength, from its gigantic stature ; deserv. 
ing our reprehension^ from its love and 
means of mischief. Here we may foe 
*' fervent in spirit/' without violating our 
charity, or d^rading our dignity, or en« 
dangering our influence. Here we may be 
*' instant in season and out of season,' 
without incurring the censure of a mis* 
guided, or the odi«m of an intemperate, 
^eal : for sorely we cannot but obtain the 
approbation of the wi&e, and the blessing of 
the good, for standing, with our censers in 
onr hands, between.the living and the dead: 
for being the champions of the faith {dTra^^ 
once ^OR ALL delivered to the saints : and 
for zealously deprecating the augmentation 
t)f political power in an Hierarchy, which for 
many ages <lrugged our own land into spi- 
ritual darkness ; and which, wherever it is 
now dominant, seals the scriptures from the 
search of the anxious enquirer ; denies the 
waters of comfort to the gasping soul ; and, 
under the worst <form of tyranny, robs the 
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believer t>f thai <' liberty whevewitb CKrist 
** hath made hia free." 

We are to be examples ki faith. The 
Christians of Berasa are lae&tioned with 
honour by the sacred miter, because they 
** seanrfaed the scriptures to see if these 
^^ things were so." But if this iDvestiga* 
tion be kreditable to believers in geoeraU 
how indispermble is it in those to whom 
the awfiil trost is delegated of teaching and 
expoimding to others the Wdrd of God ! A 
mere traditional faith, the hereditary gift of 
their fathers, or the accidetttal consequence 
of their haying been bom within the pale of 
the Establishal Chusdi, is utterly insuffi^^ 
cient for theweighty duties and high respon^ 
sibilities of its Obrgy. They are bound to 
be diligent in their enquiries, and patient 
in their researches: and, by a proper appli^i 
eation of that superior learning, which they 
may fairly boast, to qualify themselves to 
^^convince'' the *' gainsayers who are 
*' without,'' and to enable their own hearen; 
*^ to give a reason for the hope that is iii 
^' them." 

Finally, we must be examples in I'Urity. 
In the lovely deseription which St. James 
gives us of *^ the wisdom from ab ove," where 
he enumerates the attributes of true Christ«> 
ianity, and the qualities of its sincere pro- 
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fesson, iMs is meht^med as th^ firift cbik 
racterifirtic of religion j the foundation* 
sixme OB whiah its graces rest; the root 
A<em which all its other virtuies must 
shoot forth. Useless, therefore, will our 
labours be» and vain oar preaching, unless 
by our own pure example we isduoe our 
hearers to ^* proride things honest in the 
*^ sight of all men ;*' and to abstain not 
only from the commission^ but from the 
" appearance^ of evil/^ To ensure this 
effect, the purity of the Minister of the 
Gospel, like the fame of Caesar's consort, 
must not be suspected \ the ephod must 
be without a stain ; the hands that touch 
the altar must not be polluted with a spot. 

Let it not be imagined that I dread the 
existence of such a dismal coibbination, as 
the sacred ^office of the pri^t blended with 
the worst vices of the most abandoned 
lak ; but should such an incongruous 
character arise, in times like these, so big 
with moral contradictions, poor would b^ 
the pnoe which such a profligate must 
receive ^* in exchange for his soul;'* — the 
abhorrence of the worthy^ the reprobation 
of the wise, and the contempt even of 
those who share m hisain^ and will partake 
in his perdition. 

ThfjSe;^ vaj Reverend Brethreni i£ the 
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iMtKoritjr d! an Apostle is to be regarded* 
these are the qualities with which we ate 
to be adorned^ and the arms we are to use; 
and, as they are jadequate to the work of 
our ministry^ so are they sufEcient for the 
defence of our^ ark. It cannot now be 
said, indeed, as it was in an early stage of 
het history, that the Church has peace, 
for her enemies are numerous, and her dan- 
ger is not equivocal; but, simple in design, 
beautiful m proportion, solid in structure, 
and broad and strong in her foundations, 
she may long resist the storms that howl 
around her, if she be not self betrayed : if 
th^ who eat her bread* do not desert her 
interests. The Virgin Daughter ef Zion 
may laugh her foes to scorn ; the Daughter 
of Jerusalem may shake her head at her 
assailants ; for she will have the protection 
of Heaven, as long as her gates are guarded 
by vigilant watchmen, and her defence 
conducted by wise and faithful servants. 

Powerfully, however, as the safety and 
welfare of the Church with whidi we are 
connected, should urge us to the diligent 
discharge of the duties we have undertaken; 
let it not be thought that this is the higher 
motive to engage us to their faithful exe- 
cution. The Apostle presents to us one 
infinitely more animating than anj cofisi- 
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deration of a temporal nati^re ; for, §ays he, 
** in so doing tJioy shalt save thyself, and 
'* them that /leat^ thee.*' 

To Christianity alone \>e\qngs the high 
privilege* of carrying the eye beyond tne 
grave; and encouraging to the performance 
of teritporal Sixxtjy by views of everlasting 
recompense.^ Whatever the motives or 
^o/^c^i' of virtue might be, under the dif* 
ferent systems of philosophy which have by 
turns enlightened or bewildered mankind, 
they were still confined to time; and no 
future reward appeared to cheer the labour 
of well-doing, or refresh the spirit, exhausted 
by the difficulties of a virtuous course. But 
when Christianity enlarged the sphere of 
human duty, by adding the obligations of a 
spiritual religion to the sanctions of tlie 
moral law, it at the same time unfolded 
prospects of future gain, which vastly over- 
pay the extended service. To all believers, 
of every rank, tongue, and nation, under 
the canopy of heaven, it promises immorta- 
lity, on the equitable conditions of repent- 
ance, faith, and obedience to its precepts; 
and makes everlasting happiness the precious 
remuneration of a sincere temporal attach- 
ment to its cause. But for the ministers of 
the word, as their work is more arduous, so 
its provision of motives is more ample ; to 
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the one that is best suited to awe the soul^ 
it has added that which is most calculated 
to move the heart ; having built upon the 
solid promise of their own salvation, the no 
less substantial assui'ance of the satVation of 
those committed to their spiritual care. 
** Take heed unto thyself, and unto thy 
^' doctrine ; continue in them ; for in doing 
^^ this thou shalt both save thyself, and them 
** that hear thee." 
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